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EDITORIAL

The Editor-in-Chief and the Editorial Board are happy to present to
you, Review of African Educational Studies (RAES)- Volume 3
Number 2. RAES publishes original investigations dealing with
academic values and attitudes in all aspects of Education, Science,
Engineering, Information Technology, Geology, and others. It seeks to
disseminate knowledge on the various topics and technologies in
empirical research. Hence, it can serve Researchers, Manufacturers,
NGOs, Associations and Societies to keep abreast of new
developments in their specialized fields and to apply empirical
research findings in the solution of problems. The Journal is published
quarterly, and always welcome papers on related topics, provided such
topics are within the context of the broader multi-disciplinary scope of
empirical research papers. This Vol. 3 No. 2., of RAES is 2019-2023
TETFUND merged intervention sponsored project.
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TRICHURIASIS: CAUSES, EFFECTS, DIAGNOSIS AND
REMEDY

Hassan A.B, Ahmed Ali Abbas,

Umar Ahmad, Yemisi Adegboye, Hussaina O. Tanko
Department of Science Laboratory Technology
School of Science Technology
Federal Polytechnic, Kaura Namoda
Zamfara State

Fadesire A K
Department Nutrition and Dietetics,
Shehu Idris Institute of Health Science Technology,
Makarfi Campus Kaduna State University, Kaduna

Abstract

Trichurisis is a common soil-transmitted helminthic pathogen with
considerable impact on human health. To achieve appropriate control of
trichuriasis from a public health perspective, effective treatments and
regular education of populations most at risk such as children and pregnant
women are essential. Currently available drugs show however only
unsatisfying cure rates when used in short course regimens, and egg
reduction rates are disappointingly low. An improvement in the efficacy of
drug therapy has been demonstrated for a prolonged 3-day dosing regimen
of albendazole as well as for a combination therapy of albendazole and
oxantel pamoate or mebendazole and albendazole. However, even these
regimens do not reach the widely accepted threshold for a satisfactory cure
rate of at least 90 %. While this lack of efficacy of current anthelminthic
drugs may be explained by specific single nucleotide polymorphisms in the
S-tubulin gene of T. trichiura, these findings highlight the need for further
research to develop highly efficacious short-course treatments for human
Trichuriasis.

Introduction

Trichuriasis, also known as whipworm infection, is an infection
by the parasitic worm Trichuris trichiura (whipworm). Trichuriasis is
an infection of the large intestine, if infection is only with a few
worms, it is known as asymptomatic while in those who are infected
with many worms, there may be abdominal pain, tiredness and
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diarrhea. The diarrhea sometimes contains blood. Infections in children
may cause poor intellectual and physical development. Low red blood
cell levels may occur due to loss of blood (Isaac, 2014).

The first written record of T. trichiura was made by the Italian
anatomist Giovanni Battista Morgagni who identified the presence of
the parasite in a case of worms residing in the colon in 1740. An exact
morphological description and accurate drawings were first recorded in
1761 by Johann Georg Roedere, a German physician. Soon after the
name Trichuris trichiuria was given to the species.

The disease is usually spread when people eat food or drink
water that contains the eggs of these worms. This may occur when
contaminated vegetables are not fully cleaned or cooked. Often these
eggs are in the soil in areas where people defecate outside and where
untreated human faeces are used as fertilizer. These eggs originate
from the faeces of infected people. Young children playing in such soil
and putting their hands in their mouths also become infected easily.
The worms live in the large bowel and are about four centimeters in
length. Whipworm is diagnosed by seeing the eggs when examining
the stool with a microscope. Eggs are barrel-shaped. Trichuriasis
belongs to the group of soil-transmitted helminthiases (Brooker, 2013).

Prevention is by properly cooking food and hand washing
before cooking. Other measures include improving access to sanitation
such as ensuring the use of functional and clean toilets and access to
clean water. In areas of the world where infections are common, often
entire groups of people will be treated all at once and regularly.
Treatment is with three days of the medication: albendazole,
mebendazole, or ivermectin. People often become infected again after
treatment (Isaac, 2014).

Whipworm infection affected about 464 million in 2015. It is
most common in tropical countries. In the developing world, those
infected with whipworm often also have hookworms and ascariasis
infections. They have a large effect on the economy of many countries.
Work is ongoing to develop a vaccine against the disease. Trichuriasis
is classified as a neglected tropical disease (Isaac, 2014).
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Infection of T. trichiura is most frequent in areas with tropical
weather and poor sanitation practices. Trichuriasis occurs frequently in
areas in which untreated human feces is used as fertilizer or where
open defecation takes place. Trichuriasis infection prevalence is 50 to
80 percent in some regions of Asia (noted especially in China and
Korea) and also occurs in rural areas of the southeastern United States
(Isaac, 2014).

Signs and Symptoms

Light infestations (<100 worms) frequently have no symptoms.

Heavier infestations, especially in small children, can present
gastrointestinal problems including abdominal pain and distension,
bloody or mucus-filled diarrhea, and tenesmus (feeling of incomplete
defecation, generally accompanied by involuntary straining).
Mechanical damage to the intestinal mucosa may occur, as well as
toxic or inflammatory damage to the intestines of the host. While
appendicitis may be brought on by damage and edema of the adjacent
tissue, if there are large numbers of worms or larvae present, it has
been suggested that the embedding of the worms into the ileocecal
region may also make the host susceptible to bacterial infection. A
severe infection with high numbers of embedded worms in the rectum
leads to edema, which can cause rectal prolapse, although this is
typically only seen in small children. The prolapsed, inflamed and
edematous rectal tissue may even show visible worms (Gyorkos,
Gilbert, Larocque and Casapia, 2011).
Growth retardation, weight loss, nutritional deficiencies, and anemia
(due to long-standing blood loss) are also characteristic of infection,
and these symptoms are more prevalent and severe in children. It does
not commonly cause eosinophilia (Gyorkos et’al, 2011).

Coinfection of T. trichiura with other parasites is common and
with larger worm burdens can cause both exacerbation of dangerous
trichuriasis symptoms such as massive gastrointestinal bleeding
(shown to be especially dramatic with coinfection with Salmonella
typhi) and exacerbation of symptoms and pathogenesis of the other
parasitic infection (as is typical with coinfection with Schistosoma

mansoni, in which higher worm burden and liver egg burden is
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common). Parasitic coinfection with HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and
malaria is also common, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, and
helminth coinfection adversely affects the natural history and
progression of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria and can increase
clinical malaria severity. In a study performed in Senegal, infections of
soil-transmitted helminthes like T. trichiura (as well as schistosome
infections independently) showed enhanced risk and increased the
incidence of malaria. Heavy infestations may have bloody diarrhea.
Long-standing blood loss may lead to iron-deficiency anemia. Vitamin
A deficiency may also result due to infection (Gyorkos et’al, 2011).

Cause

Trichuriasis is caused by a parasitic worm also known as a helminth
called Trichuris trichiura. It belongs to the genus Trichuris, formerly
known as Trichocephalus, meaning hair head, which would be a more
accurate name; however the generic name is now Trichuris, which
means hair tail (implying that the posterior end of the worm is the
attenuated section). Infections by parasitic worms are known as
helminthiasis (Karcz, 2013).

Reservoir

Humans are the main, but not the only reservoir for T. trichiura. Recent
research verified by the application of molecular techniques (PCR) that
dogs are a reservoir for T. trichiura (AreekulandJongwutiwes, 2010).

Transmission

Humans can become infected with the parasite due to ingestion
of infective eggs by mouth contact with hands or food contaminated
with egg-carrying soil. However, there have also been rare, reported
cases of transmission of T. trichiura by sexual contact. Some major
outbreaks have been traced to contaminated Vegetables (due to
presumed soil contamination) (Speich, 2009).
Incubation Period

The exact incubation period of T. trichiura is unknown,
however, immature eggs in soil under favorable conditions take about
three weeks to mature: 15-30 days, 10 days minimum to mature before
ideal ingestion by the human host. Favorable conditions formaturation
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of eggs arewarm to temperate climates with adequate humidity or
precipitation, as ova are resistant to cold, but not resistant to drying
(Ghd, 2015).

Once ingested, the larva will remain dug into a villus in the
small intestine for about 2-3 days until it is fully developed for
migration to the ileocecal section of the gastrointestinal tract.

The average total life span of T. trichiura is one year, although there
have been longer cases reported, lasting as long as five years (Note:
inadequate treatment and re-infection are likely to play a role in this).

Morphology of Trichuris trichiura egg

Adult worms are usually 3-5 centimeters (1.2-2.0 in) long, with
females being larger than males as is typical of nematodes. Most of the
body (the anterior, whip-like end) is the esophagus, and it is the end
that the worm threads into the mucosa of the colon. The widened,
pinkish gray region of the body is the posterior, and it is the end that
contains the parasite’s intestines and reproductive organs. T. trichiura
eggs are prolate spheroids, the shape of the balls used in Rugby and
Gridiron football. They are about 50—54 pum (0.0020-0.0021 in) long
and have polar plugs (also known as refractile prominences) at each
end (Pannatat, 2000).

Diagnosis

A stool ova and parasites exam reveal the presence of typical whip
worm eggs. Typically, the Kato-Katz thick-smear technique is used for
identification of the Trichuris trichiura eggs in the stool sample (Duben-
Engelkirk, Paul, Engelkirk and Janet, 2008).

Although colonoscopy is not typically used for diagnosis, as the
adult worms can be overlooked, especially with imperfect colon, there
have been reported cases in which colonoscopy has revealed adult worms.
Colonoscopy can directly diagnose trichuriasis by identification of the
threadlike form of worms with an attenuated, whip-like end. Colonoscopy
has been shown to be a useful diagnostic tool, especially in patients
infected with only a few male worms and with no eggs presenting in the
stool sample (Mendos, 2013).

Trichuriasis can be diagnosed when T. trichiura eggs are detected in
stool examination. Eggs will appear barrel-shaped and unembryonated,
Review of African Educational Studies (RAES) 11




having bipolar plugs and a smooth shell. Rectal prolapse can be
diagnosed easily using defecating proctogram and is one of many
methods for imaging the parasitic infection. Sigmoidoscopys show
characteristic white bodies of adult worms hanging from inflamed mucosa
("coconut cake rectum™) (Duben-Engelkirk et’al, 2008).

Prevention

Deworming: Limited access to essential medicine poses a challenge to
the eradication of trichuriasis worldwide. Also, it is a public health
concern that rates of post-treatment re-infection need to be determined
and addressed to diminish the incidence of untreated re-infection. Lastly,
with mass drug administration strategies and improved diagnosis and
prompt treatment, detection of an emergence of antihelminthic drug
resistance should be examined (Brooker, 2013).

Mass Drug Administration (preventative chemotherapy) has had a
positive effect on the disease burden of trichuriasis in East and West
Africa, especially among children, who are at highest risk for infection
(King, 2011).

Sanitation

Infection can be avoided by proper disposal of human feces,
avoiding fecal contamination of food, not eating dirt, and avoiding crops
fertilized with untreated human feces. Simple and effective proper
hygiene such as washing hands and food is recommended for control
(Ziegelbauer, Speich and Mé&usezahl, 2012).

Improved facilities for feces disposal have decreased the incidence
of whip worm. Hand washing before food handling and avoiding
ingestion of soil by thorough washing of food that may have been
contaminated with egg-containing soil are other preventive measures.
Improvement of sanitation systems, as well as improved facilities for
feces disposal, have helped to limit defecation onto soil and contain
potentially infectious feces from bodily contact (Ziegelbauer et’al, 2012).

A study in a Brazilian urban center demonstrated a significant
reduction in prevalence and incidence of soil-transmitted helminthiasis,
including trichuriasis, following implementation of a citywide sanitation
program. A 33% reduction in the prevalence of trichuriasis and a 26%
reduction in the incidence of trichuriasis was found in a study performed
on 890 children ages 7-14 years old within 24 different sentinel areas
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chosen to represent the varied environmental conditions throughout the
city of Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. Control of soil fertilizers has helped
eliminate the potential for contact of human fecal matter and fertilizer in
the soil (Ziegelbauer et’al, 2012).

Treatment

The highest clearance rates are obtained by combining
mebendazole or albendazole with ivermectin. lvermectin's safety in
children under 15 kg (33 Ib) and pregnant women has not yet been
established. People with diarrhea may be treated with loperamide to
increase the amount of drug contact with the parasites (Knopp and
Mohammed, 2010).

Mebendazole is 90% effective in the first dose, and albendazole
may also be offered as an anti-parasitic agent. Adding iron to the
bloodstream helps solve the iron deficiency and rectal prolapse.
Difetarsone is also an effective treatment (Knopp et al, 2010).

Conclusion

Human T. trichiura is highly endemic in tropical regions, and most
current therapeutic regimens require either prolonged treatment courses or
unsatisfactory cure rates. These poor outcomes may potentially be
explained by the presence of genetic markers including a SNP in the beta-
tubulin gene at codon 200 which was reported to be associated with
benzimidazole drug resistance. Further clinical research aiming to
improve cure rates and shortening treatment regimens is therefore
warranted as well as studies adding to our knowledge of genetic markers
for clinical drug resistance.

Recommendations
With the rate of trichuriasis infection, it is highly recommended that.
e More drugs should be provided to combat the menace of the infection.
e Personal hygiene should be taught to the people of the rural
communities and tropical communities because they are highly prone
to the infection.
¢ Research centers should be established to examine and research on the
eradication of the disease.
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ROLE OF HOME ECONOMICS EDUCATION IN FOSTERING
RESPONSIBLE FOOD CONSUMPTION PATTERN AMONG
NIGERIAN YOUTHS.

Okoh P.A (Ph.D.)
Federal College of Education (T), Asaba.

Emeka Ebele Cynthia
Nwafor Orizu College of Education, Nsugbe.

Abstract

The study examined the role of Home Economics Education in fostering
responsible food consumption pattern among Nigerian youths. This is prompted
by the nutrition-related problems, that the youths had to contend with that is
caused by a lack of knowledge and unhealthy habits when it comes to eating
responsibly. The study adopted the descriptive survey research design. Two
research questions guided the study. The population of the study comprised all
youths in Colleges of Education within Delta State, studying Home Economics
Education as a career. For equity and objectivity, the quota and the accidental
sampling techniques were adopted. 150 respondents were selected from the
three public Colleges of Education in the state namely, Federal College of
Education (T), Asaba, College of Education, Warri, and College of Education,
Mosugar. 50 respondents were accidentally selected from each college. The
instrument for data collection was the researcher’s structured questionnaire
titled “Food Consumer Pattern of Youths “(FCPYQ), Comprised of Eighteen-
item questionnaire with four-point scale rating of High Extent (HE- 4points),
Medium Extent (ME- 3points), Low Extent (LE-2 points), and Very Low Extent
(VLE-1point). Two experts in Home Economics Education and Measurement
and Evaluation validated the instrument. The reliability test was established
through a pilot study in University of Delta, Agbor. 14 Home Economics
Students were involved, and the test-retest method was used. A coefficient value
of 0. 81 was realized and adjudged reliable. 150 copies of the questionnaire
were administered by the researcher with the help of 3 research assistants, and
all the copies administered were retrieved as on-the-spot retrieval method was
adopted. Descriptive statistical tools of mean (x) and Standard Deviation were
used for data analyses. Based on the 4-point scale, the criterion mean score (x)
of 2.50 and above was set as a benchmark for acceptance of mean value as high
extent while value below 2.50 was treated as low extent. It was concluded that
Home Economics Education Influence Nigerian youths’ knowledge and
awareness of appropriate food consumption patterns due to several factors
which include Hands-on(continuous) learning in cooking and meal preparation,
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that has helped them to build appropriate food choices skills but are held
captive by sociocultural practices and belief systems that do not support healthy
eating habits and nutritional practices. The researcher recommended among
other points that Home Economics Education Curriculum should be expanded
to accommodate strategies for combating marketing of unhealthy diet to
Nigerian youth. This will save the youth who do not have some nutritional
knowledge from consuming unhealthy food.

Keywords: Food, Consumption, Youth, Curriculum, Practices

Introduction

Home Economics Education is crucial in molding individuals' dietary
behaviours and responsible food consumption patterns, particularly
among the youth generation. In Nigeria, the researcher observed that
the incidence of nutrition-related concerns is increasing, and the role of
Home Economics Education in addressing these issues is becoming
increasingly important for the wellbeing of individuals as it is seen as
synonymous with healthy living and responsible for the management
of both human and material resources (Ogbene, 2015) including
dietary and food consumption pattern of individuals. This
multidisciplinary field combines nutrition, culinary arts, family and
consumer sciences, and resource management among other disciplines
to provide a holistic educational approach that equips individuals with
the knowledge and skills needed to make informed food choices
(Anyakoha, 2015).

Nigeria's youth population is significant, and their food patterns
have far-reaching consequences for public health and their overall
well-being. Studies have shown that most youths engage in
unwholesome nutritional practices such as extreme consumption of
alcohol, smoking, drug abuse, breakfast skipping, among others that
are inimical to their health (Okoh, 2022). Noncommunicable diseases
and nutrition-related issues highlight the importance of encouraging
healthy food consumption habits among Nigerian youths (Anyakoha,
2015). Home Economics Education, with its emphasis on practical skills
and theoretical knowledge, emerges as a critical instrument for promoting
family living, healthier food behaviours and addressing the underlying
causes of nutrition-related disorders in this group (Uko-Aviomoh, 2021).
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Globally, Home Economics Education has been acknowledged
as a critical driver in creating responsible food consumption patterns
among various groups, with a special focus on the youth population as
it incorporates in its curriculum, aspects of nutrition to guide
individuals to make informed dietary choices (National University
Commission (NUC) (2007) (National Commission for Colleges of
Education (NCCE,2020).Anyakoha (2015) noted that the relevance of
Home Economics Education in the effective management of family
resources in Nigeria, also include the planning and preparation of
nutritious meals. While Mbah et al (2019) noted that Home Economics
offer students the prospect for specialization and focus on practical
experience opportunities in all aspects of the course, including
nutrition.

The focus on nutrition and meal planning that Home Economics
Education places is one of its primary features. The growing number of
nutrition-related issues in Nigeria, including diet-related illnesses and
malnutrition, makes it especially important for Home Economics
Curricula to include nutrition education. Home Economics Education
gives people the skills necessary to choose nutritious foods for their
families and take care of their members' immediate health need
(Anyakoha, 2015), (Mbah, 2018).

The food consumption patterns observed among young
individuals in Nigeria are indicative of a multifaceted interplay of
cultural, economic, and social factors. These factors exert influence not
only on the health of individuals but also on the wider societal context.
Gaining comprehension of these patterns is crucial to tackle nutrition-
related problems and develop effective solutions. The field of Home
Economics Education utilises a wide range of instructional approaches
and techniques like experiential and practical learning encounters,
simulation and role-playing techniques, collaborative learning and
integrates specific components within the curriculum to offer a
thorough educational encounter (NUC, 2017), (NCCE, 2020). Other
methods as stated by Mbah et al (2019) include, Lecture method,
Discussion Method, Demonstration Method, Role Play, among others.
The primary objective of these techniques is to provide individuals
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with both practical skills and theoretical knowledge in various
domains, including nutrition, culinary arts, family and consumer
sciences, and resource management.

Teaching methodologies in Home Economics prioritises
experiential, practical learning encounters. For example, cooking
lessons provide students with the opportunity to apply theoretical
knowledge inside an authentic kitchen environment, hence facilitating
the development and mastery of cooking skills to improve their food
consumption in the right direction. Simulation exercises and role-
playing activities are utilised as pedagogical tools to replicate authentic
situations. According to Mbah et al (2019), the utilisation of this
strategy serves to augment problem-solving aptitude and decision-
making proficiency, hence equipping students with the necessary
competencies to effectively navigate the intricacies associated with the
management of familial resources. Group projects and collaborative
learning activities are frequently utilised in educational settings and in
Home Economics Education. The development of teamwork and
communication skills is crucial in the field of family and consumer
sciences, as well as resource management, all relates to Home
Economics (Anyakoha, 2015).

Curriculum components of Home Economics include nutrition
and nutrition related issues to instruct students about the fundamentals
of a balanced diet (Mbah et al, 2019). This includes being aware of
food types, dietary recommendations, and how nutrition affects one's
general health and well being (NUC, 2017), (NCCE, 2020). The
program covers resource management, including financial planning,
budgeting, and making effective use of available resources in the
home. This gives people the knowledge and abilities to decide on
family finances with knowledge and understanding.

A substantial portion of the curriculum contains the culinary arts,
which instruct students in meal planning, cooking methods, and food
preparation with reference to different age groups, food culture and
preferences. This useful feature improves the capacity of youths,
studying Home Economics to prepare wholesome, well-balanced meals
(NUC, 2017), (Mbah, 2018). Interpersonal and living skills, effective
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communication, conflict resolution and making decisions in the
framework of the family are among the issues covered in Home
Economics Education (Anyakoha, 2015). The National University
Commission (NUC, 2017) establishes a framework for Home
Economics Education in Nigerian institutions, emphasising the need of
curriculum creation that addresses contemporary challenges such as
responsible food consumption, food security linking Home Economics
and Agriculture. The statement emphasises the importance of a balance
of academic knowledge and practical skills, which aligns with the
larger goal of generating graduates who are prepared to face real-world
difficulties connected to nutrition and food choices (NCCE, 2020).
Numerous research has contributed valuable insights into the
multifaceted dimensions of food consumption patterns among the
youth population in Nigeria. The report by World Health Organisation,
(WHO, 2013) showed that consumption of energy dense nutrient-poor
foods that are high in fat, sugar, and salt, and indeed, increasingly
unhealthy diets and reduced physical activity levels of youths are
among the determinants of non-communicable diseases globally. This
indicated that the prevalence of excessive intake of energy-dense,
nutritionally deficient foods, which is a contributing factor to the
increasing prevalence of overweight and obesity is becoming rampant
among youths. The report underscored the importance of implementing
focused interventions aimed at encouraging healthier dietary selections
and lifestyle behaviours among young individuals intended to promote
in Home Economics Education. In contrast, (Manyanga et al., 2017)
investigated the association between socioeconomic status (SES) and
food patterns in children across many nations spanning various stages
of human development. The study's findings revealed that SES is
strongly related to children's dietary patterns across countries, and that
lower income or lower levels of parental education were associated
with higher consumption of unhealthy foods and lower consumption of
healthy foods at all levels of human development. The research
conducted revealed that income and educational attainment, influenced
the eating pattern of children that could extend to adulthood. This
underscored the significance of resolving socioeconomic inequities to
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enhance overall nutritional outcomes.

Culture also makes an impact on individuals food consumption
pattern. Chege et al., (2015) in their study on the influence of culture
on dietary practices among Maasai children in Kenya, showed that
dietary practices of children under five years of age are influenced by
their culture. This is due to low crop productivity and the lack of
animal sales or slaughter that deny (for economic gains) the children of
protein source of nutrient consumption as desired for nourishment. The
culture is linked to poor eating habits, which are influenced by a low
degree of education, that negates the essence of quality food
consumption pattern that is set out to achieve through Home
Economics Education.

In addition, a scholarly investigation conducted by Odunaiya,
Ayodele, and Oguntibeju (2019) examined the effects of cultural
factors on the dietary preferences of young individuals in Nigeria. The
influence of cultural practices and beliefs on food preferences and
consumption pattern of youths were significant in their studies.
Comprehending these cultural dynamics is crucial in the development
of nutrition interventions that are culturally responsive. The study
emphasises the potential benefit of Home Economics programmes in
imparting practical skills and theoretical knowledge, hence aiding in
the development of healthy food consumption behaviours.
Furthermore, it emphasises the significance of incorporating such
educational frameworks within a broader societal context, where
nutrition-related concerns are growing more prominent.

In the same vein, youth engagement in sustainable agriculture
through home gardening also improve food consumption of individuals
because fresh foods are planted, harvested, and consumed in the home.
Thus, availability of food around the environment will make people eat
nutritious food regularly and promoting food security. Home
gardening is of immense importance in terms of improving economic
conditions and enhancing household food security. Thus, connecting
Home Economics Education to broader challenges of food security and
agricultural sustainability (Reham, 2019). The study emphasises the
importance of a holistic educational strategy that encompasses broader
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concepts of food production and agricultural practices in addition to
specific dietary choices. This is consistent with the idea that
responsible food intake extends beyond personal health to encompass
environmental impact and social responsibility.

While the literature acknowledges the promise of Home
Economics Education, empirical research examining the impact of
such programmes in promoting appropriate food consumption patterns
among Nigerian youths are lacking. It is against this background that
the researcher addressed the role of Home Economics Education in
fostering responsible food consumption pattern among Nigerian
youths.

Statement of the Problem

Nigeria's nutritional environment as observed by the researcher,
contends with a lot of nutrition-related problems, especially among young
people, which is caused by a lack of knowledge and unhealthy habits
when it comes to eating responsibly. Because of this, the part that Home
Economics Education plays in teaching Nigerian kids how to eat food in a
healthy way becomes a critical issue. People are aware of the possible
benefits of teaching Home Economics but may not fully understand the
problems and flaws in the current school system that make it hard to teach
young people how to make healthy food choices. The problem comes
from the fact that most Nigerian youths do not know much about
nutrition, meal planning, and the effects of the foods they eat. Also, it is
not clear how current Home Economics Education programmes deal with
cultural factors, environmentally friendly practices, and the many aspects
of responsible food usage that is prevalent in the society. It is against this
background that the researcher conducted this study.

Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study was to assess the role of Home
Economics Education in fostering responsible food consumption
pattern among Nigerian youths. Specifically, the researcher conducted
the study to:
1. Determine the extent Home Economics Education has gone to
foster responsible food consumption pattern of Nigerian youths.
2. To ascertain the teaching approaches and curriculum features of
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Home Economics Education in Nigerian youths’ practical skills
acquisition and good attitudes towards safe food choices.

Research Questions

1. To what extent does Home Economics Education Influence
Nigerian youths’ knowledge and awareness of appropriate food
consumption patterns?

2. How do the teaching approaches and curricular features of Home
Economics Education help Nigerian youths acquire practical skills
and good attitudes towards safe food choices?

Methods

The researcher conducted the study in Delta State, Asaba with
the aim to examine the role of Home Economics Education in fostering
responsible food consumption pattern among Nigeria youths. The
study adopted the descriptive survey research design. Two research
questions guided the study. The population of the study comprised all
youths in Colleges of Education within Delta State, studying Home
Economics Education as a career. For equity and objectivity, the quota
and the accidental sampling techniques were adopted. 150 respondents
were selected from the three Colleges of Education in the state namely,
Federal College of Education (T), Asaba, College of Education, Warri,
and College of Education, Mosugar. 50 respondents were accidentally
selected from each college. The instrument for data collection was
the researcher’s structured questionnaire titled “Food Consumer
Pattern of Youths “(FCPYQ). Eighteen-item questionnaire with four-
point scale rating of High Extent (HE- 4points), Medium Extent (ME-
3points), Low Extent (LE-2 points), and Very Low Extent (VLE-
1point). Two experts in Home Economics Education and Measurement
and Evaluation validated the instrument. The reliability test was
established through a pilot study in University of Delta, Agbor. 14
Home Economics Students were involved, and the test-retest method
was used to determine the reliability and a coefficient value of 0. 81
was realized and adjudged reliable. 150 copies of the questionnaire
were administered by the researcher with the help of 3 research
assistants, and all the copies administered were retrieved as on-the-spot
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retrieval method was adopted. Descriptive statistical tools of mean (x)
and Standard Deviation were used for data analyses. Based on the 4-
point scale, the criterion mean score (x) of 2.50 and above was set as a
benchmark for acceptance of mean value as high extent while value
below 2.50 was treated as low extent.

Research Question 1: To what extent does Home Economics
Education Influence Nigerian youths’ knowledge and awareness of
appropriate food consumption patterns?

Table 1: Frequency, Mean Score and Standard Deviation of Respondents
on the extent Home Economics Education Influence Nigerian youths’
knowledge and awareness of appropriate food consumption patterns.

SIN ITEMS HE ME LE VLE (X) SD Decision

1 Hands-on learning in Home 12030 0 O 3.80 0.40 Agree
Economics Education, including
cooking and meal preparation,
help Nigerian youth build
appropriate food choices skills.
2 Simulation and role-playing 13911 0 O 3.93 0.26 Agree
activities in Home Economics
Education improve the practical
skills of Nigerian youths in
choosing appropriate cuisine.
3 Collaborative learning, 140 10 0 O 3.93 0.25 Agree
particularly group projects on
responsible food consumption,
improve Nigerian youths'
attitudes towards choosing
healthy, educated food options.
4 Home Economics Education 0 60 9 O 2.40 0.49 Disagree
programmes combat the
marketing of unhealthy diet
among Nigerian youth.
5 Emphasising practical cooking 12030 0 O 3.80 0.40 Agree
skills in Home Economics
Education help Nigerian youths
build positive attitudes towards
ethical food choices.
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6 Interactive educational methods, 12525 0 O 3.83 0.37 Agree
such as food tastings and cooking
demonstrations, improve Nigerian
youths' food selection skills and
attitudes.
7 Integrating practical competences 130 20 0 O 3.87 0.34 Agree
for label interpretation and
grocery shopping in Home
Economics Education promote
conscientious food choosing
among Nigerian youth.
8 Integrating digital and technical 141 09 0 O 3.94 0.24 Agree
resources in Home Economics
Education improve practical skills
and positive attitudes towards
safe food choosing among
Nigerian youths?

Grand Mean/Standard Deviation 3.68 0.34 Agree

Table 1 shows that respondents agree with all the items with mean
responses for items 1 (3.80), 2 (3.93), 3 (3.93), 5 (3.80), 6 (3.83),
7(3.87), 8 (3.93) respectively, with a high extent except item 4 with a
mean score of (2.40) which is less than the criterion mean of 2.50 as
established. The mean scores for all other items range between 3.80-
3.94 and are all significantly higher than the criterion mean of 2.50
benchmark for the determination of a mean score for acceptance of a
value as high or low extent. The grand mean for all the responses was
3.68 with standard deviation of 0.34. Result on the table showed that
youth support and engage in Hands-on learning in Home Economics
Education, which includes cooking and meal preparation to build
appropriate food choices skills. And engage in simulation and role-
playing activities in Home Economics Education to improve their
practical skills in choosing appropriate cuisine but does not combat the
marketing of unhealthy diet among Nigerian youth.

Research Question 2: How do the teaching approaches and curricular
features of Home Economics Education help Nigerian youths acquire
practical skills and good attitudes towards safe food choices?
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Table 2: Frequency, Mean Score and Standard Deviation of Respondents
on how the teaching approaches and curricular features of Home Economics
Education help Nigerian youths acquire practical skills and good attitudes
towards safe food choices.

SIN ITEMS HE ME L.E VLE (X) SD Decision

9. Home Economics Education 0 100 50 0 2.67 0.47 Agree
initiatives improve
nutritional awareness among
Nigerian youth about
different food groups.
10.  Home Economics Education 0 60 90 0 2.40 0.49 Disagree
improve young Nigerians'
grasp of portion control and
balanced meal preparation.
11. Home Economics Education 100 50 0 0 3.67 047 Agree
curriculum reflect cultural
impacts on dietary
preferences.
12. Home Economics Education 120 30 0 0 3.80 040 Agree
highlight practical
culinary/cooking skills to
promote responsible food
intake among young
Nigerians.
13.  Home Economics Education 100 50 0 0 3.67 047 Agree
curricula address the issue of
unhealthy food marketing
targeting Nigerian youths.
14.  Home Economics Education 30 20 30 70 2.07 1.19 Disagree
programmes use sensory
methods like culinary
displays and food sampling
to promote healthy eating
habits.
15.  Home Economics Education 100 50 O 0 3.67 0.47 Agree
help young Nigerians
develop critical food label
evaluation abilities and make
educated retail purchases.
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16. Home Economics Education 50 50 50 O 3.00 0.82 Agree
curricula address ethical
procurement and sustainable
agriculture, which impact
food consumption morally
and environmentally.
17. Home Economics Education 120 30 O 0 3.80 0.40 Agree
equip Nigerian youths to
promote healthy eating
habits among peers.
18. Digital and technology 115 35 O 0 3.77 0.42 Agree
resources improve the use of
instructional materials in
Home Economics Education
to promote healthy food
habits among Nigerian
youths.

Grand Mean/Standard Deviation 3.25 0.56 Agree

Table 2 shows that respondents agree with all the items with mean
responses for items 9 (2.67), 11 (3.67), 12 (3.80), 13 (3.67), 15( 3.67), 16
(3.00), 17(3.80), 18(3.77) respectively, with a high extent except item 10
with a mean score of 2.40 and 14 with a mean score of 2. 07 which are less
than the criterion means of 2.50 as established. The mean scores for all other
items range between 2.67 to 3.80 and are all significantly higher than the
criterion mean of 2.50 benchmark for the determination of a mean score for
acceptance of a value as high or low extent. The grand mean for all the
responses was 3.25with standard deviation of 0.56. The result showed that
Home Economics Education initiatives improve nutritional awareness among
Nigerian youths and the curriculum also reflect cultural impacts on dietary
preferences and support the highlight of practical culinary/cooking skills to
promote responsible food intake among young Nigerians but does not
improve young Nigerians' grasp of portion control and balanced meal
preparation.

Discussion of Findings

The findings of the study shows that Home Economics Education
Influence Nigerian youths’ knowledge and awareness of appropriate food
consumption patterns due to several factors which include Hands-on learning
in cooking and meal preparation, which has helped them to build appropriate
food choices skills. This finding aligns with the provisions of National
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Universities Commission [NUC] (2017); National Commission for Colleges
of Education [NCCE] (2020), that Home Economics Education has been
acknowledged as a critical driver in creating responsible food consumption
patterns among various groups, with a special focus on the youth population
as it incorporates in its curriculum, aspects of nutrition to guide individuals
to make informed dietary choices.

Further findings revealed that simulation and role-playing activities
has helped to improve practical skills of Nigerian teenagers in choosing
appropriate cuisine. This finding aligns with Mbah et al (2019) which noted
that students who offer Home Economics have the prospect for
specialization and focus on practical experience opportunities in all aspects
of the course, including nutrition. Findings showed that Home Economics
Education curriculum reflect cultural impacts on dietary preferences of the
youths. This finding aligns with Odunaiya, Ayodele, and Oguntibeju (2019),
studies that examined the effects of cultural factors on the dietary
preferences of young individuals in Nigeria and found that the influence of
cultural practices and beliefs on food preferences and consumption pattern of
youths were significant and considers cultural dynamics crucial in the
development of nutrition interventions.

Conclusion

The nutritional environment of Nigeria, irrespective of the rich
vegetation naturally endowed in it, is marred with a lot of nutrition-related
problems, especially among young people who are tertiary institution
students, do lack nutritional knowledge and exhibit unhealthy habits when it
comes to eating responsibly. This is not actually because students are not
exposed to Home Economics lessons but due to careless application of the
lessons thereof. It is, therefore, safe to conclude that Home Economics
Education Influence Nigerian youths’ knowledge and awareness of
appropriate food consumption patterns due to several factors which include
Hands-on learning in cooking and meal preparation, that has helped them to
build appropriate food choices skills but are held captive by sociocultural
practices and belief systems that do not support healthy eating habits and
nutritional practices. This unhealthy development can be corrected by
nutrition experts through expanding the curriculum content of Home
Economics Education to reflect diverse cultural nutritional delicacies and
dietaries modifications that can reflect the desire and taste of nutritional
trends of youths.
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Recommendations:- Based on the findings of the study, the following

recommendations were made.

1. The federal government of Nigeria in collaboration with federal
institutions of higher learning should as a matter of urgency expand the
curriculum contents of Home Economics Education to accommodate
strategies for combating marketing of unhealthy diet to Nigerian youth.
This will save the youth who do not have some nutritional knowledge
from consuming unhealthy foods.

2. Home Economics Educationists in tertiary institutions should expand the
scope of instructions to regulate portion control and balanced meal
preparation as to prevent under or over nutrition which could be
detrimental to their health.

3. The federal and state governments in partnership with institutional
management, should ensure Home Economics Education programmes
emphasis the use of sensory methods like culinary displays and food
sampling to promote healthy eating habits among youths, especially on
campuses.
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Abstract
The study examines the specialization strategies required of entrepreneurs
for effective production of goods and services in organization in Asaba,
Delta state. Three research questions were raised in line with the objectives
to guide the study. The study adopted a descriptive survey research design.
The population for this study consists of 1,072 registered business
organizations in Asaba, Delta State both small and large organizations.
Convenient sampling technique was used to sample a total of 107 (10% of
the 1,072) registered selected private business organizations in Asaba urban,
Delta State. A questionnaire was the instrument used for data collection. The
instrument was validated by two specialists in School of Secondary
Education (Business), Federal College of Education (Technical) Asaba and
one manager in selected fast food in Asaba. The instrument yielded a
coefficient of 0.91 when analyzed using Pearson product moment correlation
coefficient. The copies of the instrument were administered by the researcher
and two experienced assistants. Data collected was analyzed using mean
statistics and standard deviation. Findings revealed that extensive
specialization,  passive  specialization,  restrictive  specialization,
diversification specialization, re-concentration specialization, niche market
focus specialization among others are specialization are the specialization
strategies available for entrepreneurs for effective production of goods and
services in organizations in Asaba, Delta State. It was recommended that
business organizations should embrace and adopt the specialization strategy
that allows be more effective in production of goods and services. Also, good
specialization strategy planner, should be employed by business
organizations so as to minimize the effects of the challenges facing the
implementation of the available specialization strategies.
Keywords: Strategy, Specialization, Specialization Strategy, Entrepreneur,
Business Organization.
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Introduction

Any organization seeking for effective production of goods and
services needs to consider two key elements of profit and growth,
which are key to the very existence of a business. Organizations who
are eager to sustain long term growth and overall success need to
develop and implement solid specialization strategies to deal with an
increasing uncertainty and dynamic business environment. These
strategies are aimed at giving the organization an understanding of the
changes in the environment; clear view of the opportunities available
to the organization and quick response to any barrier arising. The result
is one of the greater maneuverability for the organization and increased
production of goods and services leading to more profitability
(Kehinde & Ikioda, 2019). Business organizations are often run by
entrepreneurs.

An entrepreneur is an individual who combines both natural and
human resources to create wealth. Muhammed, Malik, Arslam, Salman
and Abid (2016) identified an entrepreneur as a person who runs the
business and bears the risk for profit and loss. Entrepreneurs are
generally classified according to types of business, technology use,
motivation, growth, and entrepreneurial stages of development. For
this study, business entrepreneurs will be considered. For an
entrepreneur to succeed in business, different specialization strategies
could be adopted in production of goods and services.

Strategy according to Nickols (2019) is an action plan or a set of
plans intended to achieve specific goals or objectives over a period.
According to Johnson and Scholes in Rehman (2020), strategy
determines the direction and scope of an organization over the long
term, and it should determine how resources should be configured to
meet the needs of markets and stakeholders. Shaw (2017) explained
that strategy is a broad statement of the way which an organization sets
out to accomplish its objectives. A specialization strategy therefore
refers to a business approach where a company focuses on a specific
market segment, product, or service to gain a competitive advantage. It
involves tailoring products or services to meet the unique needs and
preferences of a particular target audience (Rehman, 2020). By
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specializing, organizations can differentiate themselves from
competitors and build expertise in their chosen area. The key purpose
of specialization strategies as stated by Rehman (2020) include
specialization allows individuals and organizations to focus on specific
tasks or functions, which can lead to increased efficiency and
productivity. When people specialize in what they do best, they
become more skilled and proficient at their tasks, resulting in higher
output and lower costs; Specialization contributes to economic growth
by increasing productivity and reducing costs. This, in turn, can lead to
the production of more goods and services, the creation of jobs, and
overall economic development; Specialization can drive innovation
because when individuals or organizations focus on specific areas, they
are more likely to develop new and improved techniques, tools, and
technologies in their specialized field; Specialization allows
individuals to invest more time in developing specific skills and
knowledge, which can lead to personal and professional growth and
career advancement; Specialization can simplify complex processes by
breaking them down into smaller, more manageable components.
Standardization of specialized processes can lead to consistency and
predictability.

Based on the foregoing, it can therefore be said that
specialization strategy is an organization’s strategy that combines all
its goals into one comprehensive plan. It involves participating in
selling business objectives and formulating corporate and business unit
strategies. The ultimate objective of any organization is effective
production of goods and services without which no organization can
meet its goals. Goods and services are only produced by business
organizations.

A business organization is defined as an enterprising entity
engaged in commercial, industrial, or professional activities. Business
organization can be for profit entities, or they can be for non-profit
organizations that operate to fulfill a charitable mission or further a
social cause. The term business organization also refers to the
organized efforts and activities of individuals to produce and sell goods
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and services for profit. Business organizations range in scale from a
sole proprietorship to an international corporation (Hayes, 2020).

The rising competitiveness within the business environment has
led organizations to use various strategies to help achieve their
organizational goals of effective production of goods and services.
Evidence shows that overall company profitability is directly linked to
the level of effective production of goods and services. This has
resulted in organizational strategy shifting towards the customer or
end-user and how they interact with the organizational products or
services and establishing long-term relationships (Al-Hersh, Aburoub
& Saaty, 2018).

Different organizations have different strategies which they
designed, developed, and implemented based on their unique
environment. However, the following are some of the common
strategies (Mayhew & Wilkins, 2018 and Norton & Tenenbaum,
2015):

Extensive specialization - refers to a situation in which individuals,
organizations, or societies become highly focused and specialized in a
particular field, industry, skill, or area of expertise. This form of
specialization involves narrowing focus to a highly specialized niche
or domain, often at the expense of diversification. extensive
specialization involves deep concentration on a specific area of
expertise or industry. It can lead to expertise, efficiency, and economic
advantages, but it also carries risks related to adaptability and
vulnerability to changes in the specialized domain. Balancing
extensive specialization with a broader perspective is often a key
challenge. While specialization can lead to expertise and excellence,
it's important to remain adaptable and open to new ideas and
opportunities to mitigate the risks associated with over-specialization.

Passive specialization - keeping the same level of development of
existing business areas. It is used in maturity and decline phases of life
cycle. It can be inferred to describe a situation where specialization
occurs without deliberate or proactive efforts by individuals,
organizations, or economies. This type of specialization often arises as
a natural outcome of various factors or conditions. Passive
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specialization describes situations where specialization occurs without
active planning or strategy. It can be influenced by geographic,
historical, market, and technological factors, among others. While it
can have advantages, it may also come with limitations and risks that
deliberate specialization efforts seek to address.

Restrictive specialization is only one of the existing areas with a

total cut off from the rest. Used in growth phase, strategy of niche
market, which consists of either the verification of existing structures
or activities focusing on this, in which the company can easily regain a
good position. It also involves focusing on the new area by taking
advantage of the experience gained in other areas. (maturity phase and
difficult situation on the market)
Specialization by diversifying - used in time, when success depends
on the development of technologies with which there are choices of
new expertise. It refers to a strategy where individuals, organizations,
or economies specialize in multiple related or complementary areas
rather than concentrating on a single narrow specialization. This
approach aims to achieve expertise and efficiency across a broader
spectrum of activities while maintaining a degree of diversification to
reduce risks. It's important to note that specialization by diversifying
should be a well-thought-out strategy. Random diversification without
any synergy or strategic alignment among the areas of specialization
may dilute expertise and hinder efficiency. Effective management and
coordination are crucial to ensure that the diversification strategy adds
value and achieves its intended goals. In summary, specialization by
diversifying involves focusing on multiple related or complementary
areas of expertise or products to reduce risks, increase customer
appeal, and achieve synergies. It can be a strategic approach to
balancing specialization and diversification within an entity's
operations.

Specialization by re-concentration - is related to the
rationalization of operations and is necessary when the situation
deteriorates, and company must stop diversification. It can be achieved
by market expansion or marketing diversification. Specialization by re-
concentration appears to describe a strategy or process where
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individuals, organizations, or economies, after initially diversifying
their activities, refocus and narrow their specialization by
concentrating on specific areas or tasks once again. This can happen
for various reasons and may involve a deliberate strategic decision to
streamline operations. Specialization by re-concentration is a strategic
move that allows an entity to refocus its efforts on areas where it
believes it can excel and generate the most value. It often involves
shedding non-core activities and aligning resources more closely with
the chosen specialization. This strategy can help organizations
maintain or regain competitiveness, particularly when faced with
changing market dynamics or evolving priorities.

Niche Market Focus: An organization that specializes in a
certain niche market can create a competitive advantage by focusing its
resources on understanding the needs and desires of that market. For
example, an organization that specializes in selling organic pet food
can focus on providing products and services that meet the specific
needs of pet owners who prefer organic pet food.

Customized Services: An organization can specialize in
providing customized services to meet the specific needs of its
customers. For example, a web design company can specialize in
creating custom websites for small businesses. By offering specialized
services, the company can build a competitive advantage by providing
a unique and tailored solution that meets the exact needs of its clients.
Product Differentiation: An organization that specializes in a specific
product can create a competitive advantage by differentiating its
offering from its competitors. For example, a company that specializes
in producing high-end luxury cars can differentiate its product from
other car manufacturers by focusing on providing higher quality
materials and craftsmanship.

Technology Focus: An organization can specialize in a
particular technology to create a competitive advantage. For example,
an organization that specializes in 3D printing technology can create a
competitive advantage by focusing on providing the most advanced 3D
printing solutions.
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Despite the specialization strategies adopted by business
organization, some challenges facing proper implementation of
specialization strategies have been identified by Oberiri (2016) to be
lack of proper planning and coordination, poor implementation and
execution, lack of proper specialization strategies, inability of business
organization to offer new products all the time, lack of resources, lack
of proper technology, government regulations and political unrest in
the country hinders businesses to adopt a particular specialization
strategy, limited training to organization staff, customers always
looking for better quality product with no extra cost and weak
economic conditions. Bean-Mellinger (2018) also listed the following
challenges and limitation of specialization strategy; limited ability to
diversify and create new products or services, high investment costs
required for specialization, it can be difficult to maintain a competitive
edge due to the highly competitive nature of the market, specialization
can lead to lack of flexibility in the organization as it focuses on a
specific set of skills, it can also lead to lack of innovation as it focuses
on a specific set of processes and techniques, specialization can make
it difficult to adjust quickly to evolving customer needs and it can be
costly to switch to another specialization strategy.

Virtually everything the entrepreneurs do is done with the
ultimate aim of getting or attracting the potential customers and
satisfying the existing ones and in doing so, specialization strategies
must be put in place to foster effective production of goods and
services. Based on this background, the researcher deemed it necessary
to carry out a study on specialization strategies required of
entrepreneurs for effective production of goods and services in
organization in Asaba, Delta state.

Statement of the Problem

Business organizations today are facing a great challenge of
competitive rivals. Some are trying to improve their products and
customers’ services and price reduction to gain greater share. Thus, it
has become imperative for business organizations to adopt some
specialization strategies especially on high quality production,
effective management service quality and customer relation
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management strategy to gain competitive advantage over her
competitors. Mayhew and Wilkins (2018) in their study viewed
extensive  specialization,  passive  specialization,  restrictive
specialization, specialization by diversifying and others as the
specialization strategies that can be adopted by business organizations.

This research is therefore borne in mind to determine
specialization strategies used by business organizations to gain high
market share, assess any gap(s) and levels of customer expectation and
perception and to determine the impact of these specialization
strategies on the organization’s shareholders, stakeholders and the
customers (dealers) for sustainability, profit, growth, satisfaction and
retention of customers. Furthermore, with the dynamic industry and
environmental changes that spur customers’ needs, demands,
requirement and expectations, firm are struggling to acquire and retain
their clients. The art of winning and retaining a client determines the
customers’ satisfaction based on specialization strategy among others.
Such strategies are capital, human and time intensive based on product,
placing, packaging and promotion hence the need for each firm to
conduct its own analysis. It is on this, that this study is based.

Purpose of Study: The main purpose of this study is to examine the
specialization strategies required of entrepreneurs for effective
production of goods and services in organization in Asaba, Delta state.
Specifically, the study sought to.

1. examine the specialization strategies available for entrepreneurs for
effective production of goods and services in organization in
Asaba, Delta state.

2. find out the challenges facing the implementation of available
specialization strategies for entrepreneurs for effective production
of goods and services in organization in Asaba, Delta state.

Research Questions

1. What are the specialization strategies available for
entrepreneurs for effective production of goods and services in
organizations in Asaba, Delta state?
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2. What are the challenges facing the implementation of available
specialization strategies for entrepreneurs for effective production
of goods and services in organizations in Asaba, Delta state?

Methods: The study adopted a descriptive survey research design
which permitted the use of questionnaire to obtain information from the
respondents. Franklin and Walker (2013) examine survey as a research
strategy in which qualitative information is systematically collected from
a relatively large sample taken from a population. It is suitable for this
study since the opinion of business organization (entrepreneurs) on the
subject matters was sought for. The study was carried out in Asaba; the
town is the capital city of Delta State. The researcher chose Asaba
because it is a business environment with different organizations.

The population for this study consists of 1,072 registered business
organizations in Asaba, Delta State both small and large organizations
(Source: Delta State Ministry of Commerce and Industries, 2023).
Convenient sampling technique was used to sample a total of 107
registered private business organizations in Asaba urban, Delta State.
10% of the 1,072 was used to determine the sample size. The selected
registered business organizations in Asaba, Delta State are shown in the
table below.

Table 1: Sample Size Distribution of Respondents

S/N  Categories of Business Sample
1 Educational services, Asaba 15
2 Travels and transportation services, Asaba 7
3 Construction and engineering services, Asaba 3
4 Communication, news and media, Asaba 13
5 Healthcare and medical services, Asaba 11
7 Properties and real estate agencies, Asaba 8
8 Restaurants and fast food 16
9 Hotels 17
10 | Aluminium and steel company 4
11  Fashion homes 13
Total 107

Source: Researchers compilation, 2023

A structured questionnaire titled “Specialization Strategies
Required of Entrepreneurs for Effective Production of Goods and
38 Vol. 3 No.2., 2024




Services in Organization Questionnaire (SSREEPGSQ)” constructed
by the researcher, was the instrument used for data collection. The
questionnaire was made up of two parts: A and B. Part A solicited for
demographic information of the respondents while part B contained the
items that was organized according to the research questions. The
questionnaire was structured on a four-point rating scale of Strongly
Agreed (SA); Agreed (A); Disagreed (D) and Strongly Disagreed (SD)
with corresponding values of 4, 3, 2, and 1 respectively. The
instrument was validated by two specialists in School of Secondary
Education (Business), Federal College of Education (Technical) Asaba
and one manager in selected fast food in Asaba. They were requested
to vet the items for appropriateness and ambiguity and based on their
recommendations; necessary corrections were made on the instrument
to bring it to its final state. Test-retest measurement technique was
used to ascertain the internal consistency of the instrument. To achieve
these, the test was administered to ten (10) business organizations in
Onitsha Anambra State that are not part of the study area. Pearson
product moment correlation coefficient formula was used to analyze
the data retrieved. The instrument yielded a coefficient of 0.91 this
indicated that the instrument was reliable. The copies of the instrument
were administered by the researcher and two experienced assistants
and out of the 107 instruments administered, on 72 were retrieved and
used for data analysis. Data collected was analyzed using mean
statistics and standard deviation. To this end, 2.50 was used as cut-off
point, any item with mean value of 2.50 and above was interpreted as
“Agreed” while items with mean values less than 2.50 was interpreted
as “Disagreed”.

Results

Research Question One: What are the specialization strategies
available for entrepreneurs for effective production of goods and
services in organizations in Asaba, Delta State?

Review of African Educational Studies (RAES) 39




Table 2: Mean response on specialization strategies available for
entrepreneurs for effective production of goods and services in
organizations N =72

SIN STATEMENT SA° A D SD MEAN S.D DECISION
1 Extensive specialization 30 22 8 12 297 119 Agree
2 [Passive specialization 28131 |12 | 1 | 3.19 | 0.75 | Agree
3 [Restrictive specialization 20|28 |10 | 14 | 2.75 | 1.06 | Agree
4 |Diversification specialization 21130 | 15| 6 | 291 | 0.90 | Agree
5 |Re-concentration specialization | 23 | 25 | 16 | 8 | 2.88 | 0.98 | Agree
6 Niche Market Focus 24 | 27 |12 | 9 | 292 | 0.99 | Agree
specialization
7 (Customized Services 31|21 (10|10 | 3.01 | 1.06 | Agree
specialization
8 [Product Differentiation 32120 11| 9 | 3.04 | 1.04 | Agree
specialization
9 Technology Focus 27 23 12 10 293 1.04 Agree
specialization
Grand Mean 2.96 Agreed

The result in table 2 revealed that the mean (x) values of the
respondents on the 9 items, ranged from 2.75 to 3.19 which are all
greater than the cut-off point value of 2.50. This indicated that, the
respondents agreed that the identified 9 items in the table are
specialization strategies available for entrepreneurs for effective
production of goods and services in organizations in Asaba, Delta
State. The standard deviation values ranged between 0.75 to 1.19
which indicates that the responses of the respondents are close to the
mean and one another and the mean.

Research Question Two: What are the challenges facing the
implementation of available specialization strategies for entrepreneurs
for effective production of goods and services in organizations in
Asaba, Delta state?
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Table 3: Mean response on challenges facing the implementation of
available specialization strategies for entrepreneurs for effective
production of goods and services in organizations. N=72

S/IN STATEMENT SA A D SD MEAN S.D DECISION
10 Inadequate planning and coordination among some 20 30 13 9 2.84 0.96 Agree
entrepreneurs
11 |Poor implementation and execution of business 27 2514 |6 (3.01 |0.95 |Agree
plan

12 [Poor administration of specialization strategies 20 |24 (15 (13 [2.70  |1.05 |Agree
among some entrepreneurs
13 |Inability of some entrepreneurs to offer new 26 |27 (14 |5 (3.03 |0.91 |Agree
products all the time
14 |Inadequate funding of some business organization 29 [22 12 |9 [2.99 [1.03 |Agree

15 [High cost of using technological facilities 21 2813 |10 |2.83 |1.00 |Agree

16 [Instability in government policies and insecurity |25 |20 (18 [19 |2.62 1.14 |Agree

17 |Problems of power supply 28 |21(14 9 (294 [1.03 |Agree

18 |Limited ability to diversify and create new 22 (30 (13 |17 [2.69 |1.07 |Agree
products or services among some entrepreneurs

19 |High investment costs requirements for 23 1919 |11 [2.75 |1.06 |Agree

specialization
20 |Lack of flexibility in some business organization |27 2311 |11 [2.92  [1.06 |Agree
21 |High level of illiteracy among entrepreneursand |25 26|16 [5 |2.99 [0.92 |Agree
staff
22 |Inadequate monitoring and supervision in some 32 |19(12 |9 (3.03 |1.05 |Agree
business organization
23 Inadequate number of credit facilities availableto 27 33 10 2 3.18 0.77 Agree
entrepreneurs

Grand Mean 2.89  1.00 Agree

The result in table 3 revealed that the mean values of the respondents
on the 14 items ranged from 2.62 to 3.18 which are all greater than the
cut-off point value of 2.50 This indicated that the respondents agreed
that the identified 14 items in the table are challenges facing the
implementation of available specialization strategies for entrepreneurs
for effective production of goods and services in organizations in
Asaba, Delta state. The standard deviation values ranged between 0.77
to 1.14 which suggests that the responses of the respondents are close
to and one another and the mean.

Discussion of Findings: The result from the analysis of table two
shows that extensive specialization, passive specialization, restrictive
specialization,  diversification  specialization, re-concentration
specialization, niche market focus specialization, customized services
specialization, product differentiation specialization, technology focus
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specialization are the specialization strategies available for
entrepreneurs for effective production of goods and services in
organizations in Asaba, Delta State.

The findings relate to the assertion of Mayhew and Wilkins
(2018) and Norton and Tenenbaum (2015) which listed Extensive
specialization, Passive specialization, Restrictive specialization,
Specialization by diversifying, Specialization by re-concentration,
Niche Market Focus, Customized Services, Product Differentiation and
Technology Focus as diversification strategy. Also, Al-Hersh,
Aburoub and Saaty (2018) stated that diversification strategy has
resulted in organizational strategy shifting towards the customer or
end-user and how they interact with the organizational products or
services and establishing long-term relationships.

Finally, the result from the analysis of table three showed that
inadequate planning and coordination among some entrepreneurs, poor
implementation and execution of business plan, poor administration of
specialization strategies among some entrepreneurs, inability of some
entrepreneurs to offer new products all the time, inadequate funding of
some business organization, high cost of using technological facilities,
instability in government policies and insecurity among others are the
challenges facing the implementation of available specialization
strategies for entrepreneurs for effective production of goods and
services in organizations in Asaba, Delta State.

The findings relate to the assertion of Oberiri (2016) who
asserted that despite the specialization strategies adopted by business
organization, some challenges facing proper implementation of
specialization strategies have been identified to be lack of proper
planning and coordination, poor implementation and execution, lack of
proper specialization strategies, inability of business organization to
offer new products all the time, lack of resources, lack of proper
technology, government regulations and political unrest in the country
hinders businesses to adopt a particular specialization strategy, limited
training to organization staff, customers always looking for better
quality product with no extra cost and weak economic conditions.
Bean-Mellinger (2018) also listed the following challenges and
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limitation of specialization strategy; limited ability to diversify and
create new products or services, high investment costs required for
specialization.

Conclusion:The issue of effective production of goods and services is
a critical factor that must be given constant attention to achieve stated
organizational objectives. From the findings of this study, it can be
concluded that entrepreneurs using appropriate specialization strategies
have independently contributed immensely to the effective production
of goods and services as well as retainment and satisfaction of
customers. More so, entrepreneurs have adopted several specialization
strategies for effective production of goods and services. Despite the
strategies adopted, entrepreneurs still face some challenges in
implementing the available specialization strategies for effective
production of goods and services in organizations.

Recommendations:

Based on the findings, the paper recommends the following.

1. Specialization strategies should be adopted by business
organizations, this will help them to be more effective in
production of goods and services.

2. Specialization strategy planner should be employed by business
organizations to minimize the effects of the challenges facing the
implementation of the available specialization strategies.
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Abstract

The study assessed the influence of sex education on sexual behaviour of
secondary school students in Oshimili South LGA of Delta State. The study
was prompted by the prevailing incidence of teenage involvement in
unhealthy and premarital sexual relationship and other sexually related
behaviours among secondary school students. Descriptive survey design was
adopted in the study. Three research questions guided the study. All the
students in public secondary schools in Oshimili South L.G.A. constituted the
population of the study. The sample for the study comprised two hundred
twenty (220) respondents (22 students from each school) selected from 10
public secondary schools. The cluster and random sampling techniques were
used for the selection of the sample. The instrument used for data collection
was a structured questionnaire entitled: Sex Education and Sexual
Behaviour of Secondary School Students’ Related Questionnaire
(SESBSSSRQ). The questionnaire was a 27-item instrument of 4-point rating
scale designed to elicit responses from the respondents. 220 copies of the
instrument were administered to the respondents but 218 copies representing
96% were retrieved and used in the study. Descriptive statistics of mean
scores and standard deviation were used for data analyses. Findings in the
study revealed among other things that; sex education tends to promote
unhealthy sexual behaviours among students; such behaviours as premarital
sexual relationship, wrong use of contraceptives, and casual sex, which
result in  students experiencing unwanted pregnancy, mortality and
morbidity, sexual curiosity, school dropout, prostitution, and contraction of
STDs, because of poor teaching as nonprofessionals are engaged to teacher
the subject and that teachers emphasize on contraceptive, prevention, and
abortion instead of abstinence from premarital sexual relationships. The
study recommended among other things that; the federal government in
collaboration with the state government should endeavour to train sex
education experts and engage their services at the secondary schools, and
that, parents, and teachers, through the instrumentality of Parents, Teacher
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Association, should engage students regularly on sex and sexuality talks.
Keywords: Sex education, sexual behaviour, secondary school students and
sexual practices.

Introduction

Education, at whatever level, is designed to transform and develop the

innate skills and talents naturally endowed in individuals to make them

effectively functional and useful to themselves and the society at large.

To achieve these, goals and objectives are normally put in place to

guide and direct people in the anticipated behaviour line. For instance,

the Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2004; 2013) outline the specific
goals of secondary education to include.

I. To inspire students with a desire for self-improvement and
achievement of excellence.

ii. To raise a generation of people who can think for themselves,
respect the views and feelings of others and dignity of labour,
appreciate our national values, and live as good citizens.

It is expected that all the beneficiaries of the Nigerian education

system conform to the prescriptions of the system as deviation from

the set standards and expectations could be detrimental, not to the
individual alone but the entire society by extension.

The Nigerian society is grappling with many behavioural
problems of youths; such problems include truancy, disobedience, drug
offences, assault, insult, stealing, violent demonstration, vandalism,
examination malpractice, robbery, and secret cult activities (Allen,
2011). Apart from these widely publicized behavioural problems,
heterosexual activities are also listed among the types of behavioural
problems prevalent in Nigerian secondary schools. These various
forms of sexually related behaviours are referred to as sex abuse, sex
offences, sexual misconduct, sexual immorality, sexual promiscuity,
and sexual maladjustment (Goldfarb, & Constantine, 2011). Perhaps,
it is in the light of the above that the FRN (2014) included sex
education in secondary education curriculum of studies and health
education. It is believed that sex education can play a major role in
helping teenagers make healthy and responsible decisions about sex,
by providing them with the information and skills they need to delay
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sexual activities to protect them. Thus, at the time they begin having
sex at a younger age, they are at risk of unintended pregnancy,
Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) and its complications (Weber,
2017).

Sex is a topic which most people would not like to talk about
(Kirby, 2012). The scholar asserts that the Nigerian parents’ attitude
towards sex education is that “the child will grow up to know” and for
that reason, they would not like to discuss any matter pertaining sex in
the presence of their children; and even if they do, the children are not
expected to listen.

Human sexuality has biological, emotional, physical, and
spiritual aspects. The biological mechanism or aspect of sexuality
refers to the reproductive mechanism as well as the basic biological
drive that exists between individuals and is expressed through
profound feeding or physical manifestation of emotion, love, trust and
caring (Sule, Akor, Toluhi, Suleiman, & Ali, 2015). The authors also
affirm that; adolescents are curious about some or all the aspects of
their sexuality as well as the nature of sexuality in general and that
many would like to experience the sexuality without reasoning about
its implications. Turner and Stayton (2014) posit that children learn
about sex from several places which include; the streets, play boys
(peers) and sex magazines but learn little or nothing in schools as
hygiene education, which cannot help the adolescence overcome their
sexual desires, is emphasized to the near neglect of sex education
which is of great importance in the life of young people and a basic
necessity as long as healthy sexual behaviour is concern.

Parents play a passive role in providing information to their
children, yet they are expected to be key players in this role. This is
because sex in most African societies is a taboo subject between
parents and children. In urban areas most parents are working and
spend little time with their children. Children therefore spend their
time with grandparents or other persons entrusted with their care, yet
communication about sex and sexuality are a silent wave (UNESCO,
2009; Ugoji, 2014). In a study conducted by Opara and Akani (2012),
70.2% of the respondents believed it was the responsibility of parents
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to educate their children on sexuality, and over 70% acknowledged
that the home was the best place for such education. 40.5% believed
that 6-10 years was the ideal age for starting sex education while 49%
thought that the ideal age was 11-15 years. 65% of respondents
discussed sexuality issues with their children at least occasionally, the
content mostly involved description of body parts and reproductive
organs. This tends to create a gap between the reality and the myth
surrounding sexuality, which also raise questions that beg for answers.

Sex education is sometimes called sexuality education. Sex
education is also about developing young people’s skills so that they
develop basic understanding of sex and sexuality and make good
choices about sex with the implications in focus. It is widely accepted
that children have a right to sex education (Miley, 2019). It is a means
by which they are helped to protect themselves against abuse,
exploitation, unintended pregnancies, and sexually transmitted
diseases. Providing an effective sex education helps to meet young
people’s right to understanding sexuality and the relationship they need
to contribute to adolescents’ full social and economic roles (Inyang,
2013). Young people need the knowledge and skills to make choices
about when to have sex and how to protect themselves. Where this is
denied the young children, they may be tempted to take things for
granted and explore their biological potentials with carelessness.

Comprehensive sex education curricula have been endorsed by
various governments, educational organizations, and teenage advocacy
groups as the most effective and dependable method for reducing
teenage unhealthy sexual practices with its complications such as
Sexually Transmitted Diseases (Bauer & Fetherstonhaugh, 2016). But
the continued increase in the number of teenage sexually related
atrocities, such as rape, lesbianism, gay sex, anal sex, and abortion
which result in increase in school dropout rate of female adolescence,
point to gaps that should be filled by this study. It is against this
background that the researcher embarks on this study of impact of sex
education on sexual behaviour of secondary school students in
Oshimili South LGA of Delta State.
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Statement of the Problem

Education is the process through which worthwhile values are
transmitted from more experienced persons to less experienced with
the hope of transforming the behaviour of the learner. One important
behaviour that requires serious transformation is sexual behaviour
among Yyouths. lronically, this seems to be farce among secondary
school students. Sexual intimacy, which is supposed to be an activity
between two legitimately married couples with high degree of
maturity, seems to have been taken over by adolescent youths who are
relatively ignorant of the implications of casual sex. Efforts to curb this
trend has not yielded the desired results as teenage sexual
relationships, rape, lesbianism, gay sex, anal sex, and abortion, which
result in increased cases of school dropout rate among female
adolescence manifest with unprecedented count. The introduction of
sex education into the secondary school curriculum has not changed
the trend rather it seems to compound the development. For instance,
13% of secondary school girls, 26% of polytechnic girls, 23% of
undergraduates and as much as 51% of working adolescent girls have
had abortion procedure before marriage. Nine in every ten female
adolescents will terminate their pregnancy if it occurs. More so, 70%
males and 50% females attending secondary schools in Nigeria are
sexually active or have had sexual relations at least once (Chochrek,
2017; Centre for Disease and Control, CDC, 2012). Research has
shown that adolescents constantly want to receive information about
sexuality from their parents and teachers, but parents tend to shy away
from it due to cultural and religious factors. Some teachers who do it at
schools are not professionally rooted and some capitalize on the
vulnerability of the students, especially the girlchild to teach out of
context to prompt unhealthy intrigue from the students. Adolescents
being highly restless and inquisitive people always want to learn about
sexuality from many other sources. These sources include friends,
neighbors, electronic media, music, books, and internet. Despite all
these sources of instructions on sexuality and sexual health, secondary
school children still engage in casual sexual behaviours resulting in
sexual complexities such as premature and marital sex, unwanted
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pregnancies, unsafe abortions, and sexual transmissible diseases, and
currently, same sex relationship. It is against this background that this
study assessed the Impact of Sex Education on Sexual Behaviour of
Secondary School Students in Oshimili South Local Government Area
of Delta State.

Purpose of the Study
Generally, the study aimed to assess the impact of sex education on

sexual behaviour of secondary school students in Oshimili South Local

Government Area of Delta State. Specifically, the study aimed to;

1. identify the forms of sexual behaviour involved by secondary
school students.

2. determine the influence of sex education on secondary school
students’ abstinence from sexual activities.

3. determine the extent at which sex education curbs unhealthy sexual
behaviour among secondary school students.

Research Questions

The following research questions were raised to guide the study.

1.  What are the forms of sexual behaviour exhibited by secondary
school students?

2. To what extent does sex education influence secondary school
students’ abstinence from premarital relationships?

3. To what extent does teaching of sex education curb unhealthy
sexual behaviour among secondary school students?

Method

The study adopted the descriptive survey design. The population of the

study comprised all the students in public secondary schools in

Oshimili South L.G.A. The sample for the study comprised two

hundred and twenty (220) respondents selected from 10 public

secondary schools. The cluster and random sampling techniques were

used for the selection of the sample. Twelve (22) students were

selected from each school. The instrument used for data collection was

a structured questionnaire entitled: Sex Education and Sexual

Behaviour of Secondary School Students’ Related Questionnaire

(SESBSSSRQ). The questionnaire was a 27-item instrument with a 4-

point rating scale designed to elicit responses from the respondents.
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The reliability of the instrument was established through a trial test
done with the split-half method. 20 students and 10 teachers were
involved in the trial test. A consistency value of 0.84 was attained for
which the instrument was adjudged reliable. 280 copies of the
instrument were administered to the respondents but 272 copies
representing 96% were retrieved and used in the study. Descriptive
statistics of mean scores and standard deviation were used for data
analyses. A criterion mean score of 2.50 was used to determine the
treatment of a mean score of the responses as agree or disagree. Mean
scores that ranged from 2.50 and above were treated as agree while any
mean score below 2.50 was treated as disagree.

Data Analyses and Results

Research Question One: What are the forms of sexual behaviour
exhibited by secondary school students?

Table 3: Mean and Standard Deviation of respondents’ Rating on the
Forms of Sexual Behaviour Exhibited by Secondary Schools Students
S/IN Item SA A D SD X SD  Decision

Because of their age
bracket, secondary school

students;

1  Generally, have sexual 78 100 60 34 Agree
intercourse 2.82 0.99

2  have boy and girl friends 97 66 56 53 Agree
for sexual reasons 276 1.14

3 arecommonly involvedin55 63 105 49 Disagree
oral sex 246 1.01

4 areinvolved inanalsex 99 58 50 65 2.70 1.19 Agree

5 involved in same sex 26 42 95 109 Disagree
relationship 194 0.97

6  commercial sex work 30 68 79 95 2.12 1.01 Disagree
Grand mean 246 1.08 Disagree

Source: Field survey, 2023

Table 1 revealed that respondents agreed with items 1(2.82);
2(2.76); and 4(2.70), with the mean scores significantly higher than
2.50 criterion mean. The result also showed that the respondents
disagreed with items 3(2.46); 5(1.94) and 6(2.12) respectively, with
mean scores that are significantly less than 2.50 criterion mean. The
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grand mean for all the items was 2.46 while the aggregate standard
deviation was 1.08. The result indicated that secondary school students
(boys and girls) generally have sexual intercourse amongst themselves,
have boy/girlfriends for sexual purposes and are involved in anal sex
activities. It also indicated that, though students involve in sexual
activities, they do not commonly get involved in oral sex, same sex,
and commercial sex work.

Research Question Two: To what extent does sex education influence
secondary school students’ abstinence from premarital/ casual sexual
relationships?

Table 4: Mean and Standard Deviation of Respondents’ Rating on The
Influence of Sex Education on Secondary School Students’ Abstinence from
Premarital/Casual Sexual Relationships

SIN Item VHE HE LE VLE X SD Decision

Sex education influences secondary
school students to be involved rather

than curb;

7 Unwanted pregnancy 98 80 34 60 279 115 HE
8 Sexual curiosity among secondary 105 62 55 50 HE
students 282 1.14
9 Premarital sexual relationships 92 65 52 63 268 117 HE
10  Prostitution among secondary students 109 42 95 26 2.86 1.06 HE
11 Annal sexual activities 95 79 38 60 277 115 HE
12 Exposes students to the use of HE

contraceptives. 102 67 57 46
instead of avoiding sexual relationship 283 111

13 Makes students become sexually wild 73 81 49 69 258 114 HE
14 Explore sexual activities at the extreme 75 83 44 70 260 115 HE

15  Poor academic performance 107 60 50 55 281 116 HE
16 See sex as fun and normal for students 65 102 45 60 2.63 1.08 HE
17  Frequent abortion 120 67 43 42 297 110 HE

Grand mean 278 112 HE

Table 2 reveals that respondents agree with all the items to a high
extent as all the mean scores for the items ranged between 2.58 and
2.97; values that are significantly higher than 2.50 criterion mean. The
grand mean for the result showed 2.78 with a grand standard deviation
of 1.12. The grand mean was significantly higher than 2.50 criterion
mean for acceptance of a mean value as high extent or low extent. The
result showed sex education, rather than help students, exposes them to
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explore sexual activities which results in unwanted pregnancy, sexual
curiosity, prostitution, exposure students to unhealthy contraceptives,
sexually wild, poor academic performance, see sex as fun and normal
for students and frequent abortion.
Research Question Three: To what extent does effective teaching of
sex education curb unhealthy sexual behaviour among secondary
school students?
Table 3: Mean and Standard Deviation of respondents’ Rating on the
extent effective teaching of sex education curb unhealthy sexual behaviour
among secondary school students.
S/N Item VHE HE LE VLE x SD  Decision
Effective teaching of sex
education would reduce/curb

18 incidence of premarital sexual 99 80 44 49 HE
relationship 284 111

19 incidence of unwanted pregnancy 67 96 46 63 2.61 1.09 HE

20  Mortality and morbidity among 85 73 69 45 HE
teenagers 273 1.08

21  Sexual curiosity among secondary 50 48 99 75 LE
students 227 1.06

22  School dropout due to pregnancy 95 107 26 44 HE
293 1.04

23 Prostitution among secondary 30 48 99 95 LE
students 2.05 0.98

24 Cases of sexually transmitted 93 103 34 42 HE
diseases (STD 291 1.04

25  Make students to use 93 105 32 42 HE
contraceptives for sex 292 1.04

26  Make students become wild about 88 70 60 54 HE
sex 271 112

27  Expose students to deeper
knowledge of sexual relationship 81 77 55 59 266 112 HE
Grand mean 266 1.06 HE

Source: Field survey, 2020

Table 5 reveals that respondents agree with all the items to high
extent (HE) except items 31 and 33 with mean scores of 2. 27 and 2.05
respectively, which are significantly less than 2.50 benchmark for
acceptance of a mean value as agree or disagree. The mean scores for
all the other items range between 2.61 and 2.93 and are significantly
higher than 2.50 benchmark. The grand mean for all the items is 2.66
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with an aggregate standard deviation of 1.06. The result indicates that
effective teaching of sex education and sexuality could curb the
incidence of premarital sexual relationship, unwanted pregnancy,
mortality and morbidity of teenagers, school dropout due to pregnancy,
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), and use of unhealthy
contraceptives for sex and expose students to deeper knowledge of
sexuality among students.

Discussion of Results

Finding in the study revealed that secondary school students
(boys and girls) generally indulge indifferent sexual behaviours such as
sexual intercourse, boy/girlfriends for sexual purposes and different
forms of sexual activities including anal sex. It also revealed that due
to the carefree attitude of students towards sexual activities and
relationships, some of them, especially the female, contract STDs, get
pregnant and engage in casual abortions which sometimes result in
death or loss of fertility. The finding aligns with the finding of
Chochrek (2017) and Inyang (2013) who corroborated that teenagers,
especially secondary school students engage in casual sexual behaviour
not ignorant of the consequences which sometimes are deadly, not only
to the victims but to the entire society as chances of spreading STDs
could be very high.

Further finding from the study revealed that, although students
involve in sexual activities, they are not used to same sex and
commercial sex work. This could be due to the influence of the
environment they find themselves and the relationship between the
school and the home environment which allows students, in most cases
to return to their homes after school. This finding agrees with the
findings of Bauer and Fetherstonhaugh (2016). who stated that
students, though not aversely exposed to sex education, have some
traditional knowledge of the risk associated with unhealthy sexuality
such as anal sex and as such, refrain from it.

Additionally, findings from the study revealed that, the manner
sex education is taught in secondary schools makes students to explore
sexual activities which result in premarital sexual relationship,

unwanted pregnancy, mortality and morbidity, sexual curiosity, school
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dropout, prostitution, contraction of STDs, exposure to unhealthy
contraceptives, sexually wild, and frequent abortions. This finding
contradicts the earlier findings of Obiekea, Ovri and Chukwuma
(2013) who emphasized that sex education is nonnegotiable for
secondary education as ignorance of the knowledge thereof would not
excuse them of the dangers therein.

Furthermore, the result revealed that effective teaching of sex
education and sexuality could curb the incidence of premarital sexual
relationship, unwanted pregnancy, mortality and morbidity of
teenagers, school dropout due to pregnancy, sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs), and use of unhealthy contraceptives for sex and
expose students to deeper knowledge of sexuality among students.
This finding aligns with the positions of Weber (2017) and Ugoji
(2014) who, though carried out different studies, but agreed on the
gains of sex education to secondary school students and the entire
society at large if taught by professionals and with clear set goals and
objectives.

Conclusion: Sex is an attribute of human behaviour, though, not
free from challenging issues that could throw the world into traumatic
experiences; for example, HIV/AIDS with its complicated health and
economic challenges. To avert unforeseen health dangers could befall
the youths, whose prospects depend on healthy living, government has
introduced sex education into the primary and secondary school
curriculum. The essence is to equip the young ones with the
appropriate knowledge, attitude and practice of sexuality and its
associated behavioural practices. However, the response of the youth,
particularly teenagers, towards sexual relationships and activities is not
encouraging. People are getting confused on what could be the cause.
Secondary school students, in their youthful exuberances, explore sex
and sexual behaviours without care. They go all out to engage in
premarital sexual relationships with little or no self-care about what
may come out of it. Some engage in different sexual forms and
behaviour that are not healthy for human. The resultant effects, in most
cases, are premarital pregnancies, contraction of STDs, morbidity and
premature death due to abortion and maternal mortality. These could
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be attributed to non-professionals teaching sex education with

emphasis on sexuality rather than protection, abstinence, and

prevention. Until the right thing is done, sex education will remain a

mission in futility. If the right thing must be done, it must be now.
Recommendations:- Based on the findings of the study, the following

recommendations were made.

1. The federal government in collaboration with the state government
should endeavour to train sex education experts and engage their services
at the secondary schools. this will help in the implementation of policy
on sexuality and sex education.

2. School managements in partnership with the ministry of education
should regularly organize seminars and workshop for students and
parents on the relevance of sex education to the child, especially those in
secondary school. This will bring the knowledge of sexuality and
protective measures to student who may not be able
to abstain perfectly from premature sexual relationships.

3. Parents and teachers, through the instrumentality of Parents, Teacher
Association, should engage students regularly for sex and sexuality talks.
This will make students to be free with both parents and teachers as well
as management on issues that concern them.

4. Guidance and Counseling units of all schools should expose and guide
the students through all the available and accessible sex education
sources.
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Abstract

Fostering creativity against insecurity in the early childhood care
development education (ECCDE) learner is aimed at providing the learner
with some security tips. If the ECCDE learners can be exposed to sex
education, they can be taught security skills. The incident of insecurity is
alarming. School children and adults are kidnapped daily. It is claimed that
children are used for rituals. Against this backdrop, this paper looked at the
possibility of teaching the learner some security skills to guide them. This
paper is significant as security challenges confront the Nigerian state, and
the efforts of stakeholders on security issues are infinitesimal. This paper
employed the phenomenological approach to examine the issue of creativity
and insecurity in ECCDE. This approach enabled the author to explore live
experiences, ways of fostering creativity in early childhood care
development education, and how the learner can be encouraged to aspire to
novelty. The paper suggests that creativity and insecurity at this level of
education should be monitored for effective implementation. Caregivers
should be equipped with the strategies to help children realise their security
potential and assist in fostering creativity effectively.

Keywords: Creativity; Early Childhood Care Development Education;
Insecurity

Introduction

Communal clashes, religious bickering, and ethnic chauvinism are
some of the elements that lead to political crises in Nigeria. There is a
dramatic increase in violence, terrorism and the like, in Nigeria today.
Lawless sects are raising the tempo of their campaign in various parts
of the country. We hear of series of bombings, shooting and killings,
kidnappings, armed robbery, arson and so on. These take place from
north to south, east to west and almost on daily basis. The
phenomenon ‘insecurity’ has been extended to cover other spheres like
economic and political insecurity. In this paper, the author’s
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concentration will be to treat the topic holistically - as it affects the life
and property of the citizenry. Let us now examine the cause of this
problem. Unguarded borders allow criminals to enter the country
without check. Proliferation of Arms and Ammunitions: Several arms
hauls have been ceased at our air and seaports, some in very large
quantities. This is not good for the country. These arms and
ammunition end up in the hands of criminals who apply same in their
nefarious activities in the country thereby making life insecure for the
people of their locality. Illegal Armed groups — lllegal importation of
arms and ammunition has made possession of arms by individuals and
groups very easy. We can name groups like Niger Delta Militants,
Oodua People’s Congress, ‘Bakassi Boys’, MASSOB that possess
arms and ammunition. Oil Bunkering — Nigeria being one of the
largest oils producing nation suffers from the activities of illegal oil
bunkering. This activity is promoted by the spate of insecurity in the
country.

Kidnapping — this is another visible sign of insecurity in the
country. The perpetrators of this crime do not spare anyone in this new
wave of crime that seems to have supplanted armed robbery and other
non-contact crimes. Since this act began in Nigeria, aged, children,
male and female have been kidnapped for ransom. This has made life
unbearable to the citizens. People now live in fear of falling victims to
these criminals. Militancy — According to criminal law, militancy is
violence, illegal force or the illegal use of unjustified force or the
intimidating effect created by the threat of this act. This word became
pronounced in Nigeria when the Niger Deltans took up arms against
government exploitation and environmental degradation of their area
due to oil exploration and exploitation. This does not only exist in the
Niger Delta area. Other parts of the country have witnessed militants
who commit atrocities worse than the youths of Niger Delta whose
area is given the ‘brand name’. Until recently the word ‘insurgence’
was alien to Nigerian society. The activities of the Militant Islamic
sect popularly called “Boko Haram” have opened this chapter of
militancy in Nigeria. Shootings, bombings, kidnappings, arson, car and
suicide bombing in various parts of the country are said to be the
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handiwork of ‘insurgence’. These activities have heightened the spade
of insecurity in the nation.

This is back-up with criminals who are ready to die in Nigeria
waterways. This therefore makes the coastal areas of our oil producing
states unsafe. Labour activists — Early in 2012 the Nigerian Labour
Congress call for a nationwide strike because of increase in price of
fuel by government. They accused the government of insensitivity to
the suffering of the people as well as ignoring the insecurity challenges
in the country. Peaceful protests by Labour and other civil society
groups have severally been high jacked by miscreants and inflicted
pains on people and made life in our cities insecure. Fear and Distrust
on Government - What the current trend of violence is imprinting on
the psyche of Nigerians is that the government security apparatus is
incapable of guaranteeing the safety and security of its people. This
has, therefore, impact on the general human security of the people as
the situation promotes fear, limits the peoples' ability to develop
economically.

Electioneering - Election periods in the country seem to be the
moment of serious security challenge. Shafiu S. Zurmi (Daily Sun,
Friday January 21, 2011, p. 19 “While the major political characters
intensify their efforts at winning the support of the Nigerian public,
ordinary Nigerians are daily becoming more and more apprehensive
about the security implications to the country before, during and after
the elections. The general anxiety over the nation’s security is germane
and should be a source of concern to the government.”

Dr. Franz Fanon once said, “Those who make peaceful change
impossible make violent change inevitable”. Ethnic violence - We
have heard in some area like Plateau and Benue States reprisal attacks
by ethnic militia unleashing insecurity in these areas. While security in
some parts of the country, like the South-south, southeast and the
southwest has been compromised, the northern zone that has always
shown a propensity for violent conflicts did not disappoint security
watchers. Starting with the usual religious/ethnic oriented conflicts to
the Jos ethnic/religious/political conflicts of 2008 till date, the northern
states have shown that security of persons and properties is still far
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from being realized. The current security situation in Nigeria has
forced the political leaders to a ‘rethinking national security’ as
Ibrahim Bashir of the Daily Sun puts it. This situation demands
Nigeria security agencies to rethink and refocus our national security
resources on the unique character of security threats in Nigeria.
(lbrahim, Thursday, March 24, 2011). Nigerians are daily becoming
more and more apprehensive about the security implications to the
country before, during and after the elections. This paper agrees with
Shafiu S. Zurmi that “the general anxiety over the nation’s security is
germane and ought to be a source of concern to the government”
(Daily Sun, Friday January 21, 2011).

The growing insecurity challenges in Nigeria are signs of the
growing popular discontent with the national political system and
indications that past elections were not free and fair. If the government
is unable to control and solve the problem of insecurity it means that
that government for the common has failed. This is because the basic
goals of any civilized are the survival and security of life and property.
Karl Marx added a voice that “Insecurity as destabilizing” (qtd. By
Benjamin Ryan: 2008). This is true in that when a nation is not secure
it can destabilize the economy, agriculture, governance and increases
criminality in the society. It can also destroy the structures put in place
by the government for political stability.

The environment is not secured when this is the case. The
children and women are the most vulnerable and victims of these
unwholesome crises and insecurity. It is believed that the learner at
this level of education can be encouraged to take security as a priority
this is because, at this level of learning, teachers use learning material
or skill and other resources to facilitate children interest in learning
(UBEC, 2013). Creativity is a skill which can be learnt and developed
by the learner at a tender age can be manifested in the fantasy and
imaginative play. Learners enjoy building houses with sand, imitating
sounds and often express ideas in the arts form by drawing painting
and so on. No matter how serious the government may be in the bid to
provide security for her citizens, no time may be more than appropriate
than now to simulate children at the early childhood education level in
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order to forestall security challenges. Having knowledge about
insecurity may be better than any kind of rehabilitation after
experiencing any form of attack. Not until delve into this safety and
security area of learning, we may not know if the early childhood
education curriculum has the prerequisite to educate the learner to be
knowledgeable in content area and to develop their creative skill. In
doing this, this study adopted the phenomenological approach in
examining the concept of creativity, security, young people, insecurity
and risks, early childhood care education, challenges of insecurity in
Nigeria, creative early childhood learner and security challenges in
Nigeria, among other issues.
Concept of Creativity

In his discussion of artistic geniuses, Kant definition of artistic
genius as the ability to produce works that are not only original (since
there can be nonsensical originality) but also exemplary does not really
capture what creativity is all about(Hills & Bird, 2018; Runco& Jaeger
2012),even though this Kantian definition of creativity has come to be
known as “the standard definition” of creativity (for an overview, see).
This standard definition doesn’t fully capture the concept of creativity.
Boden’s definition of creativity has perhaps been most influential
among researchers who share her interest in computer creativity
(Halina 2021; Miller 2019; du Sautoy, 2019). In contrast to Boden’s
(2014) conception of creativity, a philosopher proposes that what
makes a mental process creative is not that it involves ‘“the
recombination of old ideas or the transformation of one’s conceptual
space”, but rather that the creator experiences the process as creativity
(Nanay,2014). Kronfeldner, 2018) argues that the process of making
something creative must exhibit originality, divergent thinking,
imagination, inventiveness, and giftedness. For children, the outdoors
is @ much more autonomous environment in which they enjoy a greater
degree of freedom to learn, play and do things extra-ordinary in their
own rights. Given that these same freedoms apply equally to others,
outdoor play also challenges and develops the learner’s ability to
assess and appropriately regulate their behaviour and develop personal
attributes such as perseverance and resilience. Isaac Newton is an
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example of his own originated originality in his discovery when he
independently invented the calculus. This originality, according to
Kronfeldner (2017), is essential to creativity. Hajek (2018), who has
independently proposed that by using various heuristics, philosophers
can enhance their abilities to make valuable contributions to their field,
including ideas that are distinctively creative. This means that little is
known about what constitute a creative person looking at a creative
process. It is a formulation of fluent, flexible, and original solution to
problems (Guat, 2016). Creativity is the ability to think about a task or
a problem in a new or different way, or the ability to use the
imagination to generate new ideas (Alan, 2014). Also, creativity
enables one to solve complex problems or find interesting ways to
approach tasks. If one is creative, one looks at things from a unique
perspective. One can find patterns and make connections to find
opportunities. There is some risk involved with being creative, but one
can show that they are self-motivated to try things that have not been
done before.

Concept of Security

Security is a broad concept that encompasses measures and
practices designed to protect various assets, such as information,
resources, and individuals, from potential threats or harm. It involves
the implementation of safeguards, policies, and procedures to prevent
unauthorized access, damage, or loss. Security can be applied in
various domains, including cyber security, physical security, financial
security, and more, to ensure the safety and integrity of these assets.
The opposite of security is insecurity. The conceptualization of
insecurity from the perspective of young people does not last forever,
and you never know when you are going to be replaced by someone
else (Lupton, 1999; Giddens, 1990). Discourses on risk offer one
frame of reference for the insecurity among young people. It gives a
context in which to understand the challenges that young people face
in late modern society and their task of making sense of the world.
Risk society is not a static description of the state of the world.
Instead, it describes the dynamics where people have to be reflexive in
coping with uncertainty (Threadgold &Nilan 2009). Abbott (2000)
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believes that the issue of security calls for the following questions:
“Are we providing young people with sufficient opportunities which
enable young people to build up their psychological success and
personal inner security? Are there enough collective safe heavens,
private spaces in time or in states of mind, which help to reflect and to
find a foothold in our dynamic world?” The call for security in an
insecure world is quite a difficult task, and in the ultimate sense,
absolute security is an illusion. The more security is guaranteed, the
less insecurity is tolerated (Mau et al., 2011; Evers & Nowotny, 1987;
Vornanen, 2009;). More and more information about insecurity in
different spheres of life is available and young people receive this
information on the internet and through an ever-expanding variety of
different channels like sex and all forms of negativity.

To Kaufman, security is in relation to orientation about the
world. That is, how conscious people perceive threats and demands
from the outside world. When security is related to systems it includes
technical security and political security, which implicates systems of
governing the risks and threats in society. Close relationships,
according to Kaufman, are the basic pillars of security in childhood.
These relationships are the ones that offer young people some kind of
safe heaven and private space (Abbott-Chapman, 2000). One of the
paradoxes in security is that the more secure childhood is, the more
insecurity is tolerated later in life. This means that a person who has
had a secure base has the trust in others, the self-confidence, and the
coping skills needed to handle threats, troubles, and risks in life
(Bowlby, 1988). The other interesting paradox lies in the implicit
beliefs that young people are either insecure or troublemakers, or
conversely, at risk of something and in need of protection from evil.
Young people or children are often seen as a group of people that
should be better protected, policed from the evils of the world, or
better controlled (Roche, 1999). The more insecure a person has
experienced, the more they cause insecurity for others because of
trauma and anxiety, fears and trust difficulties. Moreover, the more
security the person has gained, the more they can offer to other people
(Torronen & Vornanen 2002).
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Early Childhood Education in Nigeria

By providing education in a child's most formative years,
ECCDE also has the capacity to preemptively begin closing the
educational achievement gap between creativity and insecurity before
formal schooling begins. Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2014)
defines early childhood care Education as the education given to in an
institution to children prior to their entering the primary school. Early
childhood care education includes all the arrangement providing care
and education for children under compulsory school age. Obisayan et
al (2014) see ECCDE as the first formal education children received
auspices of teachers. It main concern is to build the background of
experience that will promote later attainment o academic skills. Since
the rest of the education system is built on it, any defect or impairment
at this stage could go a long way in affecting the later intellectual
ability and adjustment of the child. On the contrary, any appropriately
planned stimulation of this critical period will greatly influence the
child success in life.

Early childhood education is the positive arrangement made by
the home and complement by the school to captivate children prior to
their entering primary school. This level of education, therefore, serves
as complement to the home and not as substitute. It helps in preparing
the child for his future schooling and also assists them to benefit fully
from their present stage of development by equipping them for the
future living. The starting point of early childhood education
sometimes varies with individual schools. Early Childhood Care
Development Education (ECCDE) was launched as a distinct strategy
to reduce drop-out rate and improve the rate of retention of children in
schools. ECCDE is designed to improve children’s communicative
skills, cognitive skills, social, emotional, intellectual skills and
personality development skills as a preparation for entry into primary
schools.

Curricula in early childhood care and education (ECCDE) is the
driving force behind any ECCDE programme. It is an integral part of
the engine that, together with the energy and motivation of staff,
provides the momentum that makes programmes live. It follows
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therefore that the quality of a programme is greatly influenced by the
quality of its curriculum. In early childhood, these may be programmes
for children, including health and nutrition interventions and prenatal
programmes, as well as centre-based programmes for children.
Children’'s learning potential and outcomes are negatively affected by
exposure to violence, abuse and child labour. Thus, protecting young
children from violence and exploitation is part of broad educational
concerns. Due to difficulties and sensitivities around the issue of
measuring and monitoring child protection violations and gaps in
defining, collecting, and analysing appropriate indicators, data
coverage in this area is scant.

The medium of transferring knowledge in ECCDE centre is
play as a methodology and philosophy. Play is another effective
component for learning (Weisberg et al, 2013). Play is often inherently
interesting, interactive and meaningful for children social interactive
learning environments in which children are active and engaged
(ECRQ, 2018; Zosh et al., 2015). Skill-specific curricula often embed
focused academic instruction within play, and studies suggest that
these curricula are more effective than less targeted approaches in
promoting the relevant academic skills (Jenkins & Duncan, 2017;
Phillips et al., 2017). Free play, which grants children freedom for
exploration, allows them to engage in discovery learning and practice
skills with no constraints from adult involvement. Pyle and Danniels
(2017) find free play to be the most common form of play in early
childhood classrooms.

Phenomenological Approach

Phenomenology attempts to understand how an individual
experiences a phenomenon. The key element of a phenomenological
study is that the researcher attempts to understand how people
experience a phenomenon from each person’s own perspective. The
major focus here is to enter the inner world of each participant to
understand their perspective and experience (Johnson & Christensen,
2014).
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Challenges of Insecurity

Insecurity is one of the major challenges facing development in
Nigeria. It also has some compounding influence on other issues such
as educational, political, social, and economic stability. Although
many positive steps have already been taken by the present democratic
government in the direction of addressing this menace facing the
country, it is clear that much still has to be done in creating awareness
in the child especially in the light of fostering creative tendency in the
early childhood education learners. When we focus on discussions
about insecurity among young people, people look at insecurity for the
purpose of understanding the experiences of people in a changing and
unpredictable world. This explains the societal and global contexts of
security. Giddens (1990) writes about the new risks in modernity,
which includes threat of nuclear war, other military conflicts, and
technological risks. He argues that these insecure environments
influence all people; insecurity was globalized, and people were aware
of the insecurity as well as the deficiencies of experts in governing
those insecurity (Giddens 1990). Giddens (1991) writes about an
individual’s quest for security. He believes that truth and security are
created in close relationships with caregivers and that, ideally, children
trust their caregivers and develop basic trust in a so-called protective
cocoon, which protected a developing person’s integrity. These
sociological and other discourses on insecurity are not restricted to the
experiences of younger generations. The strains of living with
insecurity and impermanence, and the loss of personal control over life
events are felt by most people to some degree (Abbott, 2000;
Wilkinson, 2001). This perspective of insecurity and fears in young
learner is also related to risks and fears. Traditionally, this view is
based on developmental approaches to adolescence and descriptions of
youth as a transition period. Youth and adolescence are synonymous
with transitions from childhood to adulthood, from school to work, or
from dependence to independence (Cebulla, 2009; Miles 2007; Green
et al. 2000. Furlong & Cartmel 1997).

In this case, young people confront uncharted pathways into the
future, and they have to make decisions concerning their lives in
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circumstances where they cannot predict the consequences of their
decisions. Young people must face the challenge to evaluate both: their
environments and scholars argue that self-assessment and reflection is
more important now than ever before because of individualization and
personal challenges to make decisions in an unpredictable world
(Beck, 2001). Individuals have the challenge to try to protect
themselves from an increasing “matrix of risks” such as loneliness,
personal relationships, crime, health problems, terrorism, and
ecological disaster, as well as physical imperfections and personality
defects (Threagold & Nilan 2009). Under the conditions of globalised
uncertainty, young people may feel themselves pressured, and try to
avoid long-term life projects because of contradictory forces of
responsibility and autonomy while not knowing the consequences of
their decisions (Cebulla, 2009).

Nurturing Creativity in the Early Childhood Learner Against
Insecurity in Nigeria

The development of security in childhood belongs to the area of
developmental psychology. Discourses on risk also analyses the
personal and social contexts of security. Despite the risky trajectories
to the future, it seems that young people need to have a stable and
secure context (family and communities) to develop their identities in a
changing world. This means that educational systems must support
creative learning processes where young people can participate in
holistic processes and have a degree of agency and trust, providing
resources to deal with uncertainties they may face in the future (Miles,
2007). It is not just a challenge for learning environments but for
environments of cultural citizenship where young people can develop
citizenship that focuses on identity, belonging, participation, and
mutual responsibility (Hart 2009).

In early childhood education, security refers to creating a safe
and nurturing environment for young children. This involves measures
to protect the physical, emotional, and psychological well-being of
children in a childcare or educational setting. Some key aspects of
security in early childhood education that encourage creativity in the
ECCDE learner include among other things:
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Physical Safety ensures that the physical environment is free from
hazards and that children are protected from accidents and injuries.
This may involve childproofing the space and maintaining safety
protocols.
Emotional Security fosters a sense of emotional security by building
strong relationships, trust, and attachment between children and their
caregivers. This helps children feel safe and supported.
Health and Hygiene implements health and hygiene practices to
prevent the spread of illnesses and provide a clean and safe
environment.
Child Protection is having policies and procedures in place to protect
children from any form of abuse or neglect. This includes screening
staff and providing training on child protection.
Emergency Preparedness is to develop plans and procedures for
responding to emergencies such as fires, natural disasters, or medical
situations.
Access Control is to restrict access to the facility to authorized
personnel and ensuring that only authorized individuals can pick up the
children.
Data Security: Protecting sensitive information about the children and
their families to maintain privacy and confidentiality.

Creativity in early childhood education is critical to providing a
supportive and nurturing environment that allows children to learn and
develop with a sense of safety and trust.

Ways of fostering creativity in early childhood education

Thinking curriculum: the starting point for fostering creativity
through education in Nigeria is through curriculum reform at all levels
of education, considering the failure of the present education
curriculum to practically help in fostering creativity. As of now,
graduates are being trained to be competent in content without skill
and attitudes that are necessary for creative performance. The thinking
curriculum at the early childhood education level is one that aims at
developing in learners content and process which are situated in real
world tasks. Hence, learners learn real world thinking skills like:
problem solving, critical and creative thinking and disposition or
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attitude towards learning and creativity which is a desire to ponder and
learn, persistence understanding and valuing multiple perspectives are
emphasized. Content and process are linked to the learner’s
background to make learning meaningful and are easier for learner’s
self-exploration and discovery activities to gain knowledge by himself
(Terhemen, 2016).

Creativity is best stimulated in an environment that is
resourcefully neat and stress free. This means that teachers must
remove all barriers to creativity in designing the learning environment
that will facilitate and encourage children’s play. Also, teachers ought
to know how they can present the subject matter at various conceptual
level in ways which encourage learners to aspire to novelty, to develop
fluidity of association, to possess flexibility in thinking pattern and to
probe new dimension of knowledge to bring about creative thinking in
classroom. Creativity can be developed if learners are helped with the
following characteristics: enjoy nature and outdoor games, invent, or
create original stories play poem sketches, have a good sense of
humour, like colours and so on.

Conclusion: Creative training is a viable tool for modification
in contemporary Nigeria in the mist of insecurity issues. There are
security situations that may physically, emotionally, and mentally
impaired the wellbeing of the child just because their creative talent is
not develop or engage to create security lifestyle.

Suggestions

e The need for stakeholders in the education sector to take the
development of creativity in education serious in the early
childhood curriculum development This to help to identify their
talents and them live useful security lifestyles.

e Stakeholder in education should develop curriculum based on
security orientation in the early childhood level of education.

e Such curriculum should be monitored and guided for effective
implementation at the early childhood level of education.

e Caregivers should be equipped with requisite knowledge, skills,
strategies to enable the help children to realize their security
potential and function effectively.
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Abstract
The study examined the advertising skills required of business education students
for effective operation of small-scale businesses in Asaba urban. Four research
guestions were developed in line with the purpose to guide the study. The study
adopted a descriptive survey design. The population of the study comprised of 59
business education lecturers in Federal College of Education (Technical) Asaba,
Delta State. Since the population was small and manageable, the researcher did not
sample, the entire population were studied. Structured questionnaires titled
Advertising Skills Required of Business Education Students for Effective Operation
of Small-Scale Business Questionnaire (ASRBESEOSSBQ). The instrument was
validated by two experts in Federal College of Education (Technical) Asaba. The
instrument yielded a coefficient of 0.83 when analyzed using Spearman’s Rank
Order Correlation to ascertain its reliability. Validated copies of the questionnaires
were distributed to the lecturers by the researcher. Out of the 59 instruments
distributed, 52 was retrieved because 7 business educators could not be reached
during the administration. Mean and standard deviation statistical tool were used
to analyze the data retrieved from the respondents and the cut-off point was bench
marked at 2.50. Finding reveals communication skills, marketing skills, technical
skill and analytical skill is required of business education students for effective
operation of small-scale businesses in Asaba urban. It was recommended that
business educators should be more creative and innovative in their instruction to
their students with relevant skills to help them succeed in self-employment. Also,
business education curriculum designers should include more courses on marketing
training to give the graduate proper grounding on advertising skills that will
enhance their entrepreneurial success.
Key Words: Advertising Skills, Business Education Students, Small Scale
Businesses.

Introduction

Small scale businesses have been accustomed to act as a
promoter in the economic development of any country. Small scale
businesses (SSBs) are the backbone of almost all economies of the
world because of their vital roles in employment creation and provision
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of personalized services. They are generally regarded as the engine of
economic growth and equitable development especially in developing
economies (Zindiye, 2016). In Nigeria, SSBs has contributed about 97
percent of businesses and provide an average of 50 percent of
Nigeria’s employment, and its industrial output (Taiwo, Ayodeji &
Yusuf, 2012). They are also perceived as the key to Nigeria’s
economic growth, poverty alleviation and employment generation at
low investment cost, development of entrepreneurial capabilities and
indigenous technology. SSBs operate in different markets (urban, rural,
local, national, and regional) and may be in the formal or the informal
sector of economy and can easily be established with minimal
capital/skill. Akande (2015) posits that for any small-scale business to
be successful, owners or workers must possess appropriate skills and
abilities to run or manage the business. To succeed in today’s
competitive market as an entrepreneur, one needs a broad array of
skills, and these skills can be acquired through business education
programmes.

Business Education can be defined as the area of Education
processes, which concerns itself with vocational and professional
preparation for a career in business education, teaching business
subject and with business information, which is important for every
citizen and consumer, in order that they may better understand and use
business and economic surroundings. Business Education is an
education process or training that deals with the act of acquiring skills
in business world. According to lle and Okolocha (2015), Business
education is that aspect of education which concerns itself with the
vocational and professional preparation for a career in business.
Business education prepares its recipients to be self-reliant upon
graduation and effectively operates, manage, and survive in any
business environment by inculcating the appropriate skills on the
individual. For one to be able to effectively run and manage a business,
he or she must be able to possess one skill or the other.

Skill is the ability acquired through training, and it is
demonstrated by action. It is the ability to perform a particular task
expertly. According to Ezeagu (2015), skill is the ability to use one’s
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knowledge effectively and readily in performing an art or the habit of
doing a particular thing competently. Skill is an ability and capacity
acquired through deliberate, systematic, and sustained effort to
smoothly carryout complex activities or job functions involving ideas
(Drucker, 2014). One of the skills required by business education
students for effective operation of small-scale business is advertising
skills.

The meaning of advertising cannot be definite as it means
different things to different people depending on their perceptions of
what it is. According to Kotler in Abdulahi, (2014), advertising is any
non-personal presentation and promotion of ideas, goods, or services
by an identified sponsor. Advertiser includes not only business/firms
but also museums, charitable organizations and government agencies
that direct messages to target public. Scholars, such as Sandage and
Rotzoll (2012) have argued that advertising is a cost-effective way to
disseminate messages, for instance, to build brand preference for a
product or to educate people about government policies or to avoid
consumption of hard drugs. Companies embark upon advertising not
only to sell their products, promote their goods, but also to create
efficient defense to curtail competitors’ moves. Frank (2015) saw
advertising with the aim to persuade people to buy.

Adewale (2014) postulated that advertising performs the
following functions: It informs the public or potential buyers about the
existence of a product or services and where it can be obtained; it
educates the consumers about the use of the products; it encourages the
company to improve its product qualities or services qualities if it is to
remain in the market. Advertising however helps to persuade the
consumers to buy the products. Advertising creates employment
opportunities for the people; to remind the consumers about the
continued purchases of the goods. Also, advertising helps to expand
the markets for some goods and services and thus reducing prices,
brand loyalty is created, and for instance some people will not take any
type of milk. It presents good image of the company to the public.
Advertising increases volume of sales and thus increase profits and it
provides information about changes in price and quality of the goods
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and services.

Advertising creates awareness about a product and service to
the prospective customer and hence stimulate interest and buying
decision which increase sales revenue and profit. Advertisement may
be paid and non-paid promotional tools in form of print, audio, and
video advertisement. Olusegun (2016) opined that all advertisement
must be honest and follow ethical standards and must not be perceived
by the target consumer as lie; otherwise, it can batter the image of a
business and hinders it from building successful brands.

Advertising skills on the other hand are skills acquired to
persuade people to buy a particular product. An advertising skill is key
for positioning business brand on the market, making people aware of
the products or services a business offers, and how they could benefit
by choosing you. Advertising skill is defined by the plan and tactics
business owners or employees implement in marketing plan to increase
product or service demand (Claudia, 2020).

The non-possession of these skills by business education
students as a small-scale business (SSBs) owners or employees,
therefore, constitutes a problem such that, the chances of survival of
the business are slim and the probability of imminent failure/collapse
become high. Hence every business education student should strive to
acquire and possess skills such as communication skills, marketing
skills, technical skills, and analytical skills, knowledge of media
trends, problem-solving skills, negotiation, and stress management
skills for effective operation of their businesses. It is against this
background that the researcher deemed it necessary to carry out
research on advertising skills required of business education students
for effective operation of small-scale businesses in Asaba urban.

Statement of the Problem

Most small-scale business owners prefer to recruit unskilled
personnel especially clerical staff due to cheap labour. This has only
succeeded in helping the small-scale businesses to be stagnated.
Several small-scale businesses (SSBs) have not given much attention
to advertising skills in relation to their business operations, despite its
importance in the success of businesses. Most SSBs in Nigeria die
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within the first five years of their existence, a small percentage goes

into extinction between the sixth and tenth year while only about five

to ten percent survive, thrive and grow to maturity (Ezejiofor &

Ezenyirimba, 2014). Among the key factors responsible for this

premature death of SSBs is the lack of advertising skills by business

education students who tends to be future owners.

Although Nigeria government has put in place monetary, fiscal
and industrial policy measures to promote and develop small scale
businesses in Nigeria, it has been observed that majority of students in
business education who are expected to have acquired skills and join
the pool of entrepreneurs for establishing small businesses do not have
the skills required. Lack of advertising skills by these students has
resulted to a situation whereby majority of the trainees hope solely on
paid employment which is not forthcoming in view of the economic
situation of the country. Business education as a course is expected to
give training and inculcate the necessary skills to individuals who shall
be self-reliant economically (FGN, 2013).

It is only through the acquisition of the right skills that business
education students can successfully be employed and manages the
small-scale businesses and contribute their quota to the industrial
development of the country at graduation. However, students seem to
be lacking in some knowledge and skills. Thus, the researcher deemed
it necessary to carry out a study on advertising skills required of
business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba Urban.

Purpose of the Study

Specifically, the study sought to examine:

1. The extent to which communication skills are required of business
education students for effective operation of small-scale businesses
in Asaba urban.

2. The extent to which marketing skill are required of business
education students for effective operation of small-scale businesses
in Asaba urban.

3. The extent to which technical skill are required of business
education students for effective operation of small-scale businesses
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in Asaba urban.

4. The extent to which analytical skills are required of business
education students for effective operation of small-scale businesses
in Asaba urban.

Research Question: The following research questions were raised to
guide the study. What are the communication skills required of
business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban? What are the marketing skills required of
business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban? What are the technical skills required of
business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban? What are the analytical skills required of
business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban?

Methodology

Survey research design was adopted as a plan of action in the
conduct of the study. The population of the study comprised of 59
business education lecturers in Federal College of Education
(Technical) Asaba, Delta State. The entire 59 business education
lecturers in Federal College of Education (Technical) Asaba, Delta
State was studied. The rationale for using the entire population is
because the researcher considered it small and manageable. In other
words, consensus sampling technique was adopted for the study. A
structured questionnaire titled “Advertising Skills Required of
Business Education Students for Effective Operation of Small-Scale
Business Questionnaire (ASRBESEOSSBQ)” was used to get
information from the respondents. The questionnaire was made up of
two parts. Part A was used to collect information on personal data of
the respondents while part B contained items for answering the four
research questions. Research question 1 was answered by items 1-7;
while research question 2 answered items 8 — 14, research question 3
answered items 15-21 and research question 4 answered items 22-28.
The questionnaire was structured on a four-point rating scale. The
numerical value of the scale points (Responses modes) is as follows:
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Very High Extent (VHE) = 4 points, High Extent (HE) = 3 points, Low
Extent (LE) = 2 points and Very Low Extent (VLE) = 1 point.
Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question 1: To what extent are communication skills
required of business education students for effective operation of
small-scale businesses in Asaba urban?
Table 1: Mean scores on communication skills required of business
education students (N = 52)
S/N_Statements Mean S.D Decision
1 Ablllty to use yvorkflow systems to share 326 096 High Extent
information with colleagues and customers
2  |Ability to listen to the target audience 3.28 [0.98 | High Extent

3 [Setting up V|dt_ao conferencing 278 [0.92 | High Extent
teleconferencing systems

4 |Ability to co_mply with laid down procedures in 271 1.08 | High Extent

communication

5 |Ability to use the right words at the right time | 2.75 [0.97 | High Extent

6  |Ability to c_onfldently_/approprlately use office 267 [1.26 | High Extent
telephone line to receive and answer calls

7 |Ability to remain calm, confident, and 2.80 [0.89 | High Extent

composed under pressure

8  |Ability to speak clearly with empathy 3.03 [0.85 | High Extent

9 |Ability to interpret message correctly 2.96 [0.97 | High Extent

10 Ability to give _feedback appropriately to 321 088 High Extent
concerned parties
Grand Mean 2.95 High Extent

Result presented in table 1 from the respondents showed that
item1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7, 89 and 10 scored above 2.50 of the acceptable
mean score, this showed that the respondents rated the statements high
extent. The grand mean of 2.95 which is also above 2.50 of the
acceptable mean score showed that communication skills are required
of business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban.

Research Question 2: To what extent are the marketing skills required
of business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban?

Review of African Educational Studies (RAES) 79




Table 2: Mean scores on marketing skills required of business
education students (N = 52)

S/N_Statements Mean S.D  Decision

11 Ability to capture and retain the interest of 276 099 High Extent
customers

12 |Ability to establish good customer relationship 3.15 |1.11 |High Extent

13 |Ability to use incentives to motivate the customers 2,55 |0.94 | High Extent
to keep patronage

14 |Ability to determine consumers’ needs and decide

on appropriate marketing strategy to make items 2.98 |1.16 |High Extent

available.

15 |Ability to attract customers and convince them to

purchase products.

16 |Ability to bring products and services to awareness

of the masses

17 |Ability to identify potential customers and retain

them

18 |Ability to use social media to reach a wide range

of customers

19 |Ability to promote and sell the organizational

product

20 \/I\Vlgaltl;y to discern/decipher customers’ needs and 271 1.08 High Extent

Grand Mean 2.85 High Extent
Result presented in table 2 from the respondents showed that items 11
to 20 scored above 2.50 of the acceptable mean score, this showed that
the respondents rated the statements high extent. The grand mean of
2.85 which is also above 2.50 of the acceptable mean score showed
that marketing skills are requirements for business education students
for effective operation of small-scale businesses in Asaba urban.
Research Question 3: To what extent are technical skills required of
business education students for effective operation of small scale
businesses in Asaba urban?

2.75 10.99 |High Extent

2.76 |1.06 |High Extent

2.80 |0.89 |High Extent

3.28 |0.98 |High Extent

2.78 10.92 |High Extent
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Table 3: Mean scores on technical skills required of business

education students (N = 52)

S/N Statements Mean S.D  Decision
21 Ability to adjust with ease when the needs arise ~ 2.78 1.16 High Extent
22 |Ability to adjust with ease when the need arises | 2.94 | 1.11 |High Extent
23 |Ability to think technically on their work 2.63 | 0.85 |High Extent
24 |Ability to easily manipulates different machines .

for production purposes 2.86 | 0.89 |High Extent
25 |Ability to break down job processes into
manageable units
26 |Ability to use modern facilities in the operation .

of bUSINesses 2.82 | 1.03 [High Extent
27 |Ability to solve problems creatively 2.84 | 0.98 |High Extent
28 Abl_llty to develop alternatives that will keep the 3.05 | 0.79 |High Extent
business afloat
29 |Ability to coordinate both human and material 323 | 0.91 |High Extent
resources

Grand Mean 2.89 High Extent

2.88 | 1.10 |High Extent

Result presented in table 3 from the respondents showed that
items 21-29 scored above 2.50 of the acceptable mean score, this
showed that the respondents rated the statements high extent. The
grand mean of 2.96 showed that the respondents reacted positively
with the statements which revealed that technical skills are required of
business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban.

Research Question 4: To what extent are analytical skills required of
business education students for effective operation of small-scale
businesses in Asaba urban?

Table 4: Mean scores on analytical skills required of business

education students (N = 52)
S/N Statements Mean S.D Decision
30 Ability to summarize relevant information into one 273 1.19 High Extent
concept

31 Abl_llty to develop new knowledge and innovative 2.71 | 1.00 |High Extent
business ideas

32 |Ability to classify and analyze business ideas 3.00 |1.10 |High Extent
33 |Ability to use ICT to analyze data. 2.86 |0.89 |High Extent
34 |Ability to recognize market needs and develop 2.63 |1.30 |High Extent
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new markets

35 |Ability to solve_b_usmess problems and improve its 2.98 |0.84 |High Extent
overall productivity

36 |Ability to use models to forecast business trends 3.26 |0.98 |High Extent

37 |Ability to assess situations rationally 2.86 |0.94 |High Extent
38 |Ability to create effective plans and overcome 3.05 |0.96 |High Extent
obstacles

Grand Mean 2.89 High Extent

Result presented in table 4 from the respondents showed that items 30
to 38 scored above 2.50 of the acceptable mean score, this showed that
the respondents rated the statements high extent. The grand mean of
2.89 showed that the respondents reacted positively with the
statements which revealed that analytical skills are required of business
education students for effective operation of small-scale businesses in
Asaba urban.

Discussion of Findings

Findings on research question one shows that communication
skills are required of business education students for effective
operation of small-scale businesses in Asaba urban. The finding is in
conformity to the assertion of Drucker (2015) who asserted that one
basic skill that every business education graduates needs in an
organization must bother to learn is the ability to organize and express
ideas in writing and in speaking. He noted that the competencies of
communication are very essential to the efficiency of performance in
the automated office. The communication skills include public relation
which can hold civilized values, pass information with pleasantries,
project a good image, link up organization with beneficial publics,
choose the right media for sending information, address callers with
appropriate politeness, spelling skill, write good English, effect
correction on paper/machine, interpret messages correctly etc.

Secondly, the findings from research question two reveal that
marketing skill are requirement for business education students for
effective operation of small-scale businesses in Asaba urban. The
findings conform with the identification of Igho (2011) who identified
important sales and marketing skills the students should possess to
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include knowledge of seasonal fluctuation of goods, ability to
determine the extent to which product will sell, familiarity with various
aspects of sales and salesmanship, ability to budget and forecast,
ability to determine current trends in sales of products and ability to
store and facsimile.

Thirdly, research question three revealed that technical skills are
required of business education students for effective operation of
small-scale businesses in Asaba urban. This finding is in accordance
with that of Fugate, Kinichi and Ashforth (2014) who pointed out that
the likelihood of gaining employment depends on technical skills of
the applicants. Hence, employability not only depends on whether one
is able to fulfill the requirements of specific jobs, but also on how one
stands relative to others within a hierarchy of job seekers. He
concludes by saying technical skills are vital issues for employability
of graduates. The attributes and technical skills acquired will go a long
way in facilitating graduates job opportunities and efficiency for
business education graduates in the place of work.

Finally, findings from research question four reveal that
analytical skill is required of business education students for effective
operation of small-scale businesses in Asaba urban. In relationship,
Avriella (2021) see analytical skills as the qualities one possesses that
help them to access situation rationally, create effective plans and
overcome obstacles. Jackson (2016), Ediagbonya and Oyadongha
(2016) enlisted critical thinking, communication, research, data
analysis and creativity as analytical skills taught in contemporary
education.

Conclusions

The study established that advertising skills promote the
effective operation of small-scale businesses. This is because it is
established that communication skills, marketing skills, technical skills
and analytical skills are required of business education students for
effective operation of small-scale businesses, influenced and enhanced
the success and survival of SSBs. The implications of the findings are
that for business education graduates to get rid of some of their
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problems for effective operation of small-scale businesses, there is the

need for the application of the skills. In the same vein, continuous

existence of small-scale businesses also hinges on the extent to which
these skills are made use of by the business graduates. Furthermore,
the application of these skills can make business to grow bigger.

Finally, effective use of the skills would make businesses to continue

to be the engine room for economic growth and development;

otherwise, they would be reduced to nonentity.

Recommendations:- Based on the findings made and the conclusions

drawn, the researcher makes the following recommendations:

1. There is need for undergraduates in the business education
programme to long towards skills acquisition because of success
and progress in the world of work and becoming self-reliant is
dependent on the number of skills and abilities possessed. Also,
under-graduates should be given orientation on how to plan,
coordinate and organize the advertising skills such as
communication, marketing, and analytical for effective operation
of small-scale business.

1. Business educators should be more creative and innovative in their
instruction to their students with relevant skills to help them
succeed in self-employment. Also, business education curriculum
designers should include more courses on marketing training to
give the graduate proper grounding on advertising skills that will
enhance their entrepreneurial success.

2. Government and other stakeholders in tertiary institutions should
endeavour to provide adequate facilities to facilitate instructional
activities for business education students to motivate them and to
go into businesses after graduation and to apply the advertising
skills in their everyday business.

3. Business educators need to do more on impartation and acquisition
of career skills such as communication, marketing, technical and
analytical skill in business education by bridging the gaps between
what is learnt in schools and the reality of the workplace.
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Abstract

The Nigerian state has been bedevilled with plethora of issues ranging from
unemployment, corruption, insecurity, etc. These issues form the
development challenges faced by successive administrations since
independence in 1960 and the return of civilian government in 1999. Yet,
successive policies and performances of these governments have not
delivered the much needed public goods to Nigerians; as these failed policies
have cascaded from one tenure to another leaving a yawning gap of
unemployment amongst the teaming youths who are to a large extent,
frustrated and oriented towards all sorts of crimes against the state and
society. The study was an attempt to interrogate the trends of unemployment
in Nigeria and youth restiveness from 2011 to 2021. The study adopted
secondary data which were extrapolated, summarised and analysed
qualitatively through linkage study, a strand of longitudinal research design,
while anchoring on frustration aggression theory as the beacon of analysis.
Findings of the study showed that between 2011 and 2021 (i.e. under
Jonathan and Buhari’s administrations), there were sharp increase in
unemployment rate from 3.77% in 2011 to 9.71% in 2020. Similarly,
unemployment rate also grew from 15% in 2017 to 35% in 2021. On the
other hand, the Transformation Agenda and subsidy reinvestment
programme (SURE-P) could not alleviate unemployment and youth
restiveness amongst Nigerian youths. In the same vein, national social
investments programmes (NSIP) introduced by Buhari yielded little or no
results as unemployment and youth restiveness are on the high side under his
watch. The study recommended amongst other things that it is appropriate
that both general unemployment and its attendant components such as youth
and graduate unemployment are addressed through massive
industrialisation and support for small and medium scale businesses and/or
entrepreneurs. The Nigerian leadership at all times should develop capacity
and political will to fight corruption to its barest minimum.
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1. Introduction

One of the most critical problems confronting the Nigerian state is
youth unemployment and its attendant consequences on the polity. The
upsurge of youth unemployment has turned out to be an all reaching
concern in the present-day global world. Youth unemployment is a
challenge confronting most countries globally (Karahman, 2011,
Olukayode, 2017). In spite of being more pronounced in developing
countries, developed economies are not also immune to this
frightening social problem.

Since the Post-Cold War era, oil based revenues, its disbursements and
unemployment in the Niger Delta region, for instance have led to
restiveness that snowballed into massive protests and violence among
youths. Young people have engaged in attacks against oil firms and
Nigerian militants, hostage taking and hijacking oil workers, youth
militancy, vandalising oil pipelines, and detonating bombs just to
register their grievances to the powers that be. This has created tension
in the public and has caused conflict among minority and majority
groups and has in certain ways, crippled national and social
development. Restiveness, and participation in violence are the wakys
youths express feelings of marginalisation, and that their voices are not
heard in competing for beneficial resources and gainful employment
and/or empowerment (Tunji, 2014; Edeh, & Udoikah, 2018).

Similarly, youth unemployment and restiveness have been
fingered to be the root-cause of armed robbery, kidnapping in the
South-South and South-East regions; cattle-rustling, banditry,
kidnapping, hostage-taking, Boko-haram attacks in the North-West and
North-East respectively; violent conflicts/protests, and other forms of
crimes in all parts of the country. It is argued that unemployed youths
are easily disposed to be employed into criminal activities and violent
protests (Edeh, & Udoikah, 2018).

Nigeria’s population was said to have reached about 167 million
people between 2011 and 2012; and over 200 million in 2021 (Tunji,
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2014; National Bureau of Statistics, 2022). The National Population
Commission (NPC) (2013), cited in Tunji (2014), stated that about half
of Nigeria’s is made up of youths, defined as individuals between 15
and 34 years of age. Unfortunately, as the youth population grows, so
does the unemployment rate. In fact, unemployed youths numbered
about 11.1 million in 2012 (Tunji, 2014).

The question of youth unemployment is among the main issues
confronting the realization of overarching objectives of the
government, regarding goals of development as implanted in the
medium-term Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP) and
Vision 20:2020 of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. As was observed
by the World Bank (2006), the regenerated attention in youth and work
got underway by the World Development Report of 2007 that
emphasized development and the next generation. The main contention
of the report is that governments and development partners should see
the youth as an ‘investment opportunity’ and invest in them for the
acceleration of economic growth and reduction of poverty and
restiveness amongst the youths since their condition offers an
unprecedented opportunity for that.

The foregoing is premised on the fact that if they suffer long
episodes of unemployment, they could amount to a drain on the
economy, youth restiveness and constitute social crises in the society.
The critical role of the youth population in national development made
the issue of youth development with particular emphasis on youth
employment and unemployment appear among the issues of concern in
the front burner of the agenda of international development. The eighth
pillar of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which is to
“promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full
and productive employment and decent work for all by 2030 confirms
this position (Osborn, Cutter & Ullah, 2015). Youth unemployment
rate in Nigeria is expected to be 55.00 percent by the end of the 4™
quarter of 2021, according to Trading Economics global macro models
and analysts’ expectations. In the long-term, the Nigeria Youth
Unemployment Rate is projected to trend around 53.00 percent in 2022
and 51.00 percent in 2023, according to our econometric models
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(Trading Economics, 2021).

Unemployment is an unwanted social trend and its effects on
the aggrieved youth are geared towards crime. For instance, the
chronic sense of grievance was created by the highly unequal
distribution of resources to and within the Niger Delta region
exacerbated by negligence on the part of oil multinational companies
and government with respect to environmental protection and a failure
on the multinational companies to create local employment as well as
support local entrepreneurship. This has resulted to the levels of
violence driven by criminality, impunity and corruption in that region
with its attendant consequences on the Nigerian state. Despite the
attempts made by successive administrations to manage unemployment
and youth restiveness in the region, the issue is generating more
attention as never before. The social indicators used as a measuring rod
of unemployment are crime types that were not existing in Nigeria
before now such as kidnapping and hostage taking, pipeline
vandalization, to mention a few (Edeh, & Udoikah, 2018).

According to Macro Trends (2021), unemployment in Nigeria
asat 1991 stood at 4.122; in 1992 it stood at 4.089:; in 1993 it was
4.102; in 1994 it became 4.085; in 1995 it went down to 4.061; 1996 it
further reduced to 4.027; in 1997 it became 4.015; in 1998 it became
3.999; in 1999 it went down to 3.99; in the year 2000 it stood at 3.954;
in 2001 it became 3.935; in 2002 stood at 3.882; in 2003 it became
3.899; in 2004 it landed at 3.876; in 2005 it stood at 3.871; in 2006 it
became 3.856; in 2007 it stood at 3.837; 2008 it went to 3.819; 2009 it
stood at 3.796; in 2010 it became 3.778; 201 it became 3.77; in 2012 it
sttod at 3.742; in 2013 it went to 3.7; in 2014 it went up to 4.56; since
1997; in 2015 it stood at 4.31. In 2016, there was a leap from 4.31 to
7.06; in 2017 it went up again to 8.39; in 2018 it became 8.456; in
2019 it stood at 8.53; in 2020 it went up to 9.714; while in 2021 it
became 9.788 (Macro Trends, 2021).

Accordingly, in the bid to stem the tide of unemployment and
youth restiveness, successive governments introduced the following
policy measures, viz.: National Directorate of Employment (NDE),
Third National Development Plan, Better Life Programme, Fourth
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National Development Plan, National Poverty Eradication Programme
(NAPEP), Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of
Nigeria (SMEDAN), National Youth Policy, Seven Point Agenda,
National Employment Policy, National Economic Empowerment and
Development Strategy (NEEDS), Youth Enterprise with Innovation in
Nigeria (YouWin), Graduate Internship Scheme (GIS), Nigerian Youth
Employment Action Plan (NIYEAP), Subsidy Reinvestment and
Empowerment Programme (SURE-P), Graduate Job Creation Loan
Guarantee Scheme, N-Power Programme, Youth Empowerment in
Agricultural Programme and National Youth Development Agenda.
Some levels of success were recorded by some of these measures in
terms of reducing unemployment while some others recorded
significant levels of failure (Trading Economics, 2021).

Notwithstanding the presence of these measures, one of the
foremost problems in Nigeria remains unemployment. In spite of the
huge expenditure by successive governments on the implementation of
innumerable policy initiatives, social development programmes and
economic reforms directed at employment in the previous six decades,
there has not been a considerable improvement in the situation of
employment,  particularly,  youth  employment.  Therefore,
unemployment, especially, youth unemployment has persisted as a cog
in the wheel of progress of Nigeria’s sustainable development and has
become the major cause of youth restiveness (Trading Economics,
2021).

Essentially, Ogbeifun (2007), categorized youth restiveness into
three categories namely, genuine agitation, self-seeking and criminal
activities, and youth on vengeance mission. It is from the this
categorization that the #EndSARS protest in 2020 by the youth
erupted, which was initially a protest against police brutality, but later
snowballed into a protest against bad governance, unfair distributions
of Covid-19 palliatives, government’s ineptitude, and insensitivity to
the plights of the unemployed youths in the country.

Practically speaking, many social problems such as prostitution,
robbery, alcoholism, domestic violence, kidnapping, raping, drug
addiction, social, religious and civil unrest and suicide to mention but
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few, become more severe in times of high unemployment (Egunjobi,
2007). There is a connecting line between crime and unemployment,
this is why most people tend to be criminal minded especially when
there are no legal or legitimate jobs to do; they turn to doing the
available. Once the height of this menace is not check-mated crime and
its likes becomes the order of the day (Alanana, 2003; Oni, 2007).

Insecurity in Nigeria recently is like a wild fire threatening its
very existence. Incidence like armed robbery, prostitution, bomb
blasts, assassinations, kidnapping, banditry, killer herdsmen, religious
crises and other criminal acts is a gradually becoming a norm in our
once peaceful country. These acts are carried out by no other persons
than the youth who are considered to reign as future leaders.
Accordingly, Okafor (2011); Alabi & Alana (2012), agreed that
Nigerian youths face the consequences of idleness due to bad
governance from our leaders, lack of basic amenities, frustration and
hopelessness. A major nightmare of the youth population in Nigeria
remains unemployment. Hence, the thrust of this paper is to
comparatively analyse unemployment and youth restiveness in Nigeria
from 2011 to 2021.

2. Conceptual Delineations

The Concept of Unemployment

Unemployment, according to the OECD (Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development) in United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO 2015), is people above
a specified age (usually 15 years old) not being in paid employment or
self-employment but currently available for work during the reference
period. Unemployment is measured by the unemployment rate, which
is the number of people who are unemployed as a percentage of the
labour force (the total number of people employed added to those
unemployed) (Ome-Egeonu, & Kinikanwo, 2014).

Unemployment can have many sources, such as the following:

e new technologies and inventions

e the status of the economy, which can be influenced by a recession.
e competition caused by globalization and international trade.
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e policies of the government
e regulation and market
Unemployment and the status of the economy can be influenced by
a country through fiscal policy. Furthermore, the monetary authority of
a country, such as the central bank, can influence the availability and
cost for money through its monetary policy (UNESCO, 2015).

In addition to theories of unemployment, a few categorisations
of unemployment are used for more precisely modelling the effects of
unemployment within the economic system. Some of the main types of
unemployment include: structural unemployment, frictional
unemployment, cyclical unemployment, involuntary unemployment
and classical unemployment. Structural unemployment focuses on
foundational problems in the economy and inefficiencies inherent in
labour markets, including a mismatch between the supply and demand
of labourers with necessary skill sets. Structural arguments emphasize
causes and solutions related to disruptive technologies and
globalization. Discussions of frictional unemployment focus on
voluntary decisions to work based on individuals’ valuation of their
own work and how that compares to current wage rates added to the
time and effort required to find a job. Causes and solutions for
frictional unemployment often address job entry threshold and wage
rates (Akpokighe, & Ejovi, 2020).

Accordingly, the state of being without any work yet looking
for work is called unemployment. Economists distinguish between
various overlapping types of and theories of unemployment, including
cyclical or Keynesian unemployment (i.e. unemployment that occurs
when there is not enough aggregate demand in the economy to provide
jobs for everyone who wants to work.); frictional unemployment (i.e.
the time period betwk2een jobs in which a worker searches for or
transitions from one job to another.); structural unemployment (i.e.
when a labour market is unable to provide jobs for everyone who
wants one because there is a mismatch between the skills of the
unemployed workers and the skills needed for the available jobs.); and
classical unemployment (i.e. the legislative and economic choices
made by labour unions or political parties.). Some additional types of
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unemployment that are occasionally mentioned are seasonal
unemployment, hard-core unemployment, and hidden unemployment
(Ome-Egeonu, & Kinikanwo, 2014).

Though there have been several definitions of ‘voluntary’ and
‘involuntary unemployment’ in the economics literature, a simple
distinction is often applied. Voluntary unemployment is attributed to
the individual's decisions, but involuntary unemployment exists
because of the socio-economic environment (including the market
structure, government intervention, and the level of aggregate demand)
in which individuals operate. In these terms, much or most of frictional
unemployment is voluntary since it reflects individual search
behaviour. Voluntary unemployment includes workers who reject low-
wage jobs, but involuntary unemployment includes workers fired
because of an economic crisis, industrial decline, company bankruptcy,
or organizational restructuring (Akpokighe, & Ejovi, 2020).

On the other hand, cyclical unemployment, structural
unemployment, and classical unemployment are largely involuntary in
nature. However, the existence of structural unemployment may reflect
choices made by the unemployed in the past, and classical (natural)
unemployment may result from the legislative and economic choices
made by labour unions or political parties. The clearest cases of
involuntary unemployment are those with fewer job vacancies than
unemployed workers even when wages are allowed to adjust and so
even if all vacancies were to be filled, some unemployed workers
would still remain. That happens with cyclical unemployment, as
macroeconomic forces cause microeconomic unemployment, which
can boomerang back and exacerbate those macroeconomic forces
(Osuji, Ekhamheye, & Tony-Okolo, 2021).

The Concept of Youth Restiveness

According to Yusuf (2014), youth restiveness is an extreme
form of deviant behaviour among youths which is socially
unacceptable in any society. Youth restiveness involves the
combination of actions, behaviours and attitudes exhibited by youths
which are socially unacceptable and wholesome in the society (Igho &

Ikpa, 2013). They argued that youth restiveness has been a device
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through which youth use to obtain what they want from relevant
authorities. Similarly, Elegbele (2005), viewed it as a protest embarked
upon to enforce desired outcome from a constituted authority by
organized body of youth which most times is accompanied by
disruption of law, and order, brings conflict and violence. The common
features of these organized bodies of youth are the resort to violence.
One would agree that their activities posed great challenges to the
security of the nation (Yusuf, 2014). Literature reveals that no
economic and community development activity can thrive in an
environment full of violence, killings, destruction of valuable
infrastructure and disruption of electoral processes.

According to Ejumudo (2014), youth restiveness, is a situation
of the inability of youths to be still or quiet and difficult to control,
especially when they are unsatisfied with something. It relates to
matters of agitation by youths over issues of deprivation, neglect,
marginalization, and other feelings of dissatisfaction. It can also be
viewed as the engagement by youths in agitation for the restoration of
their rights and dignity or self-seeking and criminal activities. In a
similar vein, youth restiveness refers to the reactions by youths, both
constructive (positive) and destructive (negative) to the use and dump
mentality and attitude of those considered to be involved in acts of
oppression and repression against their interests. It is equally a
deliberate instrument of organized response to perceived grievances
that has an increasing potency and capability for destruction.
Essentially too, youth restiveness is a manifestation of anxiety that
encompasses the dysfunctional effects of anxiety on human body and
the description of the psychological activities of the body that give
vent to anxiety. It is, in fact, a sustained protestation embarked upon
with an eye to enforcing a desired outcome from a constituted
authority by an organized body of youths. It is thus an excess
behaviour attribute that is commonly marked by violence and
disruption of lawful activities.

The usage of the word ‘youth restiveness’, became ubiquitous in
Nigeria since the wake of the activities of youths in the oil-bearing
communities of the Niger Delta. The phenomenon is usually associated
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with adolescents because of the fact that they confront a host of new,
varied, and difficult problems of adjustment that make the search for
identity and a place in society imperative. Ogbeifun (2007),
categorized youth restiveness into three categories namely, genuine
agitation, self-seeking and criminal activities, and youth on vengeance
mission. Although the term has gained notoriety in usage, particularly
in the Nigerian parlance, it has gradually assumed a global
configuration, despite the fact that a standard and generally acceptable
definition is yet to evolve.

3. Theoretical Framework

The study is anchored on the framework of frustration
aggression theory, which is also known as the frustration aggression
displacement theory. The theory of frustration aggression was
proposed by John Dollard, Neal Miller, Leonard Doob, Orval Mowrer,
and Robert Sears in 1939, and was further developed by Neal Miller in
1941; and Leonard Berkowitz in 1969. The theory states that
aggression is the result of blocking, or frustrating, a person’s or group
of persons’ efforts to attain a goal. Other major proponents of the study
include: Berkowitz, (1969); Zillmann (1979); etc.

At first, the hypothesis proposes that frustration always precedes
aggression, and aggression is the sure consequence of frustration
(Dollard, Miller, Doob, et al, 1939). Two years later, however, Miller
(1941); and Sears (1941), re-formulated the hypothesis to suggest that
while frustration creates a need to respond, some form of aggression is
one possible outcome. Therefore, the re-formulated hypothesis stated that
while frustration prompts a behaviour that may or may not be aggressive,
any aggressive behaviour is the result of frustration, making frustration
not sufficient, but a necessary condition for aggression (Zillmann, 1979).

The theory attempts to explain why people scapegoat. It attempts
to give an explanation as to the cause of violence (Berkowitz, 1969).
According to Dollard, Miller, Doob, et al (1939), frustration is the
condition which exists when a goal-response suffers interference, while
aggression is defined as an act whose goal-response is injury to an
organism (or an organism surrogate). The theory says that frustration
causes aggression, but when the source of the frustration cannot be
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challenged, the aggression gets displaced onto an innocent target. For
example, if a man is disrespected and humiliated at his work but cannot
respond to this for fear of losing his job, he may go home and take his
anger and frustration out on his family. This theory is also used to explain
riots and revolutions, which both are believed to be caused by poorer and
more deprived sections of society who may express their bottled-up
frustration and anger through violence (Berkowitz, 1969; Zillmann,
1979).

This theory is apt and applicable to this study because it tends to
explain the reason behind youth restiveness, crimes, violent protests,
aggression, etc. as a result of frustration occasioned by unemployment.
Albeit, in spite of the huge expenditure by successive governments on the
implementation of innumerable policy initiatives, social development
programmes and economic reforms directed at employment in more than
two decades, there has not been a considerable improvement in the
situation of employment, particularly, youth employment. Therefore,
unemployment, especially, youth unemployment has persisted as a cog in
the wheel of progress on Nigeria’s sustainable development and has
become the major cause of youth restiveness, leading to youth frustration,
and youth violent aggressions to the government and other innocent
citizens.

4. Findings and Discussions
Figure 1: Unemployment Rate in Nigeria from 1999 — 2021

Nigeria: Unemployment rate from 1999 to 2021

eeeeeee

Soufce: Wdrld Bank Statistics (2022), in
https://www.statista.com/statistics/382366/unemployment-rate-in-nigeria/.
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The figure above shows the increase of the rate of unemployment in
Nigeria from 3.77% in 2011 to 9.71% in 2021.

Figure 2: Unemployment Rate in Nigeria from 2010 — 2020
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Source: ICIR Nigeria (2021).

The figure above shows the increase of the rate of unemployment in
Nigeria from 6.0% in 2011 to 33.3% in 2020.

Figure 3: Unemployment Rate in Nigeria from 2017 — 2021
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Source: National Bureau of Statistics & Nigerian National Petroleum
Commission (therealmnewsng.com) (n.d.).

The figure above shows the increase of the rate of unemployment in Nigeria
from 15% in 2017 to 35% in 2021.
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The Comparative Discourse

Unemployment and Youth Restiveness in Nigeria from 2011 to 2021
Jonathan’s Transformation Agenda were to: Build a thriving and

sustainable economy; enhance social inclusion and reduce poverty; enlarge

agricultural output for food security and export, attain energy sufficiency in
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power and petroleum products and expand transport and other infrastructural
development; expand  business  growth,  entrepreneurship  and
industrialization; expand access to quality education, affordable healthcare
and productivity of Nigerians; build a system to fight corruption, improve
governance and create social cohesion; and improve security for all.

Essentially, all these agenda were meant to create jobs for the teaming

Nigerian population.

But by 2013, poverty occasioned by unemployment had become so
serious that about 70 per cent of the population were said to be living below
the poverty line of less than one Dollar a day. In May 2013, the World Bank
noted in its Economic Report that poverty rate remained high in Nigeria,
particularly in rural areas, in spite of SURE-P and previous poverty
alleviation schemes.

In his bid to cushion unemployment challenge, Buhari in 2016 introduced

the following programmes, viz.:

1. The N-Power programme provides young Nigerians with job training
and education, as well as a monthly stipend of 30,000 Nigerian Naira
(USD $83.33). Npower is a social investment scheme initiated by
President Muhammadu Buhari on 8" June 2016 in an attempt to boost
the youths’ employment rate.

2. The Conditional Cash Transfer Program (CCTP) directly supports the
most vulnerable by providing cash to those in the lowest income group,
helping reduce poverty, improve nutrition and self-sustainability, and
supporting development through increased consumption.

3. The Government Enterprise and Empowerment Program (GEEP) is a
micro-lending entrepreneurship program targeting farmers, petty traders
and market women with a focus.

In the first year of the administration, Nigerian currency depreciated in the

black market leading to a gulf between the official exchange rate and the
black-market rate. A resulting shortage in foreign exchange hit various
businesses including petroleum marketers. However, the gulf between the
official rates and the black market rates opened up the opportunity for well-
connected individuals to engage in arbitrage, making a mockery of the
president's anti-corruption image. In May, 2016, the government announced
a rise in the official pump price of petroleum to curtail shortfall in the
commaodity as a result of foreign exchange shortages.

In 2016, the country’s economy declined by 1.6% and in 2017 per capita
economic growth is projected to be negligible. Buhari’s first tenure as
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president coincided with a decline in oil prices similar to his second stint but
his administration did not show dedicated effort to diversify sources of
government spending. The 2018 budget signalled an expansionary fiscal
policy with funds dedicated to infrastructural projects such as strategic roads,
bridges and power plants. Since an upturn in economic growth from the
decline of 2016, a slow pace of recovery has the country behind many of its
continental neighbours in GDP growth. Unemployment levels remain high
and any effort to increase non-oil revenues has not improved while
government deficit spending include a significant portion of its yearly budget
dedicated to service debts.

Buhari with the support of the Central Bank chief initiated policies to
improve agriculture production through lobbying private banks to lend to the
sector and restriction of foreign exchange at official rates for importation of
food product that are grown locally. In his second term, the budget minister,
Udo Udoma and trade minister, Enemalah both of whom favoured
liberalisation were not returned. The government continued to operate
flexible exchange rates into the second term of the administration despite
critics alluding to the exchange rate regime of being susceptible to arbitrage
abuses and round tripping by cronies of the government.

Corroborating the performances of the period under interrogation,
figure 1 above shows the increase of the rate of unemployment in Nigeria
from 6.0% in 2011 to 33.3% in 2020. In figure 2, unemployment rate
increased from 15% in 2017 to 35% in 2021. From the forgoing, tables 1 and
2 showcased the rates of attacks and death tolls in Nigeria from 2011 — 2021
as orchestrated by different groups dominated by frustrated and/or violent
youths due to unmet interests and demands from the Nigerian state. Notably
amongst these groups are Boko Haram, Movement for the Emancipation and
Actualisation of the Niger-Delta (MEND) and its various splinter/ separatist
groups. Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) that later form a security outfit
called Eastern Security Network (ESN), Sunday Igboho and his group that
want to actualise the Oduduwa state, etc.

Essentially, civil unrests and/or youth restiveness occur in Nigeria
due to high rate of youth unemployment, endemic poverty, poor education,
high levels of inequality and injustice. Many individuals/groups struggle on a
daily basis to access clean water, reliable power, and basic healthcare. In
some communities, domestic and international efforts to address these issues
occasionally have the unintended consequence of creating divisions within
and among communities as groups vie for access to resources. In isolated
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incidents, protests against the government related to these issues have led to
protracted conflicts. Incidents of inter-communal conflicts, including herder-
settler crisis emanating from the Middle Belt, and southern Nigeria and
prompts reprisal attacks from varying groups. Upticks in armed criminality,
including armed banditry and kidnapping, are also associated with inter-
communal violence in the Nigeria.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

Conclusively, it was noted under Jonathan’s administration, poverty rate
remained high in Nigeria, particularly in rural areas, in spite of SURE-P and
previous poverty alleviation schemes. Jonathan’s administration
wholesomely anchored its development plan on the Transformation Agenda.
This Agenda assumes strong inclusive and non-inflationary growth; value
orientation of society, employment generation, and poverty alleviation and
was to usher in a new dawn of economic growth. However, only the oil and
gas sector were the principal beneficiary of this agenda. Despite the
improvement of GDP rebase noted in the media, other sectors were
stagnating resulting in reversal of growth and consequently could not create
jobs for the teaming youths.

Conversely, in his bid to cushion unemployment challenge, Buhari
introduced the following programmes, viz.: The N-Power programme
provides young Nigerians with job training and education, as well as a
monthly stipend of 30,000 Nigerian Naira (USD $83.33). The Conditional
Cash Transfer Program (CCTP). The Government Enterprise and
Empowerment Program (GEEP) is a micro-lending entrepreneurship
program targeting farmers, petty traders and market women with a focus.
However, these could not translate to sustainable jobs for the teaming youth
and Nigerians at large.

Accordingly, between 2011 and 2021 (under Jonathan and Buhari’s
administrations), as shown in figure 1 there was sharp increase in
unemployment rate from 3.77% in 2011 to 9.71% in 2021. In another report
in figure 3 above, unemployment rate also grew from 15% in 2017 to 35% in
2021. On the other hand, the Transformation Agenda and SURE-P scheme
could not alleviate unemployment and restiveness amongst Nigerian youths.
Similarly, NSIP programmes introduced by Buhari yielded little or no results
as unemployment and youth restiveness are on the high side under his watch.
The study recommends thus:

1. It is appropriate that both general unemployment and its more pernicious
components such as youth and graduate unemployment are addressed
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through massive industrialisation and support for small and medium
scale business and/or entrepreneurs.

2. Nigeria is a country of over 200 million people with over 99 million
(about 53%) within the working age group; hence, diversifying into
massive manufacturing is the best way forward for Nigeria, and the
country can supply the whole of Africa using its strategic location,
human and material resources.

3. The youth should resort to dialogue rather than reckless destruction of
lives and property whenever they are aggrieved or have issues with the
government. This is because the cost of violent conflicts youth
restiveness when juxtaposed with merits of peaceful dialogue /
negotiations can hardly be overemphasized.

4. The study strongly suggest the involvement of the youths in key
decisions and enactment of policies that affect their well-being.

5. Government must have a strategic data management centre that translates
data to economic indices for government use to either support existing
policies or change policies when data shows a different thing happening
in the market.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND WEALTH CREATION IN HOME
ECONOMICS

Isibor Angela Osas
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Abstract
Entrepreneurial skills acquisition has been widely accepted as a driving
machine that can contributes to economic development and reduce
unemployment and poverty problems in the society. Home economics education
is one of the oldest vocational courses that exists for a very long time. This
paper examines the relationships that exist between home economics education
and innovation and creativity for wealth creation. The paper adopted
descriptive survey design. The population of the study is one hundred and forty-
three (143) final year students of Federal College of Education (Technical)
Asaba, Delta State, which were all accommodated as the sample size for the
study. The instrument for data collection was structures questionnaire titled
“Entrepreneurship, Job and Wealth Creation in Home Economics
Questionnaire (EJWCHEQ)” which the reliability test was analyzed using
Cronbach Alpha Reliability Approach with the aids of SPSS which yielded the
index of 0.79. The data collected were analyzed using frequency tables and
percentages and hypotheses were analysis using t-test. The results showed
strong positive relationship among the variables. It was recommended that the
home economics education experts should create adequate awareness for
graduates/students towards entrepreneurial careers and not to relay on the
white collar jobs.
Keyword: Entrepreneurship, Home Economics, Job, Unemployment, Wealth.

Introduction

Entrepreneurship has been seen as a driving force towards
reduction of unemployment and wealth creation in every economy
especially in Nigeria. This need explains why the Nigerian government
stipulated in the national policy on education, the acquisition of
appropriate skills, abilities and competencies; both mental and
physical, as a pre-requisite for the individual to live in and contribute
to the development of the society (FRN, 2014). Entrepreneurship
education, therefore, becomes imperative to help equip students with
employable skills needed for self reliance, productive and functional
life.
Review of African Educational Studies (RAES) 105




Entrepreneurship education according to Onu (2016) is the type
of education which provides learners with the basic knowledge, skills,
attitude, and ideas for self reliance. In other words, entrepreneurship
education through the inculcation of entrepreneurial skills, should
make recipients proficient in career related areas and so launch them
into the business world with a view to overcoming the problem of
unemployment and over-dependency on white-collar jobs. Akunnaya
(2012) defines entrepreneurship skills as those skills that will enable
the individual to maximise the resources around him within the limits
of his capabilities. If the ability of individuals to utilize resources
around them is tied to their capacity, there is a need to build and
enhance capacity towards resource utilization for job and wealth
creation.

Entrepreneurship education is an inevitable tool for this capacity
building. There is need to match resource utilization with appropriate
knowledge through entrepreneurship education. Capacity building for
job and wealth creation cannot be achieved if our educational
institutions continue to turn out graduates who simply conform to the
existing pattern of behaviour some of which have become
dysfunctional and counterproductive. Education if is well planned, will
help students to make new and original adaptations to changes in their
environment.

Kanu (2015) opines that capacity building can be achieved by
establishing organic links between students and their environment as
they seek to make progress through the application of their creative
energies. This statement is suggestive that entrepreneurship education
should be able to equip students with creative entrepreneurial skills to
bring something new, absolutely fresh ideas to the competitive nature
of business in Nigeria. From the foregoing, it is not enough to gain
entrepreneurial knowledge and skills if such knowledge does not
enable the recipient to be creative with knowledge, resources and the
environment. Functional entrepreneurship education, therefore, is that
which is geared towards capacity building through creativity. The
question that arises is how can home economics education in Nigeria
key into this structure of developing creative entrepreneurial skills in
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students to enable them become originally inventive and creative with
knowledge and Skills gained?

Wealth creation and Entrepreneurship

Wealth creation describes a situation of prosperity. Wealth
means the possession of riches, the abundance of valuable resources or
material possession. Adam smith cited by Horsfall (2017) viewed
wealth creation as the combination of materials, labour, land, and
technology in such a way as to capture profit. Onu (2016) states that
wealth creation simply refers to economic growth and better standard
of living of the individual, family, and state. The source further stated
that wealth creation refers to two (2) concepts; “the coping strategies”
and “empowerment”. I shall be considering the empowerment concept
for the purpose of this paper. According to him, empowerment concept
is a process which gives people power over the different social,
economic, cultural and political forces which govern their lives. The
aim of empowerment is to create true wealth and involve the people in
all aspects of governance. Any wealth creation initiative must boost the
human capital element such as knowledge, skills and health which
increase the total productivity of individuals and human development
index of the society. Heller (2013) defines wealth creation in terms of
income generation which is the creation of assets, both in terms of
physical and human capital.

Entrepreneurship according to Utomi (2012) is concerned with
the persistent pursuits of opportunities to create wealth through
creation of products or services that meet customer’s needs. Similarly,
Igbo (2015) postulated that entrepreneurship occurs when an individual
creates a new venture, a new approach to an old business idea, using
resources in a new way under the condition of risk. Osuala (2019) in
his own opinion, asserts that the processes of bringing together creative
and innovative ideas and combining them with management and
organizational skills in order to combine people, money and resources
to meet an identified need and thereby, create wealth is
entrepreneurship. From the foregoing, it is not enough; therefore, to
conceive a business idea. What makes the differences is the ability to

be creative with ideas and develop something new and out of the
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ordinary. There is hardly any business idea that has not been conceived
by entrepreneurs. What gives muscle to a new business in the
competitive market is the ability to be creative so as to arrive at
concepts, products, services slightly or completely different from the
existing norm. Creativity in entrepreneurship, will help individuals to
exploit business opportunities more effectively and efficiently.

Entrepreneurship and Creativity are part and parcel of the same
phenomenon. Drucker (2015) describes the former as the institution,
that is the carrier of the latter, while the latter is the tool of the former.
Therefore, creativity in entrepreneurship entails innovations,
flexibility, resourcefulness, versatility and being knowledgeable it also
includes new products and new strategies of production, improving the
quality of labour force, the emergence of new skills and improvement
in the quality of management. Entrepreneurship education, therefore,
must be the type which empowers recipients with creative
entrepreneurial skills and abilities.

Home Economics Education and Entrepreneurship

Home economics education is inter-disciplinary, multi-
disciplinary and trans-disciplinary. It is a field of study with various
marketable skills that can ensure self reliance and employment.
Mbah, (2011) labels home economics education as the people’s
profession because it is a multi-discipline functional delivery system.
Olaitan and Agusiobo (2018) define home economics as that field of
study that is concerned with strengthening individual and family life
by providing functional knowledge and skills. Tupac (2018) opines
that home economics education is a means through which the
individual may be led to a stronger growth and development, thus
enabling him to take responsibilities in the family and society. In the
definitions of home economics above, functionality is emphasised.

This implies the ability of knowledge and skills gained to help
individuals who has acquired them to be able to relate to real life
situations and solve their needs. Home economics education can be
seen, therefore, as the solution to the many problems facing
individuals, families, communities in Nigeria particularly in the areas
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of skill acquisition, inter-personal family relationship, healthy living,
resource management, poverty reduction and wealth creation.

In Nigeria, time and trends have evolved over the years with

regards to what functional and creative education should be. With the
competitive global business world and the emergence of knowledge
economy the challenge for home economics education is, therefore, to
prepare graduates who can connect the body of knowledge, the
practice of home economics and the contemporary competitive global
market.
In line with the spirit of entrepreneurship, Onyido (2011) reported that
the Federal Government of Nigeria has directed the establishment of
entrepreneurship centers in the universities and other higher
institutions of learning so as to enhance entrepreneurship education.
These centres are to be funded by the education tax fund and student
are expected to channel the knowledge and energies acquired at
devising creative strategies and learning skills to function as
entrepreneurs.

Home economics education and entrepreneurship are two sides
of the same coin. Home economics education is a key player in
entrepreneurship development process and so has important role to
play in reducing massive graduate unemployment and the social
menace which it represents. The question before us is how to address
the weakness in the system and reposition home economics education
for producing creative entrepreneurs who can survive the competitive
business in Nigeria as well as contribute to family and national
building. Home economics education must evolve to be in tune with
current global business changes and challenges.

Strategies for Enhancing Creative Entrepreneurship through

Home Economics Education

Some of the strategies include:

1. Re-branding of home economics. According to Molokwu (2010)
re- branding can help home economics stand out and achieve
professional goals through renewing what is taught, what methods
are used to teach to ensure what is taught is transferable and has
value for the new times.
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2. Nwabuona (2015) suggests the inclusion of entrepreneurship
education content areas such as small scale business, managing
business opportunity, global market, business plan, marketing
analysis, risk management and record keeping will enhance the
functionality of the course to the benefit of the students.

3. Kanu (2015) suggests teaching methods that can be used to enhance
creativity in the individuals. These methods identified are
laboratory, inquiry, activity, brainstorming, problem solving. These
methods of teaching emphasis the development of initiative and
independent thought and divergent thinking. The emphasis is on
allowing pupils to explore and find out things for themselves as a
basis for developing creative abilities.

4. Chidume and Emelue (2011) identified entrepreneur’s networking,
attendance of seminar on entrepreneurship, watching relevant
television programmes, subscribing to relevant magazines, mentors
providing practical guides to self employment as ways through
which students can acquire creative entrepreneurship skills. Home
economics education should provide opportunities for student to
have this mentorship.

5. Home economics teachers should make effort to improve
themselves in the area of entrepreneurship education since it is a
new concept in home economics. This through private studies,
seminars, workshops and other relevant activities.

Objectives of the Study

The general objective of the paper is to examine the entrepreneurship,

job and wealth creation in home economics in Delta State Nigeria.

Specific objectives are to identify:

a. The contributions of home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State Nigeria.

b. The challenges of home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State Nigeria.

Research Questions
The following research questions guided the paper:
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v' What are the contributions of home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State Nigeria?

v' What are the challenges of home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation

Research Hypotheses

The following hypotheses were tested at the alpha level of 0.05 level of

significant.

Ho1: There is no significant difference between the mean rating of
male and female students opinion on the home economics in
development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in
Delta State Nigeria.

Ho2: There is no significant difference between the mean rating of
male and female students opinion on the challenges of home
economics in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth
creation

Research Design:- The study adopted descriptive survey design. The

study area is Delta State Nigeria.

Area of the Study

Delta states was selected because the state has policies for agriculture

geared towards development of rural communities.

Population for the Study:- The population of the study comprised of

one hundred and forty-three (143) final year students of Federal

College of Education (Technical) Asaba, Delta State.

Sample and Sampling Technique

Due to the small number of the population, the researcher decided to
accommodate all the population for the study; therefore, there was no
sample size and sampling technique.

Instrument for Data Collection

The instrument for data collection was Questionnaire Survey
entitled “Entrepreneurship, Job and Wealth Creation in Home
Economics Questionnaire (EJWCHEQ)”. The instrument was divided
into two part A and B. Part A elicited information on the personal data
and characteristics of the universities. Part B elicited information on
the (a) the roles of agriculture towards rural community in Delta State,
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(b) the challenges of agriculture towards rural development in Delta
State, The instrument was validated by two experts in Home
Economics- and one lecturer in Measurement and Evaluation all in
Faculty of Education, Delta State University Abraka.

Reliability and Validation of Instrument

The internal consistency of the instrument was determined by
administering the instrument to twenty (20) students in College of
Education Warri. The data collected were analyzed using Cronbach
Alpha Reliability Approach with the aids of SPSS which yielded the
index of 0.79.

Method of Data Analysis

The data collected were analyzed using mean and standard
deviation to test the students’ opinions on assessing the contribution of
home economics in job and wealth creation through entrepreneurship
education in with the aid of Special Package for Social Science
(SPSS). The data collected were analyzed using frequency tables and
percentages and hypotheses were analysis using t-test.

Results

Research Question 1: What are the contributions of home economics
in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta
State Nigeria?

Table 1: Mean response of students on the contributions of home economics

in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State
Nigeria

S/N Items Description Mean Standard Deviation Decision
1 Hospitality education 3.16 0.83 SA
2 Home management education  3.14 0.80 SA
3  Textile education 3.08 0.77 SA
4 Fabrication education 3.00 0.82 SA
5 Food and nutrition education 3.06 0.86 SA

Grand Mean Score= 3.088

The result of data in table 1 revealed that the respondents in item 1-5
had the mean scores ranging from 3.16, 3.14, 3.08, 3.00, and 3.06 with the
standard deviation ranging from 0.83, 0.80, 0.77, 0.82 and 0.86. This
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indicates that the students strongly agreed that the items of the questionnaire
are the contributions of home economics in development of entrepreneurship
skill and wealth creation in Delta State Nigeria. The grand mean score is
3.088 which indicate strongly agree. Therefore, the contributions of home
economics in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in
Delta State Nigeria include: hospitality education, home management
education, textile education, fabrication education and food and nutrition
education.

Research Question 2: What are the challenges of home economics in
development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State
Nigeria?

Table 2: Mean response of students on the challenges of home economics in
development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State

Nigeria.
S/N Items Description Mean Standard Deviation Decision
6  Obsolete curriculum 3.08 0.80 SA
7 Government policies 3.17 0.82 SA
8  Shortage of qualified lecturers 3.16 0.80 SA
9  Poor enrolment into home
economics by students in tertiary ~ 3.17 0.82 SA
education
10 Poor attitude of the public towards
home economics graduates 3.09 0.80 SA

Grand Mean Score= 3.13

The result of data in table 2 revealed that the respondents in
item 6-10 had the mean scores ranging from 3.08, 3.17, 3.16, 3.17, and
3.09 with the standard deviation ranging from 0.80, 0.82, 0.80, 0.82
and 0.80. This indicates that the students strongly agreed that the items
of the questionnaire are the challenges of home economics in
development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta
State Nigeria. The grand mean score is 3.134 which indicates strongly
agree. Therefore, challenges of home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State Nigeria
include: obsolete curriculum, government policies, shortage of
qualified lecturers, poor enrolment into home economics by students in
tertiary education and poor attitude of the public towards home
economics graduates.
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Hypotheses

HO:: There is no significant difference between the mean rating of male
and female students opinion on the home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State Nigeria.

Table 3: t-test of independent sample on the significant difference
between the mean rating of male and female students opinion on the home
economics in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in
Delta State Nigeria

Variables N Mean SD T Df  Sig.(2-tailed)  Level of Decision
Sig.
Male 94 3.1384 0.46420 -469 298 0.645 0.05 NS

Female 89 3.1663 0.42772 -470

Data in table 3 showed that the mean scores of male and female
students on the significant difference between the mean rating of male
and female students opinion on the home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State Nigeria were
3.1384 and 3.1663 with the standard deviation of 0.46420 and 0.42772
respectively. Male and female students indicated the responses on the
home economics in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth
creation in Delta State Nigeria. It also showed that the calculated t-value
of -469 was not significant at 0.645 Significant (2-tailed) which is greater
than the chosen level of 0.05. Therefore, there is no significant difference
between the mean rating of male and female students opinion on the
home economics in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth
creation in Delta State Nigeria.

HO:2: There is no significant difference between the mean rating of male
and female students opinion on the challenges of home economics in
development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State
Nigeria.

Table 4: t-test of independent sample on the significant difference between
the mean rating of male and female famers opinion on the challenges of
home economics in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth
creation in Delta State Nigeria

Variables N Mean SD T Df Sig.(2-tailed)  Level of Sig. Decision
Male 94 3.1192 0.53644 0.613 298 0.541 0.05 NS

Female 89 3.0787 0.40745 0.654
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Data in table 4 showed that the mean scores of male and female
students on the significant difference in the mean rating of male and
female students’ opinion on the challenges of home economics in
development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta
State Nigeria were 3.1192 and 3.0787 with the standard deviation of
0.53644 and 0.40745 respectively. Male students indicated higher than
female response on the significant difference between the mean rating
of male and female students opinion on the challenges of home
economics in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth
creation in Delta State Nigeria. It also showed that the calculated t-
value of 0.613 was not significant at 0.541 Significant (2-tailed) which
is greater than the chosen level of 0.05. Therefore, there is no
significant difference between the mean rating of male and female
students opinion on the challenges of home economics in development
of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation

Summary of Findings

The following findings were obtained from the study:

1. That contributions of home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State include:
hospitality education, home management education, textile
education, fabrication education and food and nutrition education.

2. That challenges of home economics in development of
entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta State include:
obsolete curriculum, government policies, shortage of qualified
lecturers, poor enrolment into home economics by students in
tertiary education and poor attitude of the public towards home
economics graduates.

3. That there is no significant difference between the mean rating of
male and female students opinion on the home economics in
development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in Delta
State Nigeria.

4. There is no significant difference between the mean rating of male
and female students opinion on the challenges of home economics
in development of entrepreneurship skill and wealth creation in
Delta State Nigeria.
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Conclusion

Since early 1980’s, Nigeria has a history of economic stagnation
that has led to decline in white collar jobs. The inclusion of
entrepreneurship course in all disciplines will to a great extent, assist in
solving this problems of high unemployment and underemployment.
Entrepreneurship education in this paper has been recognized as a key
driver in encouraging business start-up potentials among graduates.
Since entrepreneurship education plays a vital role in unemployment
reduction and support wealth creation, it becomes mandatory for all
higher institutions to ensure full implementation of the programme and
skill acquisition in training students not just in theory but in practice. If
this is done, the challenge of unemployment of graduates in Nigeria
will be reduced and as such leads to creation of wealth.

Recommendations
The following recommendations are proffered for effective
entrepreneurship education in Nigeria.

1.  The federal government in collaboration with state governments

should provide scholarships/ bursaries for performing students by

way of encouragement.

Employment of competent and qualified lecturers and teachers.

3. Government should establish entrepreneurship centres in different
local government to enable graduates acquire the necessary
training in entrepreneurship education. Also, the emphasis on the
entrepreneurship training in these centres should be practically
oriented.

4. There should be collaboration between small business
entrepreneurs and research institution for exploitation and
research findings of those institutions to achieve technology
development.

5.  Governments at all levels could intervene in postulating good
policies to reduce the problems of entrepreneurs through the
supply of needed technological and business information.

no
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PERCEIVED FACTORS AFFECTING STUDENTS'
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN MATHEMATICS AT
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Abstract
The study aimed at examining student’s perception on factors affecting
students’ academic performance in mathematics at senior secondary school
level in Oshimili North Local Government of Delta State. A descriptive
survey design was adopted. The target population was 540 Senior Secondary
school Three (SSS3) in Oshimili North educational zone and with a sample
size of 180 students which is made up of twenty students each were randomly
from each of the nine schools selected. A researcher’s developed Students
Perception Questionnaire (SPQ) was used for the study. Two research
questions and two hypotheses were formulated to guide this study. The
instrument was validated by expects and was subjected to reliability test
which attained a reliability coefficient of 0.73 using the method of test-retest
which was considered appropriate. The research questions were analyzed
using mean and standard deviation, while the research hypotheses were
tested using t-test statistics at 0.05 level of significance. The findings from
the study revealed that students’ perceived inadequate teaching method on
the part of mathematics teachers, inadequate counseling units in the school,
high level of mathematical phobia among others were identified as
contributory factors hindering academic performance in mathematics.
Recommendation proffered for remedy included: That Mathematics teachers
should adopt appropriate modern teaching method in classroom interactions
to reduce mathematics phobia, provision of functional counseling unit,
appropriate textbook and using of learner center approach among other . In
conclusion, the study urged all stakeholders in education in mathematics
education to ensure adequate provision of fund and facilities to all the
secondary schools in order to minimize the rate of failure in mathematics.
Keywords: Academic performance, mathematics phobia, students
perception, mathematical counseling units/ facilities.
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Introduction

The way mathematics concepts are developed and taught will
go a long way in helping students to improve on their understanding of
both concepts and application in life. Mathematics is very important
subject. It is the tool for understanding science, technology, and
business so it is a force to be reckoned with in the development of any
nation and generally been accepted as foundation of science and
technology (Okeke, 2019). Also Ashecraft and Kirk (2010) indicated
that mathematics is the language of science and foundation of rational
development and productivity. To attain self-reliance and economic
development, maximum premium must be placed on science and
mathematics. This led the federal government of Nigeria to make
mathematics one of the core subjects with the following objectives: as
to develop interest in mathematics and provide a solid foundation for
everyday life. Also to develop computational skills, foster the desired
ability of accuracy to a degree relevant to the problem at hand and
develop necessary background for further education [Federal Republic
of Nigeria, 2004]. Cassidy (2014) and Joy (2014) have indicated that
perception is the process by which one becomes aware of changes
through the senses, sight, hearing and others. Perception of
mathematics by students may be to refer to the analyzing, synthesizing
and integration of sensory information about mathematics concepts.
For effective teaching, school principals and teachers require
information as to the causes of poor academic performance in each
subject and mathematics. This information would improve
understanding of students in mathematics (Yolanda, 2021).
Mathematics has always been perceived as the most difficult subject in
the school curriculum. Students continue to record high rate of failure
in mathematics as reported by (Ajani & Papoola, 2018). A number of
scholars outlined some factors they considered to be responsible to this
trend on both internal and external examinations (Ebele & Abigail
(2018), Ajani & Papoola, (2018), Josiah, Owolabi, & Etuk-Iren,2018).
These factors include:
» Dissatisfaction with the syllabus
 Experience and disposition on the part of students
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. Lack of appropriate mathematics textbooks.

* Lack of mathematical laboratory and its facilities

* Mathematics teachers’ attitude to work.

* Teachers students’ relationship

* Mathematics anxiety in teaching and learning mathematics
* Students’ previous experiences/knowledge of instruction.

Ajani and Popoola (2018) had reported high rate of failure in
secondary school mathematics. The decay in the standard of education
has made many mathematics educators concerned about contributed
factors. It was reported by Ashcraft and Kirk (2010) that mathematics
anxiety is negatively correlated with mathematics performance among
teachers and students. Mathematics students with mathematics anxiety
possess little or no confidence in their ability to solve mathematics
problems. The correlation between mathematics anxiety and academic
performance among students and teachers is negatively significant
(Ajani & Papoola, 2018). The benefit of having a positive attitude
towards mathematics cannot be over emphasized, because an
individual’s influences not any how circumstances, and the action of
the others are interpreted by individuals (Garba, 2019). Teacher’s
attitudes are very important act in teaching process because their
attitudes can influence teaching strategies, which in turn have critical
effect on the formation of student’s attitude towards learning. They
listed some characteristics of mathematics anxiety that include
uneasiness when asked to perform mathematically, avoidance of
mathematics classes, feeling of physical illness, panic, inability to
perform on a test and utilization of tutoring sessions that provide very
little success. Mathematics anxiety is found on both teachers and
students which resulted to negative attitude towards mathematics and
this attitude seems to have passed from one generation to the next-up
today (Ajani & Popoola, 2018). In the area of teaching and
communication skill of mathematics, Kajuru and Popoola (2010)
observed that effective communication skills involve the ability to
deliver or teach mathematics with simple language, easy to understand
presentation, appropriate and effective teaching aids. Provision of
effective communication improves the academic performance of

120 Vol. 3 No.2., 2024




students, thereby motivating them to score high marks (Garba, 2019).
When mathematics students and teachers are able to deepen their
relationship with the curriculum and with each other, they are more
likely to teach and learn in ways that promote, sustained, connected,
meaningful understanding (Baja, 2010).

Similarly, a number of studies revealed that performance of
students in mathematics has been persistently low and attributed the
reason for this among other things; for instance, nature of
mathematical laboratory environment and facilities has significantly
relation with students’ learning outcome (Ebele &Abigel, 2018). They
affirmed that whenever mathematics teacher use appropriate teaching
aid, it result in high perceived usefulness in terms of enhancement of
classroom instruction, learning effectiveness, and good academic
performance. It assists individual differences and enriches students
with adequate mathematics skills. Mathematical laboratory helps to
build positive attitude towards mathematics and encourage group
work. This brings joy to the students, gives evidence of progress to the
student, and ensures a greater transfer of learning through classroom
procedure. The provision of equipped laboratory and learning materials
enables students to frequently carry out laboratory exercise and
enhance their understanding of mathematics concepts (Kajuru &
Popoola, 2010).

There are research conducted on teaching methods, instructional
materials, infrastructural facilities, gender, etc., were enumerated by
some authors (Josiah, Owolabi, & Etuk-lren, 2014) as factors that
affect students’ performance in mathematics. Of all the variables listed,
it seems that teaching method and instructional materials are mostly
affect student performance in mathematics. The relevance of
mathematics needs to embrace appropriate teaching strategies to the
teaching of mathematics in secondary schools is very significant.
Kajuru and Popoola (2010) stated that effective teaching method and
use of teaching aids allows students to enjoy services of ownership and
direct involvement in judging the quality of students’ performance in
mathematics. Olayede, Adebowale and Ojo (2018) also reported that
teaching method of mathematics teacher is based on the students’
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performance in the subject. Ebele and Abigail (2018) indicated that
learners’ approach assist in reducing abstractness of the subject and
facilitate understanding and consequently lead to improvement in
attitudes and academic performance. Other strategies that encourage
students’ participation, reducing abstractness of mathematics and
promoting good performance include cooperative, problem-solving,
scaffolding and discovery approach (Kajuru & Popoola, 2010).

The provision of guidance and counseling units in schools
especially at the secondary level is very important in improving
students’ academic performance and other related issues (Binta, 2019).
Joy (2014) reported that most adolescent students were unrealistic in
their choice of subjects and could not give them good foundation in
science (mathematics). Okeke and Fafuwa in Joy (2014) indicated that
the future choice of careers by students is shaped by the school
subjects and as such a mandatory student guidance counseling service
should be created in all Nigeria schools.

From the foregoing, academic performance depends on many
factors. In this study therefore, assessment of the impact of students’
perception of mathematics on their choice of career subject in WAEC
examination at secondary school level was sought to minimize the rate
recorded at which students fail mathematics in secondary schools.

Statement of problem

Students’ express difficulties in understanding mathematics concepts
taught them by their teachers and performed poorly in internal and
external examinations (Josiah, Owolabi, &Etuk-Iren, 2014). Secondary
mathematics education in Nigeria needs improvement to meet the
aspirations of Nigeria as nation. It was observed that poor performance
in mathematics in external examinations still exist (Akinsola, 2018 and
Ajani & Popoola, 2018) The factors affecting poor performance varies
from one school to another, from one set of students to the next and
from one cultural setting to another. Since not all factors are relevant
for a particular context. On this note, the researcher sought to
investigate students’ perception of factors affecting academic
performance in mathematics at the Secondary School Level in
Oshimili North Local Government Area of Delta State.
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Purpose of Study
The main purpose of this study was to investigate and analyze

students’ perception of the contributory factors hindering academic

performance in mathematics at secondary education as it affects

education standard. Specifically, the study seeks to determine the

following purpose.

1. Identify the extent fear of mathematics affect students’ performance
in WAEC examination?

2. The students’ perception on the mathematics teachers’ teaching
method have any effect on students’ academic performance.

3. The students’ perception on having counseling units in the school
have any effect on students’ academic performance in mathematics.

Research Questions

The following research questions guide the study:

1. To what extent do fears of mathematics affect students’
performance in WAEC examination?

2. Do students’ perception on the mathematics teachers’ teaching
method have any effect on students’ academic performance?

3. Do students’ perception on having counseling units in the school
have any effect on students’ academic performance in
mathematics?

Research Hypotheses. The following hypotheses were tested at 0.05

level of significance.

Ho1: There is no significant difference in the mean scores of male and
female students on mathematics teachers’ teaching methods to
have any effect on students’ academic performance.

Ho2: There is no significant difference in the mean scores of male and
female students perceptions of having counseling units in the
school to have effect on the students’ academic performance in
mathematics

Methodology

The study adopted the descriptive survey. The population of the
study was 540 Senior Secondary School Three (SSS 3) Students in
Oshimili North Local Governments Areas of Delta State. A sample
size of 180 students made up of twenty students each from nine
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schools was randomly selected. The study adopted Students Perception
Questionnaire (SPQ) using Likert rating scales of Strongly Agree
(SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD) developed
and validated by Joy (2014). The reported measure of internal
consistency of the instrument is 0.73 using the method of test-retest
(Joy, 2014). The instrument was administered to the study sample of
one hundred and sixty (180) students from nine (9) senior secondary
schools and retrieved back after one week. The data obtained from the
SPQ were analyzed using mean and standard deviation, while the
research hypotheses were tested using t-test statistics at 0.05 level of
significance. The benchmark for decision is a mean of2.5, that is, a
mean score of 2.5 or above implies acceptance while a mean score
below 2.5 indicate rejection.

Research Question 1: To what extent do fears of mathematics affect
students’ performance in WAEC examination??

Table 1. Responses on Fears of Mathematics toward students’
performance in WAEC examination

S/NO Statement Means | SD |Decision
1.  |Lack of Mathematics study time 3.84 | 0.76 | Agree
2.  [Mathematics is a difficult subject 4,15 | 1.99 | Agree
3 Lack of understanding the mathematics concept 3.32 | 1.15 | Agree
4. |Lack of positive attitudes by the students 3.70 | 0.56 | Agree
5. [Inappropriate method of teaching Mathematics 1.76 | 2.44 |Disagree
6.  [Mathematics teachers are not good in mathematics 2.03 | 2.11 |Disagree
7.  [The mathematics teaching session is lively 3.05 | 1.11 | Agree
8.  |Lack of connection between student and subject 2.75 | 1.40 | Agree
9.  [Student feels stress out during mathematics lessons | 3.24 | 1.46 | Agree
10. |Lack of attention by the students 4.25 | 0.66 | Agree

The results displayed in this Table 1, indicate students fears of
mathematics which affect students” performance in WAEC
examination. The mean scores of all respondents agreed that fear of
mathematics influences mathematics performance except in items 5
and 6, which has a mean value below benchmark 2.5.

Research Question 2: Do students’ perception on the mathematics
teachers’ teaching method have any effect on students’ academic
performance?
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Table 4: Student Responses on Teaching Method to have any effect on
Students’ Academic Performance in Mathematics

S/IN |Items Mean | SD |Decision

1. Inappropriate use of teaching method by the 3.15 |1.56 | Agree
mathematics teachers

2. Use of the conventional teaching strategy method by | 3.42 |0.67 | Agree
the mathematics teachers

3. |Learning objectives are not achieved by the students | 3.73 |1.14 | Agree
using co-operative method

4. [The teachers do not provide meaningful feedback on | 3.19 |0.46 | Agree
assignments by project method

5. [The mathematics concepts are not treated from least | 2.90 |1.23 | Agree
difficult to more difficult using lecture method.

6.  [Mathematics lessons are not presented sequentially in | 4.02 |1.19
a step-by-step approach by enquiry method

Tables 4 indicates that mean scores 3.15 of the respondents revealed
that mathematics teacher couldn’t planned their works in advance and
activities were not performed as it could be while about 3.42 shows that
learning objectives are not achieved by the learners and that leads to no
meaningful feedback on homework giving to students. Mean value 3.73
represents that mathematics concepts are not treated from least difficult to
more difficult and lessons were not presented sequentially.

Research Question 3: Do students’ perception on having counseling units in the
school have any effect on students’ academic performance in mathematics?

Table 3: Student Responses on Availability of Guidance and Counseling
Unit in the School

S/N [Items Mean [SD Decision
1. [There is no functional guidance and counseling unitin | 4.25 [0.66 | Agree
my school

2. My counseling centre have inadequate office facilities/ |3.32 [1.15| Agree
materials for counseling services

3. [There was no provision of modern & challenging 1.78 [2.44| Agree
resource materials like internet, films& slides radio/ tape
recorder

4. [The counselor uses outdated facilities in counseling the |3.91 [1.49| Agree
students

5. L was not well guided in my choice of mathematics by |3.70 [0.56 | Agree
guidance and Counseling officer
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Results presented in Table 5 revealed that all the mean scores are
above the benchmark. This shows that schools have not functional
guidance and counseling unit, and students were not well- guided on
choice of subjects into senior secondary classes.

Hypothesis 1:

There is no significant difference in the mean scores of male and
female perceptions on the mathematics teachers’ teaching method have
any effect on students’ academic performance.

Table 4: The t - test result of the mean scores of male and female
students’ perceptions on the mathematics teachers’ teaching method.

Gender | No. of Mean |SD |df |t- |t- | a | Decision
Respondents(N) cal | cri

Male 90 3.32 1.15 | 1755.581.96 0.05 Sig

Female | 85 3.05 1.12

The t-test result of the mean scores of male and female students’
perceptions on the mathematics teachers’ teaching method is given in
Table 4. The calculated t-value (5.58) is greater than t-critical (1.96) at
0.05 level of significance. The null hypothesis of no significant
difference in the mean scores of male and female students’ perceptions
on the mathematics teachers’ teaching method have any effect on
students’ academic performance is therefore rejected. Therefore, there
is significant difference in the mean scores of male and female
students’ perceptions of mathematics teachers’ teaching method to
have effect on academic performance in mathematics.

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference in the mean scores of
male and female students’ perceptions of teaching and communication
skill of mathematics teacher to have effect on their academic
performance.

Table 5: The t - test result of the mean scores of female and male
students’ perceptions of teaching and communication skill of
mathematics teacher to have effect on their academic performance in
mathematics.

Gender [ Sex [Mean [SD |df [tcal |tcri | o | Decision

Female 90 |3.56 0.49 | 175 0.37 1.96 0.05
Male 85 |3.54 0.76 | Sig
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In table 5, the t - test result of students’ perceptions of teaching and
communication skill of mathematics teacher to have effect on their
academic performance in mathematics has been presented. The
calculated t-value (0.37) is less than t-critical (1.96) at 0.05 level of
significance. Therefore, the null hypothesis is not rejected; and
concludes that there is no significant difference in mean scores of male
and female students’ perceptions of teaching and communication skill
of mathematics teacher to have effect on their academic performance.

Discussion of results

The study on students’ perception on factors affecting academic
performance in mathematics in Oshimili North educational zone
revealed substantial information as to some of the factors affect
performance in mathematics.

It was observed in table 1 that almost all mean scores are above
the benchmark indicating that the respondents agreed that fear of
mathematics has effect on mathematics performance. This agrees with
the finding of Ashecraft and Kirk (2010), Ajani and Popoola (2018)
that among the factors responsible to the deteriorating performance of
students in mathematics is Mathematics phobia. Mathematics phobia
commonly experienced by students when learning a new mathematical
task or when performing mathematical task and this leads to lack of
interest in mathematics. Students with mathematical phobia possess
little or no confidence in their ability to solve mathematics problems
(Ashecraft & Kirk, 2010).

The findings in table 2 revealed that all items which are stated
on students’ perception on teaching method were all agreed which
implies that no preparation of lesson and learning objectives are not
achieved because no meaningful feedback. All these are attributed to
teaching techniques, which seems to the teacher-centre referred to
conventional teaching method. This method requires that the learner sit
and listen to the teacher as he presents the content of the lesson.
According to Kajuru and Popoola (2010) that student’s persistent poor
performance in mathematics has been ascribed to inadequate teaching
strategies adopted the teachers. Josiah, Owolabi, & Etukliren, 2019)
also reported that the seriousness of the deplorable performance of
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students in mathematics. This is due to persistent use of the
conventional teaching strategy as one of the short coming affecting
performances in mathematics.

Results on table 3 revealed that many schools have no
functional counseling units and students do not receive the effective
guidance and counseling services which hinder better academic
performance as confirmed by Binta (2019). Joy (2014) supported the
view that school counselors should assist students to choose courses
realistically and appropriately guided, strong foundation would be laid
in mathematics.

Conclusion

The results of the findings indicated that students perceived
some major factors might be associated with students’ poor academic
achievement in mathematics These are relevant in the effective
teaching and learning of mathematics. Mathematics is at heart of many
successful careers and therefore a gate to brighter future.

Teaching and learning of mathematics are very vital because of
its role in entrepreneurship, economic, mental and social development
of the learner to ensure human and national development. It enables the
learners to add value to you and contribute towards economic
development of their society: This paper has therefore made some
recommendations based on findings that will enable the individual and
nation achieve their objectives stated in National Policy on Education
on producing meaningful education for youth, which could make them
self-reliant.

Recommendations:The following recommendations are made based

on the findings emanating from this study: -

1. Mathematics teachers should adopt appropriate modern teaching
method in classroom interactions to reduce mathematics phobia and
pay attention to the students’ previous experiences in mathematics.

2. Functional libraries with appropriate mathematics textbooks
including e-libraries’ should be provided by the state ministry of
education so that mathematics students can frequently consult such
textbooks and electronic libraries.
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3. The state government should provide all the necessary resources
required in a counseling centre to all the public senior secondary
schools.

4. Government should as matter of necessity provide adequate funds
for training and retraining of mathematics teachers for Quality
Assurance and classroom instructions.
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Abstract
A lot of efforts have been made to bring technology to schools and these
efforts have been successful to some extent. There are two significant gap in
the use of technology in education that must be addressed. Firstly, usage
gap-compared to how much today’s students use technology outside school,
in school technology usage is less intensive and extensive. Secondly,
outcomes achieved through investment in technology in sectors outside
education, the gains in terms reduced costs and increased productivity
achieved by schools is significantly smaller. The paper discussed the causes
of these two gaps and profers solutions to bridging them by engaging in
discussions about teaching and committing to technology plan.

Introduction

ICT in schools has increased so much in the past twenty-five
years. ICT was introduced in schools with the assumption that ICT
provides opportunity for students to search and analyse information,
solve problems, and equip them with a set of competencies to be
competitive in the current labour market. According to Ngwurwke
(2015), ICT is a current advancement in computer, process and
communicating of information by the computerized devices, via the
interconnected network which have given rise to the phrase ‘“the
information and communication superhighway”. The history of the use
of ICT in schools has suggested that educators would abandon ICT
does not fit the social organization of schooling (Cuban 2015).

The intention of this paper was not to argue that ICT has no role
in the existing school system or that ICT investment in school is a
waste of money. Although technology has not transformed schools in a
scale as some might have expected. It has led to irreversible changes in
how we live, communicate, work and play. It has led to the
development of new industries, new laws and new area of research,
Bejamin (2015). Few examples of this technology are Microsoft,
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Google, Apple, Facebook and so on. This paper is aimed at examining
the gap between information communication technology (ICT) trends
and the use of technology in schools, then explore alternative ways of
bridging the gap to transform teaching and learning process in schools.

Technology and Schools: Technology ushers in fundamental
structural changes that can be integral to achieving significant
improvement in productivity, Jacky (2013), use to support both
teaching and learning , technology infuses classrooms with digital
learning tools, such as computer and hard devices; expands course
offerings, experiences and learning materials , support learning all the
time. Technology also has the power to transform teaching by ushering
in a new model of connected teaching (www.ed.gov).

Schools are under pressure from the media, the society and
policymakers to ensure that technology is used for teaching and
learning and the student’s learning outcomes are enhanced from the
considerable magnitude of investment in technology for the fact that a
great part of these is financed by taxpayers’ money, policymakers have
the responsibility of ensuring significant reforms of investments on
technology in schools, hence demonstrating evidence-based
policymaking, Kelvin (2013). Some studies indicate notable positive
outcome for example, Harrison and colleagues (2004), in England have
statistically significant findings that positively associate higher levels
of technology use and school achievement at different key stages in
schools. Another study by the British Educational and
Communications Technology Agency, personalizing learning with
technology supported these findings but highlighted the challenges of
isolating technology among many other factors that might affect school
achievement (Becta, 2007).

Business Education: Business education is an aspect of general
education. Egbri(2017), defines business education as the aspect of
total educational program that provides the learners with knowledge ,
skills , understanding and attitude needed to perform in the business.
This definition is in line with the Nigerian national education objective
as contained in the New National Policy on Education (2004), the
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acquisition of appropriate skills, abilities and competencies, both
mental and physical as equipment for the individual to live and
contribute to the development of the society.

In Nigeria tertiary institutions, business education programme
are offered under the following options: Accounting, Office
Management (OTM), marketing / distributive and computer option
respectively. However, the primary objective of all business education
programs is the acquisition of skills and attitudes for gaining
employment in specific occupation or professional area. One of the
most significant aspects of business education is its inclination towards
the world of work and the emphasis of the curriculum on the
acquisition of employability skills.

The Gap between ICT Trends and use of Technology in Schools

The co-adaption of technology and the school system is
influenced and constrained by many conditions. These conditions may
be related to school technology resources, school culture, readiness and
experiences of teachers and students regarding using technology, and
the dynamics of the social interactions in the school system (Byron
2011). These conditions are independent of one another, and their
impact on technology implementation is beyond a simple and linear
one. On the contrary, they are entangled with each other, their
influence varies from case of case, their interactions and relationships
change as the school environment evolve with the technology
implementation, and the changes are situated in level contexts (Frank
2013). The school context gradually evolves, changing the
characteristics of teachers, students, and their technology uses, which
further changes the school faces at different stages. Since technology
use in schools constantly changes along with all the other elements-the
users, the school system and the relationship between subsystem, there
is no solution to technology implementation in schools. A technology
implementation plan that reflects changes will work better than a static
plan (Tondeur 2008).

On the level that technology project has been successful, to
continue its successful implementation, new policies need policies
need to be made, more money needs to be spent on upgrading software
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and updating hardware, more appropriate help needs to put into
sustaining and improving sufficient technical support- while all these
changes depend on strong leadership. So, it is important to provide
ongoing technology planning and evaluating, to continuously revive
and refine current practices and provide timely support (Tounder
2008).

Meanwhile, even if all the necessary conditions are in place, it
is still difficult to judge the success of technology implementation
because there is still a lack of specific goals or models to emulate.
Although researchers have repeatedly suggested that successful policy
implementation requires clearly defined goals directly connected to
students learning (Fullan 2011), no specific educational goal are
defined in educational technology policy documents except for
tangible intermediary goals such as hardware, student-computer ratios,
connectivity rates.

Although specific quantitative data like numbers, percentiles
and test scores are commonly used in policy documents to demonstrate
the current “crisis” in education and to justify the need for technology,
no (quantitative goals or outcomes are specified,Evan (2010).A
convenient criterion for measuring student outcome is student
academic achievement, because student achievement is influenced by
many factors. The impact of technology use on student outcomes is not
determined by the technology uses, rather it is mediated by
environmental factors, the wusers, and the constantly changing
interactions and mutual influences. The use of technology in schools is
part of a complex network, and changes in classroom technologies
correlate to change in other educational factors (OECD, 2010). It is
unrealistic to assume simple cause effect relationship or to expect
dramatic changes in student performance through one or two specific
technology projects. Consequently, schools can only guess what is
expected from their technology investment.

Some leaders in the schools do not have a clear idea on how to
evaluate effective use of technology (Rusell 2003), teachers do not
know much about their schools’ vision for the use of technology in
their classroom (Rusell 2003). Due to lack of sound understanding of
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the specific goals of technology integration, the use of technology may
have become the goal in many cases.

Bridging the ICT Gap in Education
Effective Teaching

There is no generally used measurement of effective teaching.
Some studies have attempted to use students’ academic performance
outcome as a significant indicator of the effectiveness of teaching,
these studies have been controversial and open to debate. It is
controversial because it is seen as a vehicle to promote an education
system that has been creating inequalities of social and intellectual
capital. It is open to debate because effective teaching is one of the
many variables that may affect students’ academic performance, and
there is no agreed definition of effective teaching (Robison, 2004).
This is especially pertinent in the discussion of the use of technology
and how it may enhance the effectiveness of teaching. This may be
further complicated by other terms such as school effectiveness, school
improvement and teaching quality. Campbell (2003), review the
research on teacher effectiveness and identified three problems
associated with the current teacher effectiveness. The first problem is
the conceptualization of teacher itself. The next problem is the
relationship and teaching effectiveness. There could be effective
teachers in ineffective school and ineffective teachers in effective
schools, and therefore the relationship between school and teacher
effectiveness is becoming problematic.

ICT and Planning

Another mismatch between technology trends and the use of
technology in schools is the lack of technology planning. In a
technology policy plan, a school describes its expectations, goals,
content and actions concerning the integration of ICT in education
(Tondeur 2007). This includes elements such as vision building
professional development and evaluation, schools have been procuring
technology equipment with the aim of introducing the latest
technologies in teaching and learning, the results are not clearly visible
either in terms of acceptance by the teachers or in students’ learning
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outcomes. Gulbahar (2007), notes that technology integration is a
complex process and a demanding task for teachers and school
administrators. In her study, she found that even teachers and
administrators who felt themselves competent in using ICT reported
that there was a lack of guidelines that would lead them successful
integration.

Technology planning is a process of developing, revising, and
implementing technology plans in order to guide organizations to
achieve their goals (Anderson 2009). A technology plan also describes
the learning objectives, how the technology will be used and how it
will be evaluated. According to Fishermen (2005), technology plans
are the interface between research and development in learning
technologies and their actual use in schools. They presented four
characteristics of successful planning for technology. The first to be
considered is using the technology plan as a policy document. A
technology plan is usually devised at different levels of administration.
At highest level-plan can be considered as a blueprint for all
stakeholders including educational planners, mid-level supervisors,
school level administration. Again, policy document would trickle
down to teacher at the classroom level.

Technology is never static. As technology changes, the plan to
use technology also needs to be flexible and adapt to the
circumstances. The evolving nature of technology requires constant
adjustment with new technologies but also help to adjust the changing
learning environment and social context. Lastly, every technology plan
requires commitment, support and collaboration at different levels, it is
important to establish a relationship with schools and outside
organizations such as teacher training institutions and the corporate
sector. Help can be gained by having close connections with these
organizations.

Conclusion:- Effective integration into learning system is more
complicated, example, providing computer and securing a connection
to the internet. Computers are only tools: no technology can fix an
undeveloped educational philosophy or compensate for inadequate
practices. Therefore, choices must be made in terms of educational
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objective (Crawley 2014). In respect, the process of technology
integration is a dynamic one involving integrating factors over time.
Moreover, no single solution exists to address the immense challenges
of technology integration because different integrating technology can
be chosen.

The national curriculum on its own does not guarantee any
instructional use of technology (Grodism 2012). An interesting issue in
the context of this discussion is the balance between the extrinsic and
intrinsic forces that drive the integrated use of ICT by teachers.
Improving policy decision is often less responsive to teacher
perspective and often neglects workplace constraints. A way forward is
stressing the responsibilities of local schools to develop a school-based
technology plan.

This plan will stimulate a dialogue among school managers,
teachers, and parents about technology use in curriculum. Moreover,
engaging teachers in the development of policy planning gives them
the opportunity to reflect on their educational use of technology. It
fosters the subjective meaning-main process of individual teachers as
to how and why they will respond to technology use in class. In the
context of this dialogue, the following may arise; how can technology
be integrated and tested in classroom practice? What type of feedback
is considered critical from a classroom perspective? As technologies
continues to drive changes in society and in education, such policies
need to define their organizational vision and actions more clearly in
view of planned change.

Technology integration is not yet achieved in a systematic way
in most schools. Very few schools can be labeled as learning
organization with shared commitment to technology in education. In
this respect, the literature about school improvement stresses the
importance of leadership in developing a commitment to change.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to empirically determine the effect of family
background on chemistry students’ academic achievement in Asaba educational
zone of Delta State. The study was guided by two research questions and two null
hypotheses. The study adopted a survey research design. The population of the
study comprised all the Senior Secondary three and two students (SS3 and SS2)
numbering four hundred (400). The sample of the study consisted of two hundred
and forty-eight (248) chemistry students that were randomly selected using
balloting technique. The instrument for data collection was a structured
guestionnaire titled Influence of Family Background Questionnaire (IFBQ) which
was validated and had a high reliability coefficient of 0.89. The mean scores and
standard deviations were used to answer the research questions while t-test was
used in testing the hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. The findings of the result
showed that the parental income and motivation have effect on chemistry students’
academic achievement but the difference in the responses of the males and female
with reference to the effect of parental income was significant. This indicates that
some of the students believe that parental income in some cases may not affect
academic achievement. The researchers recommended among others that parents
should motivate their wards since this helps in inspiring the students whether the
student is from a high income or low income family.

Keywords: Family background, Chemistry, Academic achievement, Parental

income and Motivation

Introduction

Chemistry is a fundamental science that investigates molecules
and how they interact to affect the composition, structure and
properties of substances. It is the mother of science. Chemistry
knowledge is widely applied in our everyday life and will help in
solving future problems which includes, sustainable energy and food
production, managing our environment, providing safe drinking water
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and promotion of human and environmental health ( among others.
From the foregoing, it is evident that the knowledge of chemistry is
very important. However, research has shown that students
achievement in chemistry has been poor (Okotcha, Obielumani & Eze,
2022, Iwuozor, 2013) among others. The researchers attributed the
poor achievement of students in chemistry to conceptual difficulty,
wrong use of methodology, parental factors, teachers’ factors,
misconception of concepts and family background among others.
Research in recent times has been on methodology and conceptual
change of students. There is need to focus on the effect of family
background on students’ achievement in chemistry.

Family has been described as the smallest, most important
primary group and the smallest social unit in the society. Odo, (2010)
defined family as “a social group sharing a common residence and co-
operating economically”. The author went further to assert that the
institutions of the family is usually based on the marriage of one or
more sexually co-habiting couples and usually there is the expectation
of having children for whom the adults of the family accept
responsibility. Family is the first social environment a child comes in
contact with. Similarly, Okunniyi (2004) see family as a primary social
group of parents, offspring and possibly, other members of the
household. A family could be categorized as extended or nuclear.
Extended families are those in which large group of related kin in
addition to parents and children live together in the same household.
This is the type of families prevalent in African countries. Nuclear
Families are families where married couple resides together with their
children. Family remains the primary environment of every child. The
families begin the process of education and provide physical and
psychological needs of the child. Formal and non-formal Education
start from the family and remains the vehicle for human development.

Family background refers to all the objects, forces and
conditions in the family which influence the child physically,
intellectually and emotionally (Muola, 2010). Children coming from
different family backgrounds are affected differently. Family
background plays a very big role on a child’s life. Eke (2009) noted
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that with some families, the background may vary from time to time
for the same individuals. The author further stated that because parents
are primarily responsible for establishing the family and exercise
control over it, they are responsible for the type of family background
that exists. This means that parental attitudes are very important in
promoting healthy family background, and healthy family background
is possible when parents adapt to the culturally defined roles of parents
to the needs of the changing young generation which includes
motivating the children.

Motivation describes why a person does something. It is the
driving force behind human action. Motivation is the process that
initiates, guides and maintains goal-oriented behaviours. Motivation
could be extrinsic or intrinsic. Extrinsic motivation arises from outside
of the individual while intrinsic motivation arises from within the
individual (Okwulanya, 2003). Parents can build the aforementioned
motivations in their children which may be a function of parental
income. Parental income can be seen as the value of any payments paid
or provided to a parent and used by the parents to meet usual living
expenses of the family. In line with this, Maduewisi (2012) maintained
that the environmental experiences from family, peer group and school
location have great influence in determining child’s intellectual ability.
The author maintained that bright children from under-privileged
family environment may turn dull due to impoverished family
environment and lack of motivation from the parents. The author
further stated that parents with high income express great interest in
their children’s education as indicated by more frequent visits to school
to discuss children’s progress, greater attention given to their wards,
buying relevant textbooks and other necessary materials needed in the
school for their children. This forms basis for high achievement in the
educational system. Students from low socio-economic status families
because of lack of money may not be strongly motivated to do well in
school and may not be knowledgeable about techniques of being
successful in school.

Okwulanya (2003) opined that motivation and socio-economic
status and by implication parental income of parents strengthen the

Review of African Educational Studies (RAES) 141




academic aspiration and language development in their children to
perform better in their academic work. According to the scholar, some
children may come from homes were academic is much valued, where
there are books around them and most of the time, they see their
parents reading. They encourage them to read many books either by
organizing mini library for them at home or by encourage using the
state library. This is in contrast to what is obtainable from children
from high socio —economic status homes where parents have the
money to provide atmosphere conducive for the formation of good
study habits and hence better achievement (Qeca, 2005).

Eze, (2009) described achievement as something which has
been accomplished successfully, especially by means of exertion, skill
practice or perseverance. The author sees achievement as a test for the
measurement and comparison of skills in various fields of academic
study. Ifeakor, (2005) regards achievement as a change in behavior
exhibited at the end of a given period of time or within a given time
range. Nwagu (2003) cited in Eze, (2009) explained that achievement
involves the determination of the degree of attainment on individuals
in tasks, courses or programs of which the individuals were sufficiently
exposed. Achievements tests result in academics have many functions
which include the determination of the relative position or rank of
individual student with respect to their test performance. It also enables
one to obtain information on the extent to which a student has attained
the criterion performance. Teachers, parents and the entire society are
much concerned about the academic achievement of students

Okunniyi (2004) carried out a research on how the family
background influence student’s introductory technology achievement,
the researcher found, among other things that socioeconomic class of
parents by implication parental income determines the students’
academic achievement. On the contrast, 1zundu (2005) conducted a
research on relationship between home environmental factors and
academic performance, the findings of the study revealed that low
socioeconomic status by implication parental income does not affect
the academic performance adversely. Uwaoma (2009) conducted a
research on the influence of home on the academic performance of
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students. Result revealed a positive correlation between parent’s
encouragement/ motivation and students’ academic performance.

Academic achievement measurement is very important in
schools, colleges and universities. Empirical studies revealed diverse
opinions on the influence of socio-economic status by implication
parental income on the academic achievement of students. It is against
this background that the researchers deemed it fit to investigate the
influence of family background (Parental income and motivation) on
chemistry students’ academic achievement in Asaba education zone of
Delta State.

Statement of the Problem

There is decline in chemistry students’ academic achievement.
Government, parents, teachers and students blame one another for
students” poor academic achievement in schools. Parents blame
teachers for lack of dedication to duties, teachers blame government
for poor salaries hence they are poorly motivated, parents also accuse
government for not equipping the schools with learning materials,
government blame parents for not doing their work and the students
are blamed for lack of discipline and dedication to their studies. Recent
researches have been on the teachers’ methodology. In the light of the
above, the researchers deemed it feat to investigate the effect of family
background with particular reference to parental income and
motivation on chemistry students’ achievement in Asaba Education
Zone of Delta State.

Purpose of the Study: Generally, the purpose of this study was to find
out the influence of family background on chemistry students’
academic achievement in Asaba Education zone. Specifically, the
purpose of the study was to find out:
1. The influence of parental income on academic achievement of
chemistry students.
2. The influence of parental motivation on chemistry students’
academic achievement.
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Research Questions
The following research questions guided the study
1. What is the influence of parental income on chemistry students’
academic achievement?
2. What influence does parental motivation on chemistry students’
academic achievement?
Hypotheses:
The following hypotheses guided the study and was tested at
0.05 level of significance.
Hol: There is no significant difference between male and female
students mean rating on the influence of Parental income on chemistry
Students Academic Achievement
Ho2: There is no significant difference between male and female
students mean rating on the influence of Parental Level of Motivation
on chemistry Students Academic Achievement.

Scope of Study

The study was limited to secondary school chemistry students in
Asaba Education Zone of Delta state. The scope of this study was
limited to finding the influence of family background on academic
achievement of chemistry students with particular regard to parental
income and parental motivation.

Design of the Study

The study adopted a survey design. The design enabled the researchers
to collect original data from the respondents themselves and describes
the present conditions as they exist in their natural family settings.
Area of the Study:- The study was carried out in Asaba Educational
Zone of Delta State. Asaba Education Zone is one of the six education
zones in the state.

Population of the Study:-The population of the study consisted of all
the Senior Secondary two and three (SS2 and SS3) chemistry students
in twelve (12) secondary schools in Asaba education zone numbering
four hundred (400) students.

Sample and Sampling Technique: Simple random sampling
technique using balloting was used in drawing six (6) schools from the
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zone. In each of the sampled school, the entire Senior Secondary Two
and three (SS 2 and SS3) chemistry students were used giving a total
of two hundred and forty-eight (248). The researchers purposely used
SS2 and SS3 students as the respondents, considering the facts that the
students at this level have been academically exposed and may be able
to handle the questionnaire.

Instrument for Data Collection

The Instruments for data collection was a structured questionnaire.
The questionnaire was developed by the researchers and is titled:
Influence Family background Questionnaire  (IFBQ). This
questionnaire was constructed on the basis of research questions on a
four point likert scale. The instrument (questionnaire) was made up of
twenty two (12) items on influence of parental income and parental
motivation.

Validation of the Instrument

Instrument for data collection was validated by experts. These
experts subjected the instrument to rigorous scrutiny in order to
ascertain the clarity, relevance and adequacy which a good research
instrument should possess. The instrument was reconstructed based on
the suggestions of the experts.

Reliability of the Instrument

The IFBQ questionnaire was trial- tested using 30 students in
another educational zone outside the one under investigation. The
scores obtained were used in establishing the internal consistency
using the Cronbach Alpha procedure. The internal consistency
reliability estimate yielded 0.89. These result showed that the
instrument was reliable.

Method of Data Collection:- The questionnaire was administered to
the respondents by the researchers and the research assistants face to
face and collected on the spot.

Method of Data Analysis
The data collected was analyzed using mean, standard deviation
and t-test statistics. The mean was used to answer the research
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questions while the t-test statistics was used to test the null hypotheses
at 0.05 level of significance. A mean of 3.50-4.49 was accepted as
strongly agree, 3.49-2.50 was accepted as Agree while 2.49-1.50 was
accepted as disagree and 1.49-0.05 as strongly disagree. For the test of
hypotheses, the null hypothesis was accepted when the calculated t-test
was less than the t-table, and vis versa.
Result
Research Question 1: What is the influence of parental income on
students’ academic achievement?
Table 1: Mean and Standard Deviation of Influence of Parental
Income on Chemistry Students’ Academic Achievement.

SIN STATEMENTS X SD REMARK
1. Children from high-income status parentstend 2.16  0.92  disagree

to achieve better academically than those from

low-income status parents.

2. Parents on high-income are more likely to 3.77 0.42 Strongly
afford to provide the basic necessities required Agree

for their children’s education.

3. Children from upper-working class homesare 2.29  0.52 Disagree
more likely disposed to perform better

academically than those from lower-working

class homes.

4. Children whose parents are on high-income 255 0.76 Agree
status may have higher career aspiration than

other children.

5. Parents who are on high-income status are 345 0.67 Agree

more likely to train their children beyond

secondary school level.

Grand 285 0.42 Agree
From Table 1, a grand mean of 2.85 and standard deviation of 0.42
indicated that the respondents agreed that parental income influence
students’ academic achievement except in items 1 and 3
Hol: There is no significant difference between male and female
students mean rating on the influence of Parental Income on chemistry

students’ academic achievement.
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Table 3: A t-test comparison of mean rating of Parental Income on
Chemistry Students’ Academic Achievement.

Gender | N Mean SD t-cal P-value | Remarks
Male 104 2.74 0.46
Female | 144 2.92 0.38 -3.46 0.001 S

The result in table 3 reveals a P-value of 0.001 that is less than
the significant value of 0.05, hence the null was rejected. This implies
that there is a significant difference between male and female students
mean rating on the influence of parental income on students’ academic
achievement.

Research Question 2: What influence does parental motivation have
on students’ academic achievement?

Table 2: Mean and Standard Deviation of Parental Motivation on
Chemistry Students’ Academic Achievement.

SIN STATEMENTS X SD  REMARK

6.  Students perform better academically when their  2.84 0.92 Agree
parents provide basic educational materials and
resources for their studies.

7. Students study hard when their parents reinforce 3.10 0.53 Agree
them for good academic performance.

8.  Parents’ concern about students’ grades and 3.13 0.91 Agree
performances motivates them for holster
achievement.

9.  Home libraries and books tend to motivate 3.19 0.78 Agree
students for better performance in school.

10. Students may feel happy and motivated when their 3.77 0.55 Strongly
parents discuss their academic career with them. Agree

11. Students tend to perform better academically when 3.19 0.65 Agree
their school fees and other school levies are paid
promptly.

12. Parents motivate students from higher 2.84 0.63 Agree
achievement scores when they promptly pay their
school field trips and excursions.
Grand 3.15 0.48 Agree

From the above Table, a grand mean of 3.15 and standard deviation of
0.48 indicated that the respondents agreed that parental motivation
influence students’ academic achievement.
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Ho2: There is no significant difference between male and female
students mean rating on the influence of Parental Level of Motivation
on Students Academic Achievement.

Table 4: A t-test comparison of mean rating of Parental Motivation on
Chemistry Students’ Academic Achievement.

Gender | N Mean SD t-cal P-value | Remarks
Male 104 3.12 0.52
Female | 144 3.17 0.44 -88 0.38 NS

The result in table 4 reveals a P-value of 0.38 that is greater than
the significant value of 0.05, hence the null hypothesis is not rejected.
This implies that there is no significant difference between male and
female students mean rating on the influence of parental level of
motivation on students’ academic achievement.

Discussion of Findings

From the findings of the study, it was observed that family
background factor influence academic achievement of students in
schools. Prominent among the family background factors include
parental income and parental motivation.

The result on Table 1 showed that parental income can
influence the academic achievement of students but not in all cases.
This is evident from the test of hypothesis one. The rejection of
hypotheses one was based on the fact that parental income cannot be a
sole determinant of students’ academic achievement. This is because
education is an equalizer. That a student has a parent that earns good
salary does not make the other person a dullard. Again, a child from
low income family, who has strong determination, can compete
favorably with another child from high income family. Moreover, most
children from high income families are over pampered and may lack
determination. The teacher having realized this condition should be
conscious when dealing with the students. Students who came from
low income class parents should not be mocked or compared with their
counterpart from high income status parents when they failed to meet
up in providing most of the materials needed for their studies. Students
from low income parents requires virtues like dedication, honesty,
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determination, integrity and tolerance to pursue their career by making
use of school facilities during and after school hours to enable them
attain high academic performance.

Findings of the study also revealed that parental motivation is
one of the major determinants of students’ academic achievement in
chemistry. The respondents agreed that parents’ level of motivation
influence students’ academic achievement. This result is in conformity
with Uwaoma (2009) who identified motivation as the most important
factor that influence educational attainment. Such parents express great
interest in their children’s education as indicated by more frequent
visits to school to discuss children’s progress; buying relevant text
books and other necessary materials needed in the school for their
children.

Conclusion

The findings of the study revealed that family background
factors influence academic achievement of students in schools.
Prominent among the family background factors include parental
income and parental motivation. Parental income as revealed by the
significant difference in male and female chemistry students’ response
as shown in Table 2 is not a strong determinant of students’ academic
achievement. This is because parents with low income can motivate
their children to get to higher heights. On parental motivation, it was
discovered that students who receive encouragement and motivation
from the family perform better in schools than their counterparts from
non-encouraging families.

Recommendations

A Healthy family background can affect the academic
achievement of students which is a product of effort or series of
efforts. The family is an important instrument of education and
education is an important instrument of change in modern societies.
Provision of adequate and relevant education is the best thing a family
can do for the children. This is because education is a virile weapon
against ignorance, disease, poverty and as a means of producing
enlightened, responsible and industrious citizenry and prosperous

nation. Based on this background, it is recommended that parents
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should be made to realize the importance of motivation in determining
their children academic achievement in schools, especially the
realization that most of the male students are abandoning school for
business. Parents should be actively involved in motivating students to
learn and also in supervising students’ academic work at home.

Students’ should also give serious attention to their studies at
home since it was observed that parental income does not necessarily
affect academic achievement. This is because determination is the key
to success.
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Abstract
The study is designed to examine the prospects and challenges in conducting
research in education in Nigeria. The study was necessitated by the
numerous issues of concern in education which have attracted little or no
attention. The author adopted the cross-sectional survey design and sampled
150 respondents from three tertiary institutions in Plateau state. Three basic
research questions guided the study .Data were elicited from the respondents
by means of a researcher-made questionnaire which was validated by three
professors. The mean and standard deviation were the statistical techniques
used for data analysis with 2.50 as the criterion mean. Results indicated that
areas of research needs in education include epistemic cognition, global
challenges in education and cross-cultural inhibitions to globalised
education among others. Also, some of the prospects in research in
education include improved educational outcomes, better quality graduates
and a viable education system among others. Some challenges that inhibit
research in education include, poor funding, inadequate research
experiences, and lack of facilities among others. It was recommended that
research grants be awarded to educational researchers to encourage more
researches in the field of education. Also, recommendations from researches
should be implemented so as to see their viability. The study concludes that if
the identified challenges of research in education are addressed succinctly,
there will be a better functional education system in Nigeria.
Keywords: Challenges, Harnessing, Prospects and Research in Education
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Introduction

Research is a scientific way of acquiring knowledge or making
enquiry into a phenomenon (Ugodulunwa, 2005). Education is the
means of acquiring traits, competences and capabilities to enable
individuals’ function effectively in the society as well as contribute
meaningfully to national development (Federal Government of
Nigeria, FGN, 2013). Daily new horizon of knowledge emerges and it
takes research to unravel any mystery behind such knowledge and to
gain mastery. The education system cannot function well in the
absence of research. This is because research in education helps in
numerous ways to assist educators in finding solutions to the many
problems they face in education. In the school setting, problems
emanate from different sources ranging from theories of education,
pedagogy, implementation of educational policies and principles
among other. In each of these scenario, the most plausible way
forward.

In the views of Williams (2013), research helps educators to be
better teachers by mastering the art of teaching. In the same manner,
Azim (2020) averred that research is indispensable in education
because it helps in understanding students; needs by providing
insights into their learning styles, abilities and interests among others.
Corroborating the indispensability of research to education, Awotunde
and Ugodulunwa (2004) noted that research is a systematic way of
making inquiry in order to answer some striking questions about a
phenomenon. This means that conducting research helps to answer
some questions about education which ordinarily would not have been
possible. This being the case it then means that the issue of research
conduction in education is not to be down played especially in tertiary
institutions.

Tertiary education is designed among others things to contribute
to national development through high level manpower training and to
develop the intellectual capacity of individuals to understand and
appreciate their local environment (FGN, 2013). From the goals of
tertiary education posited in the preceding paragraph it then means that
tertiary education is instrumental to growth, poverty reduction and
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prosperity. These could be made more effective via research to unravel
the underlying challenges that hinder development and national
advancement. Moreover for smooth education system there are key
areas that researches need to be conducted. Dewitt (2019) noted that
issues like climate change, epistemic cognition, health and wellness
and cross-cultural perspectives on education need to be looked into.

Harnessing research in education is a sure way to boost and
improve tertiary education system for better service delivery and
quality output. To harness means to bring under control and use to
ones advantage. It then means that harnessing research in education
means to direct the force or energy of research in order to maximize its
benefits for the advancement of the tertiary education in particular and
the entire education system in general. However, regarding harnessing
research in education a lot of issuers come to play.

The first point of interest is the attitude of some educators
towards research. As a scientific activity, research is a painstaking and
systematic activity which demands carefulness and endurance. Some
research studies are longitudinal in nature and as such take long time to
complete. So a researcher needs to be patient and pain staking to carry
out all the needed procedures in order to arrive at a lucid conclusion.
However, Maravilla (2020) has noted with dismay that most educators
possess negative attitude towards research conduction. The rigorous
nature and the demands of some researches make some educators not
to venture into it or to give research the needed attention and
seriousness knowing fully-well the benefits it holds on the entire
education system.

Finance and sponsorship is another issues of concern regarding
harnessing research in education. Most researches in education are
capital intensive-requiring large amount of funds. According to
Rasmussen (2022) one area that funds are really needed much is in
educational research hence the need for more funding of the education
system. The paucity of funds in most institutions poses threat to
effective conduction of researches in education. A lot of burning issues
in the education system would have been addressed succinctly if there
is adequate fund to conduct researches to find solutions.
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The high rate of corruption in the education system is another
mile stone that poses challenge to the issue of harnessing research in
education. Madaki (2021) noted that the education system has become
so corrupt that it is becoming too difficult to have sanity in the system.
The high level of corruption ranging from examination malpractices,
bribery, admission saga, fund misappropriation and poor students
welfare among others have made the education system to lose its sweet
taste. It has become so bad that even experts are afraid to accept the
results of some researches for fear of manipulation of research
findings.

Nevertheless despite the numerous challenges that pose threats
to harnessing of research in education yet a lot of prospects are accrued
to it. For example, The Royal Society (2018) noted that harnessing
research in education prospects better service delivery and better-
quality outputs (graduates). In the same vein, The Education
Commission (2020) documented that if research is adequately
harnessed in the education system, most wastage we experience and
poor-quality teachers will be things of the past. From the foregoing
submissions it then means that research in education is a crucial
requirement in the twenty first century. All other sectors of the
economy are depending on the education system to make progress
(Mbah, 2021). This is because the education system serves as the think
tank of the nation. Policies and principles are tested by the education
system which are then applied in other sectors for improved services. It
then means that if research in education is not properly utilized, there
may be great danger to national development as other sectors of the
economy will equally be in disarray. It is in the bid to salvage national
development that the researcher is prompted to carry out the present
study aimed at examining the prospects and challenges of harnessing
research in education.

Statement Of The Problem

The education system is the think tank of the nation. Education
is the process of equipping citizens with relevant skills competences
and capabilities that will enhance their meaningful living in the society
and their level of contribution to national development (Federal
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Government of Nigeria, 2013). Similarly Nakpodia (2011) stated that
the education system is dynamic hence new policies and principles are
tested on regular basis in a bid to improve educational service delivery.
These policies and principles are formulated visa research conduction.
It then means that the improvements in the education system are made
possible via results from numerous researches being conducted. Based
on this assertion, it seems as if research is not harnessed, the education
system may suffer shipwreck and it might have ugly implications for
national development. Experts have advanced many benefits of
research in education which include but not limited to improvement of
teachers knowledge of the subject matter, better understanding of
students needs and quality delivery among others (Osarenren-Osaghae,
and Irabor, 2018). However, considering the benefits associated with
research in education, one will think that research will always be a
welcome idea without any hitch. However, contrary to expectations,
conduction of researches in education has not been very smooth. A lot
of factors like corruption have pose threats to their smoothness. Now
the problem of the study is to empirically examine the prospects and
challenges of harnessing research in education in Nigeria.

Purpose Of The Study
The study is designed to achieve the following specific objectives to:
1. ldentify the areas of research needs in education.
2. Find out the prospects in harnessing research in education.
3. Ascertain the challenges militating against effective harnessing
of research in education

Research questions

The study is guided by the following research questions:

1. Which areas are researches needed to be harnessed in tertiary
education in Plateau

2. state?

3. What are the prospects in harnessing research in education in
tertiary institutions in Plateau state?

4. What factors militate against effective harnessing of research in
education?
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Literature Review
Concept of Research in Education

Research is defined as a systematic way of making inquiry into
a phenomenon in order to arrive at a lucid conclusion. According to
Kapur (2018) research in education is a more formal focused and
intensive process of carrying out a scientific method of analysis with
the aim of providing solutions to the numerous problems plaguing the
field of education. In the same manner Mbah (2021) averred that
research in education is a purposeful inquiry into the challenges that
threaten the smooth running of the education system in the bid to
proffer plausible solutions. From the premises above, one can then
define research in education as a meaningful and goal-oriented inquiry
activity with the sole aim of unraveling the challenges in the education
system and possibly providing answers for better effectiveness. The
education system is fraught with many challenges and irregularities
which need to be addressed; hence the most potent ways of identifying
solution is via research.

Similarly, Mizanur (2022) stated that research is the scientific
way of examining the education system and the entire learning process,
human attributes, interactions, organizations and institutions that shape
the educational outcomes. Research involves the creation of new
knowledge and/or the use of existing knowledge in a new and creative
way so as to generate new concepts, methodologies and
understandings. This means that research is used to design new
policies and principles or methods which are then applied to improve
the education system. Extrapolating from the numerous definitions
posited already, one could see that the aim of research is for the
improvement of the education system. According to Devasis (2022)
research helps to understand what works and why it works which help
to identify challenges and promote improvement in education service
delivery. In the views of Zhou (2022) problems motivate research in
order to seek for solutions. If there are no challenges or unfavourable
conditions in the education system, them there will be no need for
research hence the end point of research in education is to seek for
ways out of ugly and unfavourable situations and conditions. In the
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words of Best (2020) research in education is that activity directed
towards the development of a science of behavior in educational
situations with the ultimate aim of providing knowledge that will
permit the educator to achieve his goals through the most effective
ways. This means that research reveals the most effective ways of
attaining educational success.

Reasons for Research in Education

It has been established from the preceding session that research
in education is done in order to improve the education system through
the adoption of new methodologies, behaviours and principles.
Regarding the importance of research in education, Cresswell (2020)
noted that as an answer seeking venture research helps educators to
understand a phenomenon, behavior or test or theory; it provides a
body of evidences that are used to buttress earlier theories or to
promulgate new ones in education. According to Leswin (2020)
research in education is an activity that benefits all stakeholders in the
education system especially the teachers. Continuing Leswin
maintained that teachers gain maximally from research which include
but not limited to helping them find solutions to particular problems
arising in the classroom; underpinning professional learning of
knowledge skills and understanding and clarifying purposes, processes
and priorities when introducing change among others.

To the students, research allows them to pursue their interests,
learn new things and to develop problem-solving skills and to
challenge themselves in new ways (Hine, 2014). Continuing Gregory
maintains that when students work on faculty-initiated research
projects it gives them the opportunity to work closely with mentors
who are better experienced than they are.

In the same vein, Corrie and Lane (2015) noted that research
propels humanity forward by fueling the spirit of curiosity and desires
to discover new knowledge and break new grounds. Without curiosity
and research human development and progress may be halted. If there
IS no research humans remain ignorant and in the dark which is
detrimental to human development and societal advancement (Mbah.
2021). In the views of Form-Plus (2020) educational research are done
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to expand the existing body of knowledge by providing solutions to
different problems in pedagogy while improving the teaching and
learning practices. Research in education also helps to provide answers
to issues relating to learner motivation, development and classroom
management (Rathnakar, 2018). From the foregoing, it could be seen
that research in education has many advantages to all stakeholders in
education.

Challenges of Research in Education

Having seen the numerous gains associated with research in
education, one would expect that there will be hitches in conduction of
researches in education. However, contrary to expectations, a lot of
issues hinder effective research in education. To harness research in
education in most tertiary institutions in Nigeria and in Plateau state
has not been an easy task. Many factors have constituted hindrances to
its smooth sail. Experts like Ubogu (2019) has posited some factors
that pose as challenges to researches in education. Among the factors
include, absence of clear cut philosophy of research in education in
national development and lack of academic integrity. Also, Walden
University (2023) noted that poor methodology is another global threat
to effective conduct of research in education. Continuing, Walden
University noted that without the right approach to research, findings
will not be lucid because research follows a laid down procedure hence
its systematic nature must be followed. Other challenges as identified
by Sarkar (2014) include politicization of education system and
inadequate proper research ethics among others.

Empirical Review: Some scholars have conducted some researches
related to the present topic.

Omar and Nellie (2017) studied educational research in the 21st
century: challenges and opportunities for scientific effectiveness. Their
study aimed at presenting a historical background on the discipline of
educational research: approaches, goals and strategies for research in
the area of education. Similarly, the challenges and opportunities of
educational research were presented. The challenges of educational
research are identified in the following areas such as the political

nature of education; the problem of definition of educational research
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as a science and the dislocation between educational research and
practice of education. Also opportunities can be placed in the context
of the following areas: consensus on the knowledge of education
leading to a paradigm towards alignment, the utility of knowledge in
the practice of the profession to establish their scientific effectiveness
and research of education policies among others. They concluded that
research is very important in education.

Sadeghi et al (2016) analyzed the perspective of students of
Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences about the barriers of
performing research activities. In their descriptive cross-sectional
study, a total of 364 students at Kermanshah University of Medical
Sciences were selected through cluster random sampling in the
academic year 2013-2014. A researcher-made questionnaire designed
according to Likert scale, was used to collect the required data. The
obtained data were analyzed using SPSS-16 software. Among the
factors affecting research activities include personal factors and the
lowest rank was found for research factors. Moreover, personal factors
were shown to have the maximum effect on doing research and
organizational and research factors were reported as barriers to
research activities. Therefore, the authors recommended reinforcement
of research skills through workshops on promotion of research
capabilities and provision of material and spiritual incentives can be
efficient.

In the same vein, Ubogu (2019) investigated the factors
inhibiting the conduct and uptake of educational research in Nigeria
with specific reference to Delta State. Data were collected using a self-
administered questionnaire from forty-two (42) academic staffs drawn
from three universities and three Colleges of Education in the state.
The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics of students t-test. A
range of managerial and methodological factors were identified as
affecting the conduct and uptake of research in the country. These
respectively included absence of a clear national development
philosophy and adequate funding for research and gaps in
methodological competence and research integrity on the part of
educational researchers.
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Methodology:The study adopted the cross-sectional survey design.
The study location was Plateau state. Data were collected from some
selected undergraduate students and lecturers from three (3) tertiary
institutions in the state. The use of these categories of respondents was
to get a balanced view of the topic of discourse as they are in the best
position to respond to the issues raised in the study. A sample of 150
respondents was conveniently drawn by taking a random sample of 25
undergraduates and 25 lecturers from each of the three tertiary
institutions used for the study. A self-designed questionnaire tagged
Research in Education Questionnaire (REINEDUQ) was directly
distributed to the selected respondents via face to face method. The
reliability of the questionnaire was established via the Cronbach-Alpha
method and the procedure yielded a reliability value of 0.86 indicative
of high reliability. The researcher used the mean and standard
deviation in answering the research questions with a bench mark mean
of 2.50 which is the mean of the four point-Likert type of scale used
for the study. Consequently, items whose mean response is below 2.5
were not regarded as influential and vice versa. The mean was
considered most plausible to be used for the study due to its
consideration of all the cases involved in a sample.

RESULTS

Research Question One: Which areas are researches needed to be
harnessed in tertiary institutions in Plateau state?

Table 1: Areas Where Research is needed in Tertiary Institutions in
Plateau State

S/N  Statement SA° A D Sd 3> N X Std Remark
1. Epistemic 65 49 24 12 467 150 3.11 .324 Disagree
Cognition

2. Global challenges 72 55 14 09 490 150 3.27 .786 Agree
to education

3. Cross-cultural 60 67 18 05 482 150 3.21 .815 Agree
dimensions on
education

4. Education and 70 54 15 11 483 150 3.22 .863 Agree
sustainable

development
5. Climate change 85 45 10 10 505 150 3.67 .821 Agree
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Criterion Mean: 2.50
Cumulative Mean: 3.30: Data in Table 1 shows that all the items have
mean responses above the criterion mean of 2.50. Also the cumulative
mean of all the items in Table 1 which is 3.30 (more that the criterion
mean) is also an indication that all the areas listed in Table 1 are valid.
Research Question Two: What are the prospects in harnessing
research in education in tertiary institutions in Plateau state?
Table 2: Prospects in Harnessing Research in Education in Tertiary
Institutions
Table 1: Areas Where Research is needed in Tertiary Institutions in
Plateau State
S/N Statement SAA D Sd >fix N X Std Remark
1. Research prospects 57 45 26 22 437 150 291 .760 Agree
better service delivery
2. ltwill promote quality 59 50 23 18 451 150 3.01 .970 Agree
outputs (manpower)
3. Research prospects 66 447 28 09 470 150 3.13 .810 Agree
better ideas about the
challenges of education
system.
4. Researchineducation 68 59 15 08 487 150 3.25 .623 Agree
drives better educational
development.
5. Researchineducation 54 46 31 19 435 150 290 .831 Agree
promises better
educational principles
and practices.

Criterion Mean: 2.50

Cumulative Mean: 3.04
A cursory look at data in Table 2 reveals that each of the items has
mean response above the criterion mean of 2.50 meaning that they are
all acceptable. The cumulative mean of 3.04 is also another
confirmation that the items are valid. Hence a lot of prospects are
accrued by harnessing research in education in tertiary institutions in
the study area.
Research Question Three: What factors militate against effective
harnessing of research in education?
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Table3: Factors Militating Against Effective Harnessing of Research
in Education in Tertiary Institutions in Plateau State

S/N Statement SAA D Sd >fx N X Std Remark
1. Poor research ethics 71 50 19 10 482 150 3.21 .415 Agree

2. Politics in education 59 43 31 17 444 150 2.96 .634 Agree

system.

3. Lack of academic 68 59 15 08 487 150 3.25 .496 Agree
integrity in research

4.  Poor funding of 73 50 20 07 489 150 3.26 .813 Agree
institutions

5. Corruption in the 48 58 34 10 444 150 2.96 .794 Agree

education s.ystem

Criterion Mean: 2.50

Cumulative Mean: 3.13
Evidences in Table 3 reveal that the lead challenge is corruption in the
education system with the highest mean score of 4.21. However the
least accepted challenge is lack of academic integrity (2.93). However
all the items in Table 3 are valid as each of them has mean response
above the criterion mean of 2.50.
Discussion

The study is on the challenges and prospects of research in
education in tertiary institutions in Plateau State. The essence is to
unravel the prospects and the challenges in harnessing research in
tertiary institutions in the study area. From the findings, it was
discovered that epistemic cognition, climate change issues among
others are critical areas that research is needed in education. This
finding is in line with the submission of Dewitt (2019) who identified
same as critical issues that need to be looked into in the education
system. In the same vein some of the prospects of research in
education were identified. For example the study found that research in
education prospects better service delivery and quality outputs
(graduates/ manpower).these findings agree with The Royal Society
(2018) who stated that that harnessing research in education prospects
better service delivery and better quality outputs (graduates). Research
will help identify lapses in the education system and proffer possible
solutions that will lead to an improved education system.
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Finally some of the militating factors to effective harnessing of
research in education were discovered. Factors like paucity of funds
and poor research ethics were identified among others. This result is
not surprising because Rasmussen (2022) had earlier pointed out that
educational researches need to be adequately funded in order to reap
the benefits. Continuing, Rasmussen called for adequate funding of the
education system

Conclusion

The study is on challenges and prospects of research in
education. It was geared towards identifying the benefits and
challenges of conducting research in tertiary institutions in Plateau
State. From the findings it was gathered that epistemic cognition,
climate change and cross-cultural perspectives to education are critical
areas that research is needed in education. Also research in education
was found to have a lot of prospects which include better service
delivery and quality output (graduates). Some of the challenges of
research in education include paucity of funds, poor research ethics
and corruption among others.

Recommendations: The following are recommended drawing from
the results from the study.

Some critical areas where research is needed included epistemic
cognition, climate change etc, hence there is need for the government
to channel resources for research on these key areas to see how the
results can improve the education system.

Numerous prospect were identified that could be accrued via
research in education, therefore it is imperative that tertiary institutions
utilize the results fo researchers to improve on their service delivery.
Some challenges to effective harnessing of research in education were
equally identified therefore it is recommended that the federal ministry
of education collaborates with authorities of tertiary institutions to see
how to tackle the identified challenges for better outcomes in research.
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